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For millions of believers around the world, faith in
Christ and belief in the teachings of the Bible are not
only discouraged, but actually dangerous.

Know His Persecuted.
Know His Word.

Periodically, Secret Church gatherings are held to
engage in an intense six-hour Bible study as we
identify with and pray for our persecuted brothers and
sisters across the globe.
The objective of Secret Church is for you to pass along
what you learn in these gatherings to others, so that
you can make disciples of Christ in all nations
for God’s glory.

secretchurch.org
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Beyond These Walls ...
We’re glad you’ve decided to attend tonight’s Secret Church meeting. But even if
nobody showed up, it would still be worth the effort. Actually, this Bible study will
hopefully benefit far more people than just those who were in attendance.
Here’s how …
Tonight we will be recording the teaching sessions and, in the coming months,
these sessions will be transcribed and translated into many different languages,
including Spanish, Mandarin, Hindi, Arabic, and others. The foreign language
versions of Secret Church will be available online as translations are completed.
But that is just the beginning.
Most Christ-followers around the world don’t have access to seminaries or Bible
colleges. In fact, many parts of the world have no formal Christian teaching at all.
Dr. Platt will be leading additional Secret Church studies, creating numerous hours
of Bible teaching on various biblical and theological issues. We will then be able
to distribute those resources worldwide. The sessions together will compromise a
portable seminary, so to speak, with mini-courses in biblical training accessible
to anyone.
During the evening we will be taking an offering. All the proceeds will directly
support persecuted Christians worldwide through ongoing ministry initiatives as
well as providing Secret Church Bible teaching materials in many native languages.
Imagine a house-church leader in Asia or the Middle East, now able to hear hours
of Bible teaching as he listens to Secret Church in his own language. With your help,
this can become a reality.
If you would like to make a donation or would like any of the Secret Church
resources in another language go to DiscipleMakingIntl.org.
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About Disciple-Making International
Disciple-Making International (DMI) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
(application pending). The purpose of DMI is to awaken a passion for the glory of
God in all nations by encouraging and equipping Christians and churches to accomplish the Great Commission. DMI accomplishes this purpose through producing and
providing biblical resources for use in disciple-making relationships and supporting
catalytic events aimed at mobilizing disciple-makers.
We are continually exploring opportunities to serve and empower individual
Christians, churches, or Christian organizations working to achieve the Great Commission. Secret Church is one of the ways we equip and promote disciple-making all
over the world.
Most of our resources are by Pastor and author, David Platt. David holds a deep and
abiding passion for global disciple-making. “I believe that God has uniquely created
every one of His people to impact the world. Some may count it as idealistic, but I
believe it is thoroughly biblical, rooted in Psalm 67:1-2, yet covering Scripture from
beginning to end. God is in the business of blessing His people so that His ways and
His salvation might be made known among all people.”
If you would like more information about this ministry or would like to know more
about how you can support efforts like Secret Church, please visit our website at
DiscipleMakingIntl.org.
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Secret Church Resources
PAST Secret Church Resources
Past Secret Church resources (DVDs, CDs, and Study Guides) are available for
purchase at The Church at Brook Hills and online at Disciple-Making International
(DiscipleMakingIntl.org).
Online resources
Online resources, including free MP3 audio downloads of the teaching sessions,
MP4 videos of the teaching sessions, study and prayer guides in Portable
Document Format (PDF), and links to persecuted church resources are available
at the Secret Church web site, SecretChurch.org, and through the DMI website
(DiscipleMakingIntl.org).
books by David Platt
Radical: Taking Back Your Faith from the American Dream, and David’s newest book
Radical Together are available online at Disciple-Making International
(DiscipleMakingIntl.org) or through either of our book sites (RadicalTheBook.com
and RadicalTogether.com). All proceeds from book sales go toward promoting the
glory of Christ in all nations.
additional resources
Additional resources such as sermons, Small Group Guides, Family Worship Guides
and more are available on the Disciple-Making International (DMI) website
(DiscipleMakingIntl.org).
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Program Notes
Tonight’s Schedule
6:00pm		Musical Worship
6:20pm		Teaching Segment 1
7:20pm		Break
7:35pm		Teaching Segment 2
8:35pm		Area Highlight
8:55pm		Break
9:10pm		Teaching Segment 3
10:10pm 	Offering/Giving Report
10:20pm		Prayer/Immersion
10:40pm		Break
10:55pm		Teaching Segment 4
11:55pm		Musical Worship
12:00am		Dismiss
David will be teaching tonight from the English Standard Version (ESV). Scriptures
and references are included in the Study Guide.
So as not to distract from the study, please turn all cell phones to the “silent” or “off ”
position during our time together.
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CRUCIFIXION, SALVATION,
AND THE GLORY OF GOD
Secret Church
The Doctrines Before Us …
yy We want to contemplate the wonder of        .
It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land
until the ninth hour, while the sun’s light failed. And the curtain of the temple
was torn in two. Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into
your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last.
Luke 23:44-46
yy We want to consider the meaning of        .
Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And they
said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”
Acts 16:30-31
We do not want to complicate salvation.
We do want to be clear about salvation.
yy We want to comprehend the importance of        .



Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus
it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead,
and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.”
Luke 24:45-48
The Danger Within Us …
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but
the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will
say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons
in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare
to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ ”
Matthew 7:21-23
yy Spiritual deception is entirely        .
yy Spiritual deception is eternally        .
yy We gravitate toward that which is         and popular.
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“Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to
destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way
is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.”
Matthew 7:13-14


The way of Christ is hard to follow.

Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, “If anyone comes to
me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and
sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not bear his own
cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, desiring to build a tower,
does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise,
when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him,
saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going out to
encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able
with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? And if not,
while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. So
therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.”
Luke 14:25-33
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your
reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
Matthew 5:10-12


The way of Christ is         by many.

“Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents
and innocent as doves. Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and flog
you in their synagogues, and you will be dragged before governors and kings for my
sake, to bear witness before them and the Gentiles. When they deliver you over, do
not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say
will be given to you in that hour. For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your
Father speaking through you. Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father
his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death, and you
will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end will be
saved. When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to you,
you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.”
Matthew 10:16-23
yy We can profess publicly what we do not possess        .
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“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are
ravenous wolves. You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered
from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? So, every healthy tree bears good fruit,
but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor
can a diseased tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire. Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.”
Matthew 7:15-20


The way of Christ is always fruitful.

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that
does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word
that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide
in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.”
John 15:1-5
What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works?
Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily
food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving
them the things needed for the body, what good is that? So also faith by itself, if it does
not have works, is dead. But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.”
Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.
You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder!
James 2:14-19


The way of Christ is always        .

“If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that
my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. This is my commandment, that you
love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that someone
lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you.”
John 15:10-14
“Therefore, O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision,
but declared first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout
all the region of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they should repent and
turn to God, performing deeds in keeping with their repentance.”
Acts 26:19-20
yy We assume salvation without         foundation.
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“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man
who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the
rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a
foolish man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and
the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”
Matthew 7:24-27


The way of Christ is dependent on His Word.
From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
Matthew 4:17

“Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord
and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” Now when they heard this they were cut to
the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
Acts 2:36-38


The way of Christ is         to His Word.

And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments.
Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar,
and the truth is not in him, but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love
of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him: whoever says
he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.
1 John 2:3-6
The Purpose …
yy We need to         to our Savior.
“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
Acts 4:12
yy We need to         our souls.
Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test
yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus
Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the test!
2 Corinthians 13:5
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If you have not been saved …
 Be        .

“Now then, for God’s sake, for your own souls sake, if ye have a mind to dwell
with God, and cannot bear the thought of dwelling in everlasting burning, before
I go any further, silently put up one prayer, or say Amen to the prayer I would
put in your mouths; ‘Lord, search me and try me, Lord, examine my heart, and
let my conscience speak; O let me know whether I am converted or not!’ ”
George Whitefield
If you have been saved …
 Be        .
yy We need to         ourselves.


“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And whoever
does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds
his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”
Matthew 10:37-39


For all who have been saved …
 Be equipped to go wherever He leads.
“But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself,
if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from
the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.”
Acts 20:24


Be compelled to give whatever He requires.

Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters
or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not
receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers
and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life.”
Mark 10:29-30


So that the         might be saved.

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with
a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
Revelation 7:9-10

- 10 -

The Plan …
yy Crucifixion
 The Father is satisfied.
 The doctrine of God.
 The Son is sacrificed.
 The doctrine of the atonement.
 The Spirit is sent.
 The doctrine of the Holy Spirit.
yy Salvation
 God reveals our need.
 The doctrine of depravity.
 God changes our heart.
 The doctrine of regeneration.
 God enables our belief.
 The doctrine of conversion.
 God reverses our status.
 The doctrine of justification.
 The doctrine of adoption.
 The doctrine of union with Christ.
 God transforms our lives.
 The doctrine of sanctification.
 The doctrine of preservation and perseverance.
 God resurrects our bodies.
 The doctrine of glorification.
yy The Glory of God
 Crucifixion and salvation are all by God’s grace.
 The doctrine of eternal election.
 Crucifixion and salvation are all for God’s glory.
 The doctrine of global mission.
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CRUCIFIXION
yy The Father is satisfied.
 The doctrine of God.
yy The Son is sacrificed.
 The doctrine of the atonement.
yy The Spirit is sent.
 The doctrine of the Holy Spirit.
The Father is Satisfied
The Doctrine of God
yy God must act at all times in absolute         with the perfection of His
character.
God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” And he said, “Say this
to the people of Israel, ‘I am has sent me to you.’ ”
Exodus 3:14
“For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed.”
Malachi 3:6
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.
James 1:17
yy Consider the character of God …
 He is         over all.
The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell
therein, for he has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers.
Psalm 24:1-2


He created all things.

“You are the Lord, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens,
with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in
them; and you preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships you.”
Nehemiah 9:6


He knows all things.
“Do you know the balancings of the clouds, the wondrous
works of him who is perfect in knowledge … ”
Job 37:16
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… for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater
than our heart, and he knows everything.
1 John 3:20


He sustains all things.

O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom have you made them all; the
earth is full of your creatures. Here is the sea, great and wide, which teems with
creatures innumerable, living things both small and great. There go the ships, and
Leviathan, which you formed to play in it. These all look to you, to give them their
food in due season. When you give it to them, they gather it up; when you open your
hand, they are filled with good things. When you hide your face, they are dismayed;
when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. When you
send forth your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the ground.
Psalm 104:24-30


He owns all things.
Behold, to the Lord your God belong heaven and the heaven
of heavens, the earth with all that is in it.
Deuteronomy 10:14



He is         above all.

“There is none holy like the Lord; there is none besides you; there is no rock like our God.”
1 Samuel 2:2
And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the
Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!”
Isaiah 6:3
And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes
all around and within, and day and night they never cease to say, “Holy,
holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!”
Revelation 4:8


He is righteous in all His ways.
“Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death
with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that
from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?”
Genesis 18:25
“The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of
faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is he.”
Deuteronomy 32:4
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The Lord is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his works.
Psalm 145:17


He is just in all His        .
But if our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God, what
shall we say? That God is unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? (I speak in a
human way.) By no means! For then how could God judge the world?
Romans 3:5-6

This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy
of the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering—since indeed God considers
it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to grant relief to you who are
afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty
angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on
those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the punishment
of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his
might, when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled
at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.
2 Thessalonians 1:5-10


He is intolerant of sin.

… you have loved righteousness and hated wickedness. Therefore God, your
God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.
Psalm 45:7
You who are of purer eyes than to see evil and cannot look at wrong, why do you idly look
at traitors and remain silent when the wicked swallows up the man more righteous than he?
Habakkuk 1:13


He is indignant toward        .

The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; you hate all evildoers. You destroy
those who speak lies; the Lord abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.
Psalm 5:5-6
But Lot’s wife, behind him, looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.
Genesis 19:26
Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put
fire in it and laid incense on it and offered unauthorized fire before the
Lord, which he had not commanded them. And fire came out from before
the Lord and consumed them, and they died before the Lord.
Leviticus 10:1-2
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While the people of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man
gathering sticks on the Sabbath day. And those who found him gathering sticks
brought him to Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation. They put him in
custody, because it had not been made clear what should be done to him. And the
Lord said to Moses, “The man shall be put to death; all the congregation shall stone
him with stones outside the camp.” And all the congregation brought him outside
the camp and stoned him to death with stones, as the Lord commanded Moses.
Numbers 15:32-36
And Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock with his staff twice, and
water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their livestock.
And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not believe in
me, to uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore you
shall not bring this assembly into the land that I have given them.”
Numbers 20:11-12
And Joshua said, “Why did you bring trouble on us? The Lord
brings trouble on you today.” And all Israel stoned him with stones.
They burned them with fire and stoned them with stones.
Joshua 7:25
And when they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah put out his
hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. And the
anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah, and God struck him down
there because of his error, and he died there beside the ark of God.
2 Samuel 6:6-7
Immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last. When the young men came
in they found her dead, and they carried her out and buried her beside her husband.
And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all who heard of these things.
Acts 5:10-11


He is         toward all His creation.
So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is
love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.
1 John 4:16

yy Consider the sinfulness of man …
 We have denounced His sovereignty.
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took
of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her,
and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were
naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
Genesis 3:6-7
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And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, and confess
over it all the iniquities of the people of Israel, and all their transgressions,
all their sins. And he shall put them on the head of the goat and send it
away into the wilderness by the hand of a man who is in readiness.
Leviticus 16:21


We have         His holiness.

“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: It is not for your sake,
O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which
you have profaned among the nations to which you came. And I will vindicate the
holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which
you have profaned among them. And the nations will know that I am the Lord,
declares the Lord God, when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes.”
Ezekiel 36:22-23


We have despised His righteousness.
… as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; no one
understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together
they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”
Romans 3:10-12
For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.
Romans 6:20



We have         His wrath.

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked,
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air,
the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—among whom we all
once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and
the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.
Ephesians 2:1-3


We have denied His love.

Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience,
not knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?
Romans 2:4
yy The Divine Dilemma
 The problem …
 How can a just God         rebellious sinners who are due
His wrath?
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He who justifies the wicked and he who condemns the righteous
are both alike an abomination to the Lord.
Proverbs 17:15


The tension …
 How can God express His holiness without         us in
our sin?
 How can God express His love without         us in our sin?
 How can God judge sin and justify the sinner at the same time?
 How can God satisfy Himself and save us at the same time?

“How can I give you up, O Ephraim? How can I hand you over, O Israel?
How can I make you like Admah? How can I treat you like Zeboiim? My
heart recoils within me; my compassion grows warm and tender. I will not
execute my burning anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim; for I am God and
not a man, the Holy One in your midst, and I will not come in wrath.”
Hosea 11:8-9


The reality …
 First and foremost, the cross is concerned with a         of the
character of God.

This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had
passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time,
so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Romans 3:25-26
yy God’s forgiveness of our sin is a threat to His character.
David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” And Nathan said
to David, “The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die.”
2 Samuel 12:13
“Forgiveness is for God the Father the profoundest of problems.”
John Stott
yy Before the cross is for anyone else’s sake, the cross is for God’s sake.
“If I would appreciate the blood of Christ I must accept God’s
valuation of it, for the blood is not primarily for me but for God.”
Watchman Nee


The         drove Jesus to the cross.
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“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’?
But for this purpose I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then
a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”
John 12:27-28



yy The cross shows us that sin is infinitely offensive.
 There is no room for self-exaltation at the cross.
 Everything at the cross is     -exaltation.
yy The cross shows us that God is infinitely glorious.
 The cross is not a display of the finite worth of man.
 The cross is a display of the         worth of God.
The provision …
 How does God satisfy Himself and save sinners at the same time?
The Son is Sacrificed
The Doctrine of the Atonement
For there is one God, and there is one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus …
1 Timothy 2:5

yy God satisfies Himself by         His Son in the place of sinners.
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that
in him we might become the righteousness of God.
2 Corinthians 5:21
yy Consider the person of Christ …
“The possibility of substitution rests on the identity of the substitute.”
John Stott


Jesus is fully        .
Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that
he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service
of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.
Hebrews 2:17


He was born of a virgin.

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the
Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
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shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to
take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.”
Matthew 1:18-20
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore
the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.”
Luke 1:35


He possessed the full range of human characteristics.
yy A human        .

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
Luke 2:7
And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom.
And the favor of God was upon him.
Luke 2:40
Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his
journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.
John 4:6
And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.
Matthew 4:2
yy A human        .
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.
Luke 2:52
yy A human soul.
“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from
this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour.”
John 12:27
After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and
testified, “Truly, truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.”
John 13:21
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Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even
to death; remain here, and watch with me.”
Matthew 26:38
yy Human        .
When Jesus heard this, he marveled and said to those who followed him,
“Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith.”
Matthew 8:10
Jesus wept.
John 11:35
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and
tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his
reverence. Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered.
Hebrews 5:7-8
yy Human observation.
And when Jesus had finished these parables, he went away from there, and coming
to his hometown he taught them in their synagogue, so that they were astonished,
and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty works? Is not this
the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James
and Joseph and Simon and Judas? And are not all his sisters with us? Where then
did this man get all these things?” And they took offense at him. But Jesus said
to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own
household.” And he did not do many mighty works there, because of their unbelief.
Matthew 13:53-58


He is fully able to identify with      .

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet
without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace,
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Hebrews 4:15-16


Jesus is fully      .
“The doctrine of Christ’s divinity seems to me not something stuck
on which you can unstick but something that peeps out at every point
so that you’d have to unravel the whole web to get rid of it.”
C.S. Lewis
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His identity …

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him
was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men.
John 1:1-4
yy He is        .
But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,
the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.”
Hebrews 1:8
yy He is Creator.
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him.
Colossians 1:15-16
yy He is Sustainer.
And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
Colossians 1:17
yy He is omnipotent.
And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” Then he rose
and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. And the men
marveled, saying, “What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey him?”
Matthew 8:26-27
Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking the five loaves
and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then he broke the
loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.
Matthew 14:19
yy He is omniscient.
And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within
themselves, said to them, “Why do you question these things in your hearts?”
Mark 2:8
… and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man.
John 2:25
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“Now we know that you know all things and do not need anyone to
question you; this is why we believe that you came from God.”
John 16:30
yy He is        .
And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”
Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, “Why does this
man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?”
Mark 2:5-7
At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you
have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little
children; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over
to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”
Matthew 11:25-27


His testimony …

Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”
John 8:58
“I and the Father are one.”
John 10:30


Man’s testimony …
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”
John 20:28
For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily.
Colossians 2:9

He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and
he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high …
Hebrews 1:3
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is
and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”
Revelation 1:8


Jesus is fully able to identify with      .
“He suffered not as God, but he who suffered was God.”
John Owen
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The person of Christ on the cross …
 Not Jesus alone.
 Not God alone.
     in       .

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.
Colossians 1:19-20
yy Consider the purpose of Christ …
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
Luke 19:10


Jesus came to live a        life.
Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” After he had said this, he went
back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him.”
John 18:38

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.
Hebrews 4:15
You know that he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin.
1 John 3:5


He was obedient.
“If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as
I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.”
John 15:10



He was righteous.
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that
in him we might become the righteousness of God.
2 Corinthians 5:21

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.
1 John 2:1


Jesus came to die a         death.
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Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that
he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service
of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.
Hebrews 2:17



He died in the place of the disobedient.
He died in the place of the unrighteous.

But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know
nothing at all. Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should
die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” He did not say this of his
own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the
nation, and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God
who are scattered abroad. So from that day on they made plans to put him to death.
John 11:49-53
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will
scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even
to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Romans 5:6-8
For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this:
that one has died for all, therefore all have died …
2 Corinthians 5:14
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—
for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree.”
Galatians 3:13
He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin
and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.
1 Peter 2:24
yy The Divine Dilemma Solved
 Divine Satisfaction …
 The totality of God’s         is expressed.
 Does God hate sinners?
yy       … look at the cross.
 Does God love sinners?
yy       … look at the cross.
Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; righteousness and peace kiss each other.
Psalm 85:10
O Lord, I have heard the report of you, and your work, O Lord, do I fear. In the midst
of the years revive it; in the midst of the years make it known; in wrath remember mercy.
Habakkuk 3:2
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Divine Sacrifice …
 Salvation through God’s       is achieved.
 The essence of sin:
yy Man substitutes himself for God.
yy Man asserts himself against God and puts himself where only God
deserves to be.
 The essence of salvation:
yy God substitutes Himself for man.
yy God sacrifices Himself for man and puts Himself where only man
deserves to be.
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that
in him we might become the righteousness of God.
2 Corinthians 5:21



Divine satisfaction through divine sacrifice …
 At the cross, God expresses His judgment on sin.
 At the cross, God endures His judgment against sin.
 At the cross, God         salvation for sinners.
The Spirit is Sent
The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit

“You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father
upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” Then he
led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. While he blessed
them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple blessing God.
Luke 24:48-53
And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait
for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; for John baptized
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the
kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the
Father has fixed by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when he had said these things, as they were
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they
were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken
up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
Acts 1:4-11
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yy The Son ascends to the Father in heaven.
yy The Spirit        to believers on earth.
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And
suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled
the entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared
to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.
Acts 2:1-4
yy The Spirit convicts sinners.
“And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness
and judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning
righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer;
concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.”
John 16:8-11
“You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always
resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you.”
Acts 7:51
yy The Spirit        salvation.
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved
us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he
poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified
by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
Titus 3:4-7


Through Spirit-empowered         of the gospel.

It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things
that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news to
you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look.
1 Peter 1:12


The gospel requires a human person to speak it.

For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How then will
they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in
him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone
preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” But they have not all
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obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from
us?” So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.
Romans 10:13-17


The gospel requires divine power to accompany it.

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders … ”
Acts 4:8
And when they had prayed, the place in which they were
gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.
Acts 4:31
For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel
came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full
conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake.
1 Thessalonians 1:4-5


Through Spirit-enabled        to the gospel.

Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit,
he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born
again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
John 3:5-8
The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let
the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.
Revelation 22:17
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SALVATION
yy God reveals our need.
 The doctrine of depravity.
God Reveals our Need
The Doctrine of Depravity
Our Sin …
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in
the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in
the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of
the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” But the serpent said to the woman,
“You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree
was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired
to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband
who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that
they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
Genesis 3:1-7
yy We have rejected God’s Word.
yy We have        God’s authority.
yy We have denied God’s character.
Our Status …
And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of
every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”
Genesis 2:16-17
Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death
through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned.
Romans 5:12
The Doctrine of Depravity:
We are dead in our sin and unable to save ourselves.
yy Our       are blinded.
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For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him,
but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.
Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God
for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.
Romans 1:21-23
And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a
debased mind to do what ought not to be done. They were filled with all manner
of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife,
deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty,
boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.
Though they know God’s decree that those who practice such things deserve to
die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.
Romans 1:28-32
In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
2 Corinthians 4:4
The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to
him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.
1 Corinthians 2:14
yy Our emotions are disordered.
For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged
natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave up natural
relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing
shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.
Romans 1:26-27
Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the
passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul.
1 Peter 2:11
yy Our        are defiled.
Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of
their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.
Romans 1:24-25
“Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive. The venom
of asps is under their lips. Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness. Their
feet are swift to shed blood; in their paths are ruin and misery, and the way of
peace they have not known. There is no fear of God before their eyes.”
Romans 3:13-18
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yy Our wills are distorted.
… as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands;
no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have
become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”
Romans 3:10-12
For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it
does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot.
Romans 8:7
yy Our         are broken.
 With God.
And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool
of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the
Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man
and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in
the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.”
Genesis 3:8-10
You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with
God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.
James 4:4


With one another.
Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field,
Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him.
Genesis 4:8
What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it
not this, that your passions are at war within you?
James 4:1

For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and
pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another.
Titus 3:3
yy We are        to sin.
Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you,
everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.”
John 8:34
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Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are
slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience,
which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of
sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were
committed, and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.
I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you
once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to
more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to
sanctification. For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.
Romans 6:16-20
yy We are dominated by Satan.
… and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare
of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will.
2 Timothy 2:26
We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.
1 John 5:19
yy We are lovers of       .
“For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does
not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed.”
John 3:20
They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God
because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart.
Ephesians 4:18
… for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.
Ephesians 5:8
yy We are children of wrath.
… among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of
the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.
Ephesians 2:3
yy We are perishing.
The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and
false signs and wonders, and with all wicked deception for those who are
perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.
2 Thessalonians 2:9-10
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For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing …
1 Corinthians 1:18
And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. In their
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
2 Corinthians 4:3-4
yy We are condemned before God.
“Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.”
John 3:18
Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men …
Romans 5:18
yy We are       without God.
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
Luke 19:10
yy We are separated from God.
And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds …
Colossians 1:21
… remember that you were at that time separated from Christ,
alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants
of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.
Ephesians 2:12
yy We are morally evil.
And when the Lord smelled the pleasing aroma, the Lord said in his heart, “I will
never again curse the ground because of man, for the intention of man’s heart is evil from
his youth. Neither will I ever again strike down every living creature as I have done.”
Genesis 8:21
“If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
Luke 11:13
yy We are sinfully sick.
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But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no
need of a physician, but those who are sick.”
Matthew 9:12
yy We are spiritually      .
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins …
Ephesians 2:1
For the wages of sin is death …
Romans 6:23
yy We are destined for      .
“And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life
crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your
foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with
two feet to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is
better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be
thrown into hell, ‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’ ”
Mark 9:43-48


A place of fiery agony.
And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book
of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
Revelation 20:15
“But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in
the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”
Revelation 21:8



A place of conscious torment.

“The rich man also died and was buried, and in Hades, being in torment, he
lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. And he called
out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of
his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’ ”
Luke 16:22-24


A place of total darkness.

“Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into
the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ”
Matthew 22:13
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A place of divine destruction.

They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord
and from the glory of his might, when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and
to be marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.
2 Thessalonians 1:9-10


A place of        duration.
“And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and
they have no rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast and
its image, and whoever receives the mark of its name.”
Revelation 14:11

“Thus it is in Hell; they would die, but they cannot. The wicked shall be always
dying but never dead; the smoke of the furnace ascends for ever and ever. Oh! Who
can endure thus to be ever upon the rack? This word ‘ever’ breaks the heart.”
Thomas Watson
Our Solution …
yy What we don’t need …
 Superficial religion.
“What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the Lord; I have had enough
of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of well-fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood
of bulls, or of lambs, or of goats. When you come to appear before me, who has
required of you this trampling of my courts? Bring no more vain offerings; incense is
an abomination to me. New moon and Sabbath and the calling of convocations—I
cannot endure iniquity and solemn assembly. Your new moons and your appointed
feasts my soul hates; they have become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them.
When you spread out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even though you make
many prayers, I will not listen: your hands are full of blood. Wash yourselves; make
yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds form before my eyes; cease to do evil.”
Isaiah 1:11-16
Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “Add your burnt offerings to your
sacrifices, and eat the flesh. For in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt,
I did not speak to your fathers or command them concerning burnt offerings and
sacrifices. But this command I gave them: ‘Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and
you shall be my people. And walk in all the way that I command you, that it may be well
with you.’ But they did not obey or incline their ear, but walked in their own counsels
and the stubbornness of their evil hearts, and went backward and not forward. From
the day that your fathers came out of the land of Egypt to this day, I have persistently
sent all my servants the prophets to them, day after day. Yet they did not listen to me
or incline their ear, but stiffened their neck. They did worse than their fathers.”
Jeremiah 7:21-26
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We don’t need to try       .
“The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron; with a point of diamond it is
engraved on the tablet of their heart, and on the horns of their altars …”
Jeremiah 17:1

yy What we do need …
 Supernatural regeneration.
Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is
born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
John 3:3


We need a new       .

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?
Jeremiah 17:9
“And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will
remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my
Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.”
Ezekiel 36:26-27
God Changes Our Heart
The Doctrine of Regeneration
yy God reveals our need.
 The doctrine of depravity.
yy God changes our heart.
 The doctrine of regeneration.
For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions
and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one
another. But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared,
he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to
his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,
whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being
justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
Titus 3:3-7
Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his
name when they saw the signs that he was doing. But Jesus on his part did
not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people and needed no one
to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man.
John 2:23-25
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Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This
man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.”
Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot
see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when
he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus
answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be
born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do
not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born
of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered
him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things?”
John 3:1-10
The theological question … What is regeneration?
The Doctrine of Regeneration:
An instantaneous, unrepeatable, mysterious act of God
in which He changes a lost sinner’s heart.
yy An instantaneous …
One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of
Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The
Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul.
Acts 16:14
yy … unrepeatable …
And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God
made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record
of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.
Colossians 2:13-14
yy … mysterious …
“The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where
it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
John 3:8
yy … act of God …
… who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
John 1:13
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From the       .
“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws
him. And I will raise him up on the last day.”
John 6:44
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he
loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved …
Ephesians 2:4-5

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights
with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. Of his own will he brought
us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
James 1:17-18


Through the Son.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead …
1 Peter 1:3



By the       .

While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word.
Acts 10:44


In the Word.

… since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable,
through the living and abiding word of God; for “All flesh is like grass and all its glory
like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, but the word of the
Lord remains forever.” And this word is the good news that was preached to you.
1 Peter 1:23-25
yy … in which He changes a lost sinner’s heart.
 Promised in the Old Testament.
“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: It is not for your sake, O
house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have
profaned among the nations to which you came. And I will vindicate the holiness of my
great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned
among them. And the nations will know that I am the Lord, declares the Lord God,
when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes. I will take you from the nations
and gather you from all the countries and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle
clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your
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idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within
you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.
And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful
to obey my rules. You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be
my people, and I will be your God. And I will deliver you from all your uncleannesses.
And I will summon the grain and make it abundant and lay no famine upon you. I will
make the fruit of the tree and the increase of the field abundant, that you may never again
suffer the disgrace of famine among the nations. Then you will remember your evil ways,
and your deeds that were not good, and you will loathe yourselves for your iniquities
and your abominations. It is not for your sake that I will act, declares the Lord God; let
that be known to you. Be ashamed and confounded for your ways, O house of Israel.”
Ezekiel 36:22-32


God will forgive His people of their sin.

“And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know
the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares
the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”
Jeremiah 31:34


God will       His people with His Spirit.
“And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will
place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the
Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord.”
Ezekiel 37:14

“And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all
flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall
dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. Even on the male
and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit.”
Joel 2:28-29


God will transform their wants.

“And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know
the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares
the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”
Jeremiah 31:34


God will        their wills.

“And I will give them one heart, and a new spirit I will put within them.
I will remove the heart of stone from their flesh and give them a heart
of flesh, that they may walk in my statutes and keep my rules and obey
them. And they shall be my people, and I will be their God.”
Ezekiel 11:19-20
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Fulfilled in the New Testament.
Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”
John 3:5


God        us.

And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying, “This is the covenant
that I will make with them after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws on
their hearts, and write them on their minds,” then he adds, “I will remember their sins
and their lawless deeds no more.” Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer
any offering for sin. Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy
places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through
the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house
of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
Hebrews 10:15-22
And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
1 Corinthians 6:11


God        us.

You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.
Romans 8:9
yy He doesn’t improve our old nature.
yy He imparts a new nature.
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The
old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
2 Corinthians 5:17
His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and
excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises,
so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.
2 Peter 1:3-4

- 39 -



A new mind.

Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that
we might understand the things freely given us by God. And we impart this in words not
taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who
are spiritual. The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.
The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. “For who has
understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.
1 Corinthians 2:12-16
Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices and
have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.
Colossians 3:9-10


New       .

When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did
you come here?” Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me,
not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not labor for the
food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will
give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal.” Then they said to him, “What
must we do, to be doing the works of God?” Jesus answered them, “This is the work of
God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” So they said to him, “Then what sign
do you do, that we may see and believe you? What work do you perform? Our fathers
ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to
eat.’ ” Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave
you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. For
the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” They
said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life;
whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.”
John 6:25-35
 We don’t conquer sin by working hard to change our deeds.
 We conquer sin by trusting Christ to change our desires.
May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ.
2 Thessalonians 3:5
“Our external delights, our earthly pleasures, our ambition, our reputation, and our
human relationships, for all these things, our desires are eager, our appetites strong,
our love warm and affectionate. When it comes to these things, our hearts are tender
and sensitive, deeply impressed, easily moved, much concerned and greatly engaged.
We are depressed at our losses and we are excited and joyful about any worldly
success or prosperity. But when it comes to spiritual matters, how dull we feel. How
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heavy and hard our hearts; we can sit in here of the infinite height and length and
breadth and love of God in Christ Jesus, of his giving his infinitely dear Son, and yet
sit there, cold and unmoved. If we are gong to be excited about anything, shouldn’t it
be our spiritual lives? Is there anything more inspiring, more exciting, more loveable
and desirable in Heaven or on Earth than the Gospel of Jesus Christ? We should
be utterly humbled that we are not more emotionally affected than we are.”
Jonathan Edwards
“If there lurks in most modern minds the notion that to desire our own good and
earnestly to hope for the enjoyment of it is a bad thing, I submit that this notion
has crept in from Kant and the Stoics and is no part of the Christian faith. Indeed,
if we consider the unblushing promises of reward and the staggering nature of the
rewards promised in the Gospels, it would seem that our Lord finds our desires
not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with
drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child
who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what
is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.”
C.S. Lewis


A new      .

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the
desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the
flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want
to do. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. Now the works of the
flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity,
strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness,
orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such
things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh
with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.
Galatians 5:16-25


A new relationship.

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with
the saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the
whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him
you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
Ephesians 2:19-22
 With others who have been born again.
 With God.
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The theological question … What is regeneration?
An instantaneous, unrepeatable, mysterious act of God
in which He changes a lost sinner’s heart.
The personal question … Have you been born again?
God Enables Our Belief
The Doctrine of Conversion
yy God reveals our need.
 The doctrine of depravity.
yy God changes our heart.
 The doctrine of regeneration.
yy God enables our belief.
 The doctrine of conversion.
And when they came to him, he said to them: “You yourselves know how I lived
among you the whole time from the first day that I set foot in Asia, serving the
Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that happened to me through
the plots of the Jews; how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was
profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house, testifying both to Jews
and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Acts 20:18-21
“All unannounced and mostly undetected there has come in modern times a new cross into
popular evangelical circles. It is like the old cross, but different: the likenesses are superficial;
the differences are fundamental. … This new evangelism employs the same language as the
old, but its content is not the same and its emphasis is not as before. … The cross in this
new evangelism does not slay the sinner; it redirects him. It gears him into a cleaner and
jollier way of living and saves his self-respect. To the self-assertive it says, ‘Come and assert
yourself for Christ.’ To the egotist it says, ‘Come and do your boasting in the Lord.’ To the
thrill-seeker it says, ‘Come and enjoy the thrill of the abundant Christian life.’ The idea
behind this kind of thing may be sincere, but its sincerity does not save it from being false.
It misses completely the whole meaning of the cross. The cross is a symbol of death. It stands
for the abrupt, violent end of a person. God salvages the individual by liquidating him and
then raising him to newness of life. The corn of wheat must fall into the ground and die.
God then bestows life, but not an improved old life. Whoever would possess it must pass
under the rod. He must repudiate himself and concur in God’s just sentence against him.
How can this theology be translated into life? Simply, the non-Christian must repent and
believe. He must forsake his sins and then go on to forsake himself. Let him cover nothing,
defend nothing, excuse nothing. Let him not seek to make terms with God, but let him bow
his head before the stroke of God’s stern displeasure and acknowledge himself worthy to die.”
A.W. Tozer
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Conversion defined …
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee,
proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
Mark 1:14-15
The Doctrine of Conversion:
Conversion is the divinely enabled response of individuals to the
gospel in which they turn from their sin and themselves (repent)
and trust in Jesus as Savior and Lord (believe).
yy The divinely enabled …
 Repentance is a      .
“I have heard Ephraim grieving, ‘You have disciplined me, and I was disciplined, like an
untrained calf; bring me back that I may be restored, for you are the Lord my God.’ ”
Jeremiah 31:18
Restore us to yourself, O Lord, that we may be restored! Renew our days as of old …
Lamentations 5:21
“God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to
give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.”
Acts 5:31
When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying,
“Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.”
Acts 11:18
Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience,
not knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?
Romans 2:4
God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth …
2 Timothy 2:25


Faith is a      .

And when they arrived and gathered the church together, they declared all that God
had done with them, and how he had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles.
Acts 14:27
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.
Ephesians 2:8-9
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… but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles …
1 Corinthians 1:23
… and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with
the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.
1 Timothy 1:14
For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should
not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake …
Philippians 1:29
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also
lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.
Hebrews 12:1-2
Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained a faith
of equal standing with ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ …
2 Peter 1:1
“Faith, wherever it exists, is in every case, without exception, the gift of God and the
work of the Holy Spirit. Never yet did a man believe in Jesus with the faith here intended,
except the Holy Spirit led him to do so. … Faith in the living God and his Son Jesus
Christ is always the result of the new birth, and can never exist except in the regenerate.”
Charles Spurgeon
yy Response of individuals to the gospel …
And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
Acts 2:38
And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”
Acts 16:31
yy In which they turn from their sin and themselves (repent) …
“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares
the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your
ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I
have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord God; so turn, and live.”
Ezekiel 18:30-32
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From that time Jesus began to preach, saying,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
Matthew 4:17
Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out …
Acts 3:19


Repentance involves         acknowledgement of sin.

And he said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows
your hearts. For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God.”
Luke 16:15
Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that
you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment. Behold,
I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.
Psalm 51:4-5



 But this alone is insufficient.
Repentance involves emotional sorrow over sin.

As it is, I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because you were grieved into repenting.
For you felt a godly grief, so that you suffered no loss through us. For godly grief produces
a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death.
2 Corinthians 7:9-10
And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”
Isaiah 6:5
“ … therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.”
Job 42:6



 But this alone is insufficient.
Repentance involves a personal decision to       sin.

“If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin
and heal their land. Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayer that is
made in this place. For now I have chosen and consecrated this house that my name may
be there forever. My eyes and my heart will be there for all time. And as for you, if you will
walk before me as David your father walked, doing according to all that I have commanded
you and keeping my statutes and my rules, then I will establish your royal throne, as I
covenanted with David your father, saying, ‘You shall not lack a man to rule Israel.’ ”
2 Chronicles 7:14-18
- 45 -

“Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, with
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your
garments.” Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow
to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster.
Joel 2:12-13
“Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.”
Isaiah 45:22
He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits in keeping with
repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’
For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham.”
Luke 3:7-8
For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you,
and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God …
1 Thessalonians 1:9
I fear that when I come again my God may humble me before you, and I may
have to mourn over many of those who sinned earlier and have not repented of
the impurity, sexual immorality, and sensuality that they have practiced.
2 Corinthians 12:21
yy And trust in Jesus (believe) …
… because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
Romans 10:9


Faith involves knowledge       Christ.
“I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you
believe that I am he you will die in your sins.”
John 8:24

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they
to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without
someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written,
“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” But they have not
all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard
from us?” So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.
Romans 10:14-17
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Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in
which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached
to you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I
also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was
buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that
he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred
brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep.
1 Corinthians 15:1-6


But this alone is insufficient.

You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder!
James 2:19


Faith involves assent to Christ.
… but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
John 20:31
For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep.
1 Thessalonians 4:14


But this alone is insufficient.

This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.”
John 3:2
“King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you believe.” And Agrippa
said to Paul, “In a short time would you persuade me to be a Christian?”
Acts 26:27-28


Faith involves        Christ.
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name,
he gave the right to become children of God …
John 1:12
“All that the Father gives me will come to me, and
whoever comes to me I will never cast out.”
John 6:37
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On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried
out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.”
John 7:37
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
Matthew 11:28-30
“This is somewhat of the word which he now speaks unto you: Why will ye die?
Why will ye perish? Why will ye not have compassion on your own souls? Can your
hearts endure, or can your hands be strong, in the day of wrath that is approaching?
... Look unto me, and be saved; come unto me, and I will ease you of all sins,
sorrows, fears, burdens, and give rest to your souls. Come, I entreat you; lay aside
all procrastinations, all delays; put me off no more; eternity lies at the door ... do
not so hate me as that you will rather perish than accept of deliverance by me.”
John Owen
“There are two ways of believing. One way is to believe about God, as I do
when I believe that what is said of God is true. … This faith is knowledge or
observation rather than faith. The other way is to believe in God, as I do when
I not only believe that what is said about Him is true, but put my trust in
Him, surrender myself to Him and make bold to deal with Him, believing that
without doubt that He will be to me and do to me just what is said of Him.”
Martin Luther
yy As Savior and Lord.
If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
Romans 10:9


Jesus is the Savior who died for us.
God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to
give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.
Acts 5:31

Of this man’s offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised.
Acts 13:23


Jesus is the       who rules over us.
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“Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord
and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” Now when they heard this they were cut to
the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
Acts 2:36-38
And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”
Acts 16:31
Conversion debated …
yy Are faith and repentance both         for salvation?
“The message of faith only and the message of faith plus commitment of life cannot both be
the gospel; therefore, one of them is a false gospel and comes under the curse of perverting
the gospel or preaching another gospel.”
Charles Ryrie
Faith is “the inward conviction that what God says to us in the Gospel is true. That—and
that alone—is saving faith.”
Zane Hodges
“We take Him for what He is—the anointed Savior and Lord who is King of kings
and Lord of lords! He would not be who He is if He saved us and called us and chose us
without the understanding that He can also guide and control our lives.”
A.W. Tozer
“There is only one Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, and … anyone who believes in a Savior
who is not the Lord is not believing the true Christ and is not regenerate. We call for
commitment to Christ, the true Christ.”
James Boice


Sometimes Scripture mentions only faith.
“If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when we believed
in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God’s way?”
Acts 11:17
And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer
and fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed.
Acts 14:23

And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”
Acts 16:31
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Sometimes Scripture mentions only repentance.

And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
Acts 2:38
“Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out … ”
Acts 3:19
“God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to
give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.”
Acts 5:31
“Repent, therefore, of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord
that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven you.”
Acts 8:22
“The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he
commands all people everywhere to repent … ”
Acts 17:30
“… but declared first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and
throughout all the region of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they should
repent and turn to God, performing deeds in keeping with their repentance.”
Acts 26:20


Sometimes Scripture mentions both faith and repentance.
“ … testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward
God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Acts 20:21



Conclusion … Faith and repentance are        .
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee,
proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
Mark 1:14-15

Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not
laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God …
Hebrews 6:1
“It is impossible to disentangle faith and repentance. Saving faith is
permeated with repentance and repentance is permeated with faith.”
John Murray
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yy Look and live …
“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.”
John 3:14-15
From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of
Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. And the people spoke against
God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.”
Then the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so
that many people of Israel died. And the people came to Moses and said, “We have
sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and against you. Pray to the Lord,
that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the
Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who
is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a
pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.
Numbers 21:4-9




Repent of your        .
 You have a disease you cannot cure.
 You have a destiny you cannot change.
Look to His      .
 He was lifted up to suffer as Savior.

So Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I
am he, and that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me.”
John 8:28
“And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”
John 12:32


He is lifted up to reign as Lord.

Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Philippians 2:9-11


The surprising paradox …
 The ultimate symbol of death and sin becomes the ultimate source of
      for sinners.
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After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear
of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him
permission. So he came and took away his body. Nicodemus also, who earlier had come
to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds
in weight. So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as
is the burial custom of the Jews. Now in the place where he was crucified there was a
garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. So because of
the Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there.
John 19:38-42
“I sometimes think I might have been in darkness and despair until now had it not
been for the goodness of God in sending a snowstorm, one Sunday morning, while I
was going to a certain place of worship. When I could go no further, I turned down
a side street, and came to a little Primitive Methodist Chapel. In that chapel there
may have been a dozen or fifteen people. I had heard of the Primitive Methodists,
how they sang so loudly that they made people’s heads ache; but that did not matter to
me. I wanted to know how I might be saved, and if they could tell me that, I did not
care how much they made my head ache. The minister did not come that morning;
he was snowed up, I suppose. At last, a very thin-looking man, a shoemaker, or
tailor, or something of that sort, went up into the pulpit to preach. Now, it is well that
preachers should be instructed; but this man was really stupid. He was obliged to
stick to his text, for the simple reason that he had little else to say. The text was,—
‘LOOK UNTO ME, AND BE YE SAVED, ALL THE ENDS OF THE EARTH.’
“He did not even pronounce the words rightly, but that did not matter. There was, I
thought, a glimpse of hope for me in that text. The preacher began thus—‘My dear
friends, this is a very simple text indeed. It says, ‘Look’ Now lookin’ don’t take a
deal of pains. It ain’t liftin’ your foot or your finger; it is just, ‘Look.’ Well, a man
needn’t go to College to learn to look. You may be the biggest fool, and yet you can
look. A man needn’t be worth a thousand a year to be able to look. Anyone can look;
even a child can look. But then the text says, ‘Look unto Me.’ Ay’ said he, in broad
Essex, ‘many of you are lookin’ to yourselves, but it’s no use lookin’ there. You’ll
never find any comfort in yourselves. Some look to God the Father. No, look to Him
by-and-by. Jesus Christ says, ‘Look unto Me.’ Some of you say, ‘We must wait for the
Spirit’s workin’.’ You have no business with that just now. Look to Christ. The text
says, ‘Look unto Me.’ ’ Then the good man followed up his text in this way:—
“ ‘Look unto Me; I am sweatin’ great drops of blood. Look unto Me; I am hangin’ on
the cross. Look unto Me; I am dead and buried. Look unto Me; I rise again. Look
unto Me; I ascend to Heaven. Look unto Me; I am sittin’ at the Father’s right hand.
O poor sinner, look unto Me! Look unto Me!’
“When he had gone to about that length, and managed to spin out ten minutes or so,
he was at the end of his tether. Then he looked at me under the gallery, and I daresay,
with so few present, he knew me to be a stranger. Just fixing his eyes on me, as if he
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knew all my heart, he said, ‘Young man, you look very miserable.’ Well, I did; but
I had not been accustomed to have remarks made from the pulpit on my personal
appearance before. However, it was a good blow, struck right home. He continued,
‘and you always will be miserable—miserable in life, and miserable in death,—if you
don’t obey my text; but if you obey now, this moment, you will be saved.’ Then, lifting
up his hands, he shouted, as only a Primitive Methodist could do, ‘Young man, look
to Jesus Christ. Look! Look! Look! You have nothin’ to do but to look and live.’
“I saw at once the way of salvation. I know not what else he said,—I did not take
much notice of it,—I was so possessed with that one thought. Like as when the
brazen serpent was lifted up, the people only looked and were healed, so it was with
me. I had been waiting to do fifty things, but when I heard that word, ‘Look!’ what
a charming word it seemed to me! Oh! I looked until I could almost have looked my
eyes away. There and then the cloud was gone, the darkness had rolled away, and
that moment I saw the sun; and I could have risen that instant, and sung with the
most enthusiastic of them, of the precious blood of Christ, and the simple faith which
looks alone to Him. Oh, that somebody had told me this before, ‘Trust Christ, and
you shall be saved.’ Yet it was, no doubt, all wisely ordered, and now I can say,—
“ ‘Ever since by faith I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till I die.’ ”
Charles Spurgeon


The staggering promise …
 His boundless       and eternal life are available to everyone
who believes.
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”
John 3:16
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God Reverses Our Status
The Doctrine of Justification
yy God reveals our need.
 The doctrine of depravity.
yy God changes our heart.
 The doctrine of regeneration.
yy God enables our belief.
 The doctrine of conversion.
yy God reverses our status.
 The doctrine of justification.
Justification Anticipated …
yy Abraham: God’s promise shows us the necessity of      .
What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according
to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something
to boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say?
“Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.”
Romans 4:1-3
Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We say that
faith was counted to Abraham as righteousness. How then was it counted to him? Was it
before or after he had been circumcised? It was not after, but before he was circumcised. He
received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while
he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the father of all who believe
without being circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted to them as well, and
to make him the father of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised but who also
walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised.
Romans 4:9-12
Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. And the
Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the
gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” So
then, those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.
Galatians 3:7-9


By grace alone, God blesses His people.
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and
your father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you
a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you
will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you
I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
Genesis 12:1-3
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Through faith alone, God’s people receive His blessing.

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not,
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O
Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house
is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring,
and a member of my household will be my heir.” And behold, the word of the Lord
came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your
heir.” And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the
stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring
be.” And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.
Genesis 15:1-6
yy Moses: God’s law shows us the futility of the      .
For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be everyone
who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.” Now it is
evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for “The righteous shall live by faith.”
Galatians 3:10-11


We all disobey the law of God.

And the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you brought
up out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. They have turned aside
quickly out of the way that I commanded them. They have made for themselves
a golden calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are
your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ”
Exodus 32:7-8
But Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the Lord, for he is a holy
God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins.”
Joshua 24:19


The law exposes our sin.

What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for
the law, I would not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to covet if
the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” But sin, seizing an opportunity through the
commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. For apart from the law, sin lies
dead. I was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin came
alive and I died. The very commandment that promised life proved to be death to me.
For sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it
killed me. So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.
Romans 7:7-12


The law         our sin.
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Now the law came in to increase the trespass …
Romans 5:20
Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the
offspring should come to whom the promise had been made, and
it was put in place through angels by an intermediary.
Galatians 3:19


We all deserve the wrath of God.
And the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses. And
that day about three thousand men of the people fell.
Exodus 32:28
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.
Romans 1:18


We stand cursed beneath the law.
“ ‘Cursed be anyone who does not confirm the words of this law
by doing them.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ ”
Deuteronomy 27:26



We stand         before God.
“Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the
soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die.”
Ezekiel 18:4

yy David: God’s grace shows us the beauty of        .
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the
man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.
For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. For
day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat
of summer. I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I
will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Psalm 32:1-5


We confess our sin.
Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so
that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment.
Psalm 51:4



He        our sin.
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The goat shall bear all their iniquities on itself to a remote area,
and he shall let the goat go free in the wilderness.
Leviticus 16:22
Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.
Isaiah 53:4


He covers our sin.

“Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.”
Isaiah 1:18


He        our sin.

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. He does not deal with
us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the
heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.
Psalm 103:8-12
Justification Defined …
But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although
the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—the righteousness of God through faith
in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his
blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine
forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the
present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Romans 3:21-26
We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; yet we know that a person is not
justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed
in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law,
because by works of the law no one will be justified. But if, in our endeavor to be justified
in Christ, we too were found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not!
For if I rebuild what I tore down, I prove myself to be a transgressor. For through the law
I died to the law, so that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ. It is no
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. I do not nullify the
grace of God, for if righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose.
Galatians 2:15-21
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The Doctrine of Justification:
Justification is the gracious act of God by which He declares
a sinner righteous only through faith in Jesus.
yy The gracious act of God …
If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?
Psalm 130:3
Hear my prayer, O Lord; give ear to my pleas for mercy! In your
faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! Enter not into judgment
with your servant, for no one living is righteous before you.
Psalm 143:1-2


God gives faith.
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God …
Ephesians 2:8



God        justification.
And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called
he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
Romans 8:30

That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and
be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also
to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all …
Romans 4:16
yy By which He declares …
And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
1 Corinthians 6:11


A legal declaration.
Keep far from a false charge, and do not kill the innocent
and righteous, for I will not acquit the wicked.
Exodus 23:7

“ … for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”
Matthew 12:37
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For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before
God, but the doers of the law who will be justified.
Romans 2:13
For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his
sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.
Romans 3:20


An        declaration.

But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under
the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving
the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” And he
said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” And he said
to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
Luke 23:40-43
And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified,
and those whom he justified he also glorified. What then shall we say to these things? If
God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him
up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall bring
any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus
is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God,
who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?
As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as
sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through
him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor
things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8:30-39
yy A sinner …
 The problem:
“Here is a problem which needs God to solve it.”
Martin Luther




The sinfulness of man.
The righteousness of God.
The demands of the      .

For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires,
they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. They show
that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also
bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them …
Romans 2:14-15
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Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means!
On the contrary, we uphold the law.
Romans 3:31
So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good. Did
that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, producing
death in me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin,
and through the commandment might become sinful beyond measure. For we
know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. For I do not
understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing
I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good.
Romans 7:12-16


The result:
 We are condemned by our          (actions that break
God’s law).

They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of
God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless,
heartless, ruthless. Though they know God’s decree that those who practice such things
deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.
Romans 1:29-32
For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.
James 2:10


We are condemned by our         (attempts to keep God’s law).

We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted
garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
Isaiah 64:6
For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his
sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.
Romans 3:20
“Even our tears of repentance need to be washed in the blood of the Lamb.”
Puritan Pastor
yy Righteous …
For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so
by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.
Romans 5:19
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God declares that we are         of sin.

And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God
made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record
of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.
Colossians 2:13-14
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
1 John 1:9


Propitiation: We are free from all guilt.

… whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.
This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had
passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time,
so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Romans 3:25-26
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.
1 John 2:1-2
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
Romans 8:1


God declares that we are        in holiness.
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for he
has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a
beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
Isaiah 61:10
And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom
from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption …
1 Corinthians 1:30


Imputation: We are credited with His righteousness.
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that
in him we might become the righteousness of God.
2 Corinthians 5:21
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Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them
as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith …
Philippians 3:8-9
yy Only through faith in Jesus.
… yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in
Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in
Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.
Galatians 2:16


Christ is the       of our justification.

So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be
justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian,
for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And
if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.
Galatians 3:24-29
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For
one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person
one would dare even to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified
by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.
Romans 5:6-9


He fulfills the promise to Abraham.

That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” But the words “it
was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will
be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord,
who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.
Romans 4:22-25


He obeys the law of Moses.
For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to
establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness. For
Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.
Romans 10:3-4
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… and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything
from which you could not be freed by the law of Moses.
Acts 13:39


He makes possible the grace given to David.

Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. And to the
one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted
as righteousness, just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts
righteousness apart from works: “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and
whose sins are covered; blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.”
Romans 4:4-8


Faith is the       of our justification.
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Romans 5:1


Dangerous legalism …

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of
Christ and are turning to a different gospel—not that there is another one, but there
are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we or
an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached
to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is
preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed.
Galatians 1:6-9
O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Jesus
Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified. Let me ask you only this: Did you receive
the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having
begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? Did you suffer so many
things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and
works miracles among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with faith—
just as Abraham “believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”?
Galatians 3:1-6
yy Working in our own power.
yy Working according to our own     .
yy Working to earn God’s      .
yy Working to steal God’s glory.
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For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a
yoke of slavery. Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will
be of no advantage to you. I testify again to every man who accepts circumcision that
he is obligated to keep the whole law. You are severed from Christ, you who would be
justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace. For through the Spirit, by faith,
we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness. For in Christ Jesus neither
circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through love.
Galatians 5:1-6


Divine love …

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
Galatians 2:20
yy Jesus is         about you.
yy Jesus has paid a price for you.
yy God’s pleasure in you is      based upon your
performance for Him.
yy God’s pleasure in you is based upon Christ’s performance for you.
“The law is divine and holy. Let the law have its glory, but yet no law, be it never so divine
and holy, ought to teach me that I am justified, and shall live through it. I grant it may
teach me that I ought to love God and my neighbor; also to live in love, soberness, patience,
etc., but it will not to show me how I should be delivered from sin, the devil, death, and
hell. Here I must take counsel of the gospel. I must hearken to the gospel, which teaches
me, not what I ought to do but what Jesus Christ the Son of God hath done for me: that
He suffered and died to deliver me from sin and death. The gospel wills me to receive this,
and to believe it. And this is the truth of the gospel. Most necessary it is, therefore, that we
should know this article well, teach it unto others, and beat it into their heads continually.”
Martin Luther


Works are the        of our justification.
You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.
James 2:24


Paul wants us to avoid thinking that works are necessary as a basis or
means of our salvation.

We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; yet we know that a person
is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also
have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not
by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.
Galatians 2:15-16
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James wants us to avoid thinking that works are not necessary as evidence
of our salvation.

But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from
your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. You believe that God is one; you
do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! Do you want to be shown, you foolish
person, that faith apart from works is useless? Was not Abraham our father justified by
works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? You see that faith was active along
with his works, and faith was completed by his works; and the Scripture was fulfilled that
says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was
called a friend of God. You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.
James 2:18-24
Justification Defined …
Justification is the gracious act of God by which He declares
a sinner righteous only through faith in Jesus.
Justification Debated …
yy Agreement between Catholics and Evangelicals
 “We are justified by grace through faith because of Christ.”
yy Disagreement between Catholics and Evangelicals
 “We are justified by grace alone through faith        because of
Christ alone.”
“If anyone says that by faith alone the sinner is justified, so as to mean that nothing else is
required to cooperate in order to obtain the grace of justification … let him be anathema.”
Council of Trent, Session 6, Canon 9
Justification by faith alone is “the doctrine upon which the church stands or falls.”
Martin Luther
Justification by faith alone is “the hinge upon which everything turns.”
John Calvin
yy Three main areas of disagreement …
 Works or faith?
 Inherent or Credited?
 Possibility or Guarantee?
Works or Faith?
yy CATHOLICISM
 Faith and works        lead to justification.
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“If anyone says that the faith which justifies is nothing else but trust
in the Divine mercy, which pardons sins because of Christ, or that it
is trust alone by which we are justified, let him be anathema.”
Council of Trent, Session 6, Canon 12
“The grace of the Holy Spirit has the power to justify us, that is, to
cleanse us from our sins and to communicate to us the righteousness
of God through faith in Jesus Christ and through baptism.”
Catechism of the Catholic Church (1987)
“If anyone says that the righteousness received is not preserved and also not increased
before God by good works, but that those works are merely the fruits and signs of
justification obtained, but not a cause of its increase, let him be anathema.”
Council of Trent, Session 6, Canon 2
yy EVANGELICALISM
 Faith alone leads to justification and works.
 Scripture is clear that we are justified         works.
That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and
be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also
to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all …
Romans 4:16
Inherent or Credited?
yy CATHOLICISM:        .
 Grace is “infused” into you supernaturally.
 Begins at baptism.
 Justification progresses based upon what you      with “infused” grace,
i.e., the righteousness inherent in you.
“Through the observance of the commandments of God and the church,
faith cooperating with good works,” believers “increase in that justice
received through the grace of Christ and are further justified.”
Council of Trent, Session 6, Chapter 10
yy EVANGELICALISM:        .
 An instantaneous declaration.
 No penalty to pay for your sin.
 Righteousness of Christ         to you.
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that
in him we might become the righteousness of God.
2 Corinthians 5:21
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“If anyone says that men are justified either by the imputation of the righteousness of Christ
alone, or by the remission of sins alone, to the exclusion of the grace and love that is poured
forth in their hearts by the Holy Spirit and is inherent in them … let him be anathema.”
Council of Trent, Session 6, Canon 11
yy Justification is not an         process of earned righteousness but a legal
declaration of credited righteousness.
yy Is this legal fiction?
 No … it is         truth.
Possibility or Guarantee?
yy CATHOLICISM
        about future justification.
“If one considers his own weakness and his defective disposition, he may well be
fearful and anxious as to the state of grace, as nobody knows with the certainty
of faith, which permits of no error, that he has achieved the grace of God.”
Council of Trent, Session 6, Chapter 9
“If anyone says that the guilt is remitted to every penitent sinner after the
grace of justification has been received, and that the debt of eternal punishment
is so blotted out that there remains no debt of temporal punishment to be
discharged either in this world or in the next in Purgatory, before the entrance
to the kingdom of heaven can be opened—let him be anathema.”
Council of Trent, Session 6, Canon 30
yy EVANGELICALISM
        of future justification.
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of
God that you may know that you have eternal life.
1 John 5:13
In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee
of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
Ephesians 1:13-14
How can I be justified?
yy The insufficient answer …
 “We are justified by grace through faith because of Christ.”
yy The all-satisfying answer …
 “We are justified by grace alone through faith alone because of Christ alone.”
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“How are you righteous before God? Only by true faith in Jesus Christ. In spite of the fact
that my conscience accuses me that I have grievously sinned against all the commandments
of God, and have not kept any one of them, and that I am still ever prone to all that is evil,
nevertheless, God, without any merit of my own, out of pure grace, grants me the benefits
of the perfect [sacrifice] of Christ, imputing to me his righteousness and holiness as if I had
never committed a single sin or had ever been sinful, having fulfilled myself all the obedience
which Christ has carried out for me, if only I accept such favor with a trusting heart.”
Heidelberg Catechism
God Reverses Our Status
The Doctrine of Adoption
yy God reveals our need.
 The doctrine of depravity.
yy God changes our heart.
 The doctrine of regeneration.
yy God enables our belief.
 The doctrine of conversion.
yy God reverses our status.
 The doctrine of justification.
 The doctrine of adoption.
Justification and Adoption …
yy The Doctrine of Justification:
 We are right before God the Judge.
yy The Doctrine of Adoption:
 We are loved by God the       .
“Adoption is the highest privilege that the Gospel offers: higher even than justification.
This may cause raising of eyebrows, for justification is the gift of God on which
since Luther evangelicals have laid the greatest stress, and we are accustomed to say,
almost without thinking, that free justification is God’s supreme blessing to us sinners.
Nonetheless, careful thought will show the truth of the statement we have just made.
“That justification—by which we mean God’s forgiveness of the past together with his
acceptance for the future—is the primary and fundamental blessing of the Gospel is not
in question. Justification is the primary blessing, because it meets our primary spiritual
need. We all stand by nature under God’s judgment. His law convicts us, guilt gnaws at
us, making us restless, miserable, and in our lucid moments afraid. We have no peace in
ourselves because we have no peace with our Maker. So we need the forgiveness of our
sins, and assurance of a restored relationship with God, more than we need anything
else in the world. And this the Gospel offers us before it offers us anything else.
“But this is not to say that justification is the highest blessing of the gospel.
Adoption is higher, because of the richer relationship with God that it involves.
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“What is a Christian? The richest answer I know is that a Christian is one who has God
as Father. If you want to [know] how well a person understands Christianity, find out
how much he makes of the thought of being God’s child, and having God as his Father. If
this is not the thought that prompts and controls his worship and prayers and his whole
outlook on life, it means that he does not understand Christianity very well at all.”
J.I. Packer
Adoption Defined …
The Doctrine of Adoption:
Adoption is the gracious act of God in which He confers upon
sinners the position of sons and the privileges of sonship.
yy God sent His Son so that we might receive the position of sons.
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under
the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.
Galatians 4:4-5






Adoption requires someone who comes at the right     .
 Jesus came at the right time theologically.
 Jesus came at the right time religiously.
 Jesus came at the right time culturally.
 Jesus came at the right time politically.
Adoption requires someone who possesses the right        .
 He is fully divine.
 He is fully human.
 He is fully righteous.
Adoption requires someone who has the right       .

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he
predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his
will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him
we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the
riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to
us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan
for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.
Ephesians 1:3-10
He determined to redeem us.
He died to rescue us.
yy God sent His Spirit so that we might experience the privileges of sonship.
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And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba!
Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.
Galatians 4:6-7
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive the
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons,
by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that
we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with
Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
Romans 8:14-17


God is our       .
“And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do,
for they think that they will be heard for their many words. Do not be
like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. Pray
then like this: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name …’ ”
Matthew 6:7-9


The contrast with earthly fathers …

“What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give
him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then,
who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more
will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
Luke 11:11-13
yy We are evil; He is good.
yy We have limited wisdom; He has        wisdom.
yy We have imperfect love; He has perfect love.
“Were we happy? Verily we were. With every year our happiness increased more and
more. I never saw my beloved wife at any time, when I met her unexpectedly anywhere
in Bristol, without being delighted so to do. I never met her even in the Orphan Houses,
without my heart being delighted so to do. Day by day, as we met in our dressing room, at
the Orphan Houses, to wash our hands before dinner and tea, I was delighted to meet her,
and she was equally pleased to see me. Thousands of times I told her—‘My darling, I never
saw you at any time, since you became my wife, without my being delighted to see you.’
“When I heard what Mr. Pritchard’s judgment was, viz., that the
malady was rheumatic fever, I naturally expected the worst. … My heart
was nigh to be broken on account of the depth of my affection.
“The last portion of scripture which I read to my precious wife was this: ‘The Lord God
is a sun and shield, the Lord will give grace and glory, no good thing will he withhold
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from them that walk uprightly.’ Now, if we have believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, we
have received grace, we are partakers of grace, and to all such he will give glory also.
I said to myself, with regard to the latter part, ‘no good thing will he withhold from them
that walk uprightly’—I am in myself a poor worthless sinner, but I have been saved
by the blood of Christ; and I do not live in sin, I walk uprightly before God. Therefore,
if it is really good for me, my darling wife will be raised up again; sick as she is. God
will restore her again. But if she is not restored again, then it would not be a good thing
for me. And so my heart was at rest. I was satisfied with God. And all this springs,
as I have often said before, from taking God at his word, believing what he says.”
George Mueller


The care of our heavenly father …
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we
should be called children of God; and so we are.
1 John 3:1
yy He loves us.
 We were once held captive by His law.
 Now we are captivated by His love.

So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be
justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian,
for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
Galatians 3:24-28
yy He         us.
As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows compassion to
those who fear him. For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust.
Psalm 103:13-14
yy He provides for us.
“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you
will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and
the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap
nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more
value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span
of life? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how
they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was
not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is
alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of
little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we
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drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your
heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. Therefore do not be anxious about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”
Matthew 6:25-34
“Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone?
Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? If you then, who are evil,
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your
Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!”
Matthew 7:9-11
yy He forgives us.
“Pray then like this: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.’ ”
Matthew 6:9-12
yy He        us.
And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? “My son, do not
regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. For the
Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.” It is for
discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there
whom his father does not discipline? If you are left without discipline, in which all
have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. Besides this, we
have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much
more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? For they disciplined us for a short
time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share
his holiness. For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but
later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.
Hebrews 12:5-11
yy He leads us.
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.
Romans 8:14


We are His children.
 What we have …
yy We have a new      .
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But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave
the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor
of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
John 1:12-13
yy We have a new spirit.
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God …
Romans 8:16
yy We have       to the Father’s presence.
 We are no longer afraid of God.
“And you shall set limits for the people all around, saying, ‘Take care not to go up into the
mountain or touch the edge of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall be put to death.
No hand shall touch him, but he shall be stoned or shot; whether beast or man, he shall
not live.’ When the trumpet sounds a long blast, they shall come up to the mountain.”
Exodus 19:12-13
On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud
on the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp
trembled. Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they took
their stand at the foot of the mountain. Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because
the Lord had descended on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln,
and the whole mountain trembled greatly. And as the sound of the trumpet grew louder
and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in thunder. The Lord came down
on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain. And the Lord called Moses to the top of
the mountain, and Moses went up. And the Lord said to Moses, “Go down and warn
the people, lest they break through to the Lord to look and many of them perish.”
Exodus 19:16-21
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood
of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that
is, through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us
draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
Hebrews 10:19-22
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus,
the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who
is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been
tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Hebrews 4:14-16
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For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”
Romans 8:15


We are now        of God.

“You are my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you servants,
for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you
friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you.”
John 15:14-15
“I who went to America to convert others was never myself converted to God.
… I had even then the faith of a servant, though not that of a son.”
John Wesley
yy We have an         in the Father’s kingdom.
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided
we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
Romans 8:16-17


What we do …
yy We        Him.

“Pray then like this: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.’ ”
Matthew 6:9
yy We glorify Him.
“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”
Matthew 5:16
yy We imitate Him.
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.
Ephesians 5:1
As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former
ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your
conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”
1 Peter 1:14-16
yy We obey Him.
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By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the
children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is
not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother.
1 John 3:10
yy We       Him.
Father of the fatherless and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation.
Psalm 68:5
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans
and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.
James 1:27



We care for orphans not because we are rescuers.
We care for orphans because we are the       .

Adoption Celebrated …
yy We have an eternal Father.
“For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes
in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”
John 6:40
Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved
us and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort
your hearts and establish them in every good work and word.
2 Thessalonians 2:16-17
yy We have an eternal       .
This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children
of God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring.
Romans 9:8


Jesus is our brother.

For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many
sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. For
he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is
not ashamed to call them brothers, saying, “I will tell of your name to my brothers; in
the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” And again, “I will put my trust
in him.” And again, “Behold, I and the children God has given me.” Since therefore
the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things,
that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the
devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.
Hebrews 2:10-15
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For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image
of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.
Romans 8:29
Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to
the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending
to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ”
John 20:17


We are brothers and sisters.

Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters
or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not
receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers
and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life.”
Mark 10:29-30
I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that
you be united in the same mind and the same judgment.
1 Corinthians 1:10
What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have
works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and
lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed
and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good
is that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.
James 2:14-17
yy We have an eternal      .
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with
the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but
because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For
we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth
until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our
bodies. For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes
for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
Romans 8:18-25
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of
God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know
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him. Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but
we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.
1 John 3:1-2
God Reverses Our Status
The Doctrine of Union With Christ
yy God reveals our need.
 The doctrine of depravity.
yy God changes our heart.
 The doctrine of regeneration.
yy God enables our belief.
 The doctrine of conversion.
yy God reverses our status.
 The doctrine of justification.
 The doctrine of adoption.
 The doctrine of union with Christ.
Overview
“I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him,
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.”
John 15:5
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
Galatians 2:20
yy Our union with Christ is        .
 We are in the Father.
“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their
word, that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that
they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.”
John 17:20-21
Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the
beginning abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father.
1 John 2:24
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in
God. So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God
is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.
1 John 4:15-16
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We are in the Holy Spirit.

You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.
Romans 8:9


The Father is in us.

Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father
will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.”
John 14:23


The Holy Spirit is in us.

Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?
1 Corinthians 3:16
Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for
you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.
1 Corinthians 6:19-20
By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you.
2 Timothy 1:14


We have fellowship with the Father.
… that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so
that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship
is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
1 John 1:3

What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God;
as God said, “I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them, and I will be
their God, and they shall be my people. Therefore go out from their midst, and be separate
from them, says the Lord, and touch no unclean thing; then I will welcome you, and I will
be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty.”
2 Corinthians 6:16-18


We have fellowship with the Holy Spirit.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
2 Corinthians 13:14

yy Our union with Christ is       .
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But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him.
1 Corinthians 6:17
You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in
you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.
Romans 8:9-11
“What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give
him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then,
who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more
will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
Luke 11:11-13




We ask for gifts; He gives us the Giver.
We ask for supply; He gives us the Source.
We ask for money; He gives us the      !

“We must examine this question. How do we receive these benefits which the Father
bestowed on his only-begotten Son—not for Christ’s own private use but that he
might enrich poor and needy men? First, we must understand that as long as Christ
remains outside of us, and we are separated from him, all that he has suffered and
done for the salvation of the human race remains useless and of no value for us. …
All that he possesses is nothing to us until we grow into one body with him … [And]
the Holy Spirit is the bond by which Christ effectually unites us to himself.”
John Calvin
yy Our union with Christ is unusual.
For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ
does the church, because we are members of his body. “Therefore a man shall leave
his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.”
This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.
Ephesians 5:29-32
yy Our union with Christ is vital.
So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
Romans 6:11
For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
Philippians 1:21
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yy Our union with Christ is       .
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The
old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
2 Corinthians 5:17
Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them
as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith
in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith—that I may know him
and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in
his death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
Philippians 3:8-11
yy Our union with Christ is communal.
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there
is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
Galatians 3:28
For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are
no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and
members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole
structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him
you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
Ephesians 2:18-22
And I was still unknown in person to the churches of Judea that are in Christ.
Galatians 1:22
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.
1 Thessalonians 1:1
yy Our union with Christ is       .
 From eternity past …
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.
Ephesians 1:3-4


To eternity future.
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For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8:38-39
The Doctrine of Union With Christ:
Union with Christ means that as believers saved by God’s grace, Christ is in us,
we are in Christ, we are with Christ, and Christ is with us.
Christ is IN US.
To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches
of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
Colossians 1:27
yy “CHRIST”—The         life.
 He is the Image of God.
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.
Colossians 1:15


He is the Author of Creation.

For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through
him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
Colossians 1:16-17


He is the Head of the Church.
And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.
Colossians 1:18



He is the Savior of the World.

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.
Colossians 1:19-20
yy “IN YOU”—The         life.
And the Lord appeared to him the same night and said, “I am the God
of Abraham your father. Fear not, for I am with you and will bless you
and multiply your offspring for my servant Abraham’s sake.”
Genesis 26:24
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But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring
the children of Israel out of Egypt?” He said, “But I will be with you, and
this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought
the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.”
Exodus 3:11-12
No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I was
with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you.
Joshua 1:5
But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed
you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name,
you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and
through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through
fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.”
Isaiah 43:1-2
“She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save
his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had
spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).
Matthew 1:21-23
Jesus then said, “I will be with you a little longer, and then I am going to him who sent me.”
John 7:33
“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Yet a little while and the world
will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. In that
day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.”
John 14:18-20
“Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do
not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.”
John 16:7
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
Galatians 2:20


Jesus died      you so that He might live      you.

“Oh, it is joy to feel Jesus living in you; to find your heart all taken up by Him; to be
reminded of His love by His seeking communion with you at all times, not by your painful
attempts to abide in Him. He is our life, our strength, our salvation … I am no longer
anxious about anything … for He, I know, is able to carry out His will, and His will is
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mine. It makes no matter where He places me, or how. That is rather for Him to consider
than for me; for in the easiest position He must give me His grace, and in the most difficult
His grace is sufficient. So if God should place me in great perplexity, must He not give
me much guidance; in positions of great difficulty, much grace; in circumstances of great
pressure and trial, much strength. I have no fear that His resources will be unequal to the
emergency! And His resources are mine—for He is mine, and is with me and dwells in me.”
Hudson Taylor
“Beware lest even as a Christian, you fall into Satan’s trap! You may have found and come
to know God in the Lord Jesus Christ, receiving Him sincerely as your Redeemer, yet if you
do not enter into the mystery of godliness and allow God to be in you the origin of His own
image, you will seek to be godly by submitting yourself to external rules and regulations and
by conforming to behavior patterns imposed upon you by the particular Christian society
that you have chosen and in which you hope to be found ‘acceptable.’ You will in this way
perpetuate the pagan habit of practicing religion in the energy of the flesh, and in the very
pursuit of righteousness commit idolatry in honoring ‘Christianity’ more than Christ!”
Ian Thomas


Christianity is nothing less than the outliving of the indwelling Christ.
It is always good to be made much of for a good purpose, and not only
when I am present with you, my little children, for whom I am again
in the anguish of childbirth until Christ is formed in you!
Galatians 4:18-19

yy “THE HOPE OF GLORY”—The secured life.
 Christ in you now means Christ in you       .
When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
Colossians 3:4
yy The triumphant church.
I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation
in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know
what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance
in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe,
according to the working of his great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule
and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in the one to come. And he put all things under his feet and gave him as
head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
Ephesians 1:16-23
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Jesus possesses      authority in heaven and earth.
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me.”
Matthew 28:18



The church possesses the fullness of Christ.
For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have
been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority.
Colossians 2:9-10



All the authority in heaven and earth belongs to the       .
So let no one boast in men. For all things are yours, whether Paul or
Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the
future—all are yours, and you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.
1 Corinthians 3:21-23

We are IN CHRIST.
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
2 Corinthians 5:17
yy We       in Christ.
Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted …
2 Timothy 3:12
yy We rejoice in Christ.
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.
Philippians 4:4
yy We find encouragement in Christ.
So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.
Philippians 2:1-2
yy We find strength in Christ.
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might.
Ephesians 6:10
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So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the
revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep
me from becoming conceited. Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should
leave me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect
in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power
of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses,
insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
2 Corinthians 12:7-10
I can do all things through him who strengthens me.
Philippians 4:13
yy We find confidence in Christ.
And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my
imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.
Philippians 1:14
yy We have        in Christ.
Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in—who slipped in to spy out our freedom that
we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery—to them we did not yield
in submission even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you.
Galatians 2:4-5
yy We have peace in Christ.
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:7
yy We have wisdom in Christ.
We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are weak,
but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in disrepute.
1 Corinthians 4:10
yy We have victory in Christ.
But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession,
and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere.
2 Corinthians 2:14
yy We have       in Christ.
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In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the
purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so that
we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory.
Ephesians 1:11-12
I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so
that I too may be cheered by news of you.
Philippians 2:19
yy We obey our parents in Christ.
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
Ephesians 6:1
yy Wives submit to husbands in Christ.
Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
Colossians 3:18
yy We agree in Christ.
I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord.
Philippians 4:2
yy We stand in Christ.
Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and
crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved.
Philippians 4:1
For now we live, if you are standing fast in the Lord.
1 Thessalonians 3:8
yy We work in Christ.
Greet those workers in the Lord, Tryphaena and Tryphosa. Greet
the beloved Persis, who has worked hard in the Lord.
Romans 16:12
yy We are        in Christ.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places …
Ephesians 1:3
We are WITH CHRIST.
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Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.
Romans 6:8
yy We have been        with Christ.
We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin
might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.
Romans 6:6
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
Galatians 2:20
yy We have been buried with Christ.
We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.
Romans 6:4
yy We have been         with Christ.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.
Romans 6:5
In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands,
by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having been
buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through
faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. And you,
who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God
made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses …
Colossians 2:11-13
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when
we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—
by grace you have been saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show
the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
Ephesians 2:4-7
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yy We now fellowship with Christ.
God is faithful, by whom you were called into the
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
1 Corinthians 1:9
yy We now work with Christ.
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him
we might become the righteousness of God. Working together with him,
then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain.
2 Corinthians 5:21–6:1
yy We now        with Christ.
… that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may
share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death …
Philippians 3:10
yy We will reign with Christ.
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided
we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
Romans 8:16-17
I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart
and be with Christ, for that is far better.
Philippians 1:23
For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ, who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him.
1 Thessalonians 5:9-10
Christ is WITH US.
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.
1 Corinthians 16:23
Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every
way. The Lord be with you all. I, Paul, write this greeting with my own
hand. This is the sign of genuineness in every letter of mine; it is the
way I write. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
2 Thessalonians 3:16-18
yy He is with us in the      .
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“Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they
ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two
or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”
Matthew 18:19-20
I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles
contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. For such persons do not
serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive
the hearts of the naive. For your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, but I
want you to be wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil. The God of peace
will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
Romans 16:17-20
yy He is with us in the world.
And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go
on speaking and do not be silent, for I am with you, and no one will attack
you to harm you, for I have many in this city who are my people.” And he
stayed a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.
Acts 18:9-11
yy He is with us       .
“And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:20
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. For
this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the
coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will
descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the
sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive,
who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air,
and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words.
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
God Transforms Our Lives
The Doctrine of Sanctification
yy God reveals our need.
 The doctrine of depravity.
yy God changes our heart.
 The doctrine of regeneration.
yy God enables our belief.
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 The doctrine of conversion.
yy God reverses our status.
 The doctrine of justification.
 The doctrine of adoption.
 The doctrine of union with Christ.
yy God transforms our lives.
 The doctrine of sanctification.

Definition of Sanctification …
For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual
immorality; that each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness
and honor, not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God;
that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord
is an avenger in all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly
warned you. For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness.
1 Thessalonians 4:3-7
The Doctrine of Sanctification:
Sanctification is the process by which God transforms
our lives into the image of Christ.
yy The process …
 Justification is an instantaneous event; sanctification is a       
process.
For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
1 Corinthians 1:18
For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.
Hebrews 10:14


Justification refers to how we stand before God; sanctification refers to how
we      before God.
I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations.
For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity
and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your
members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification.
Romans 6:19
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and
let us run with endurance the race that is set before us …
Hebrews 12:1
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Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.
Hebrews 12:14


Justification involves freedom from the penalty of sin; sanctification involves
freedom from the       of sin.

So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions.
Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but
present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life,
and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. For sin will have
no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.
Romans 6:11-14


Justification knows no degrees; sanctification admits of degrees.
And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are
being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to
another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.
2 Corinthians 3:18

yy By which God …
 We are sanctified by God the      .
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your
whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the
great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with
everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in
his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.
Hebrews 13:20-21


We are sanctified in God the Son.
 As we receive His grace.

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for
her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with
the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot
or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.
Ephesians 5:25-27
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And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
1 Corinthians 6:11


As we behold His      .

But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit,
and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, with unveiled face,
beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from
one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.
2 Corinthians 3:16-18
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated
at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured from sinners
such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.
Hebrews 12:1-3
For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.
1 Peter 2:21


We are sanctified through God the      .
But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved
by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved,
through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.
2 Thessalonians 2:13

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the dispersion in
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, according to the foreknowledge
of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ
and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you.
1 Peter 1:1-2
yy Transforms our lives …
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole
spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Thessalonians 5:23


The struggle of transformation …
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But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For
the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against
the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things
you want to do. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
Galatians 5:16-18


Mortification of the       (sarx).

Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality,
idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions,
envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you
before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
Galatians 5:19-21


Vivification of the       (pneuma).

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. And
those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions
and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.
Galatians 5:22-25
But that is not the way you learned Christ!—assuming that you have heard
about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, to put off your old
self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful
desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new
self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.
Ephesians 4:20-24
Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion,
evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is
coming. In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. But now you must
put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. Do
not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices and have
put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.
Colossians 3:5-10
What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!
Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are
slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience,
which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of
sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were
committed, and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. I
am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once
presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more
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lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to
sanctification. For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. But
what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed?
For the end of those things is death. But now that you have been set free from sin and have
become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. For
the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 6:15-23
For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but
I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law,
that it is good. So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me.
For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the
desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For I do not do the
good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. Now if I do what
I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me.
So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. For
I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, but I see in my members another law
waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that
dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this
body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself
serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.
Romans 7:15-25


The areas of transformation …
 He transforms our       .

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
Romans 12:1-2
For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh.
For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to
destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against
the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ …
2 Corinthians 10:3-5
And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that
you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to
him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.
Colossians 1:9-10


He transforms our emotions.
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Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the
passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul.
1 Peter 2:11
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
1 John 2:15


He transforms our      .

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence
but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,
for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
Philippians 2:12-13


He transforms our bodies.

What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living
God; as God said, “I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them, and
I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Therefore go out from their midst, and
be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch no unclean thing; then I will welcome
you, and I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me, says the
Lord Almighty.” Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from
every defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God.
2 Corinthians 6:16-7:1


He transforms our        .
It is always good to be made much of for a good purpose, and not only
when I am present with you, my little children, for whom I am again
in the anguish of childbirth until Christ is formed in you!
Galatians 4:18-19
yy Sanctification is a community project.

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging
one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
Hebrews 10:24-25
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
1 Peter 2:9
yy The fruit of the Spirit builds community.
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But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5:22-23
yy The works of the flesh destroy community.
Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality,
idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions,
envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you
before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
Galatians 5:19-21
yy Into the image of Christ.
And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for
those who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the
firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and
those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
Romans 8:28-30


Our sanctification will      be complete in this world.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.
1 John 1:8-10
For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have
the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For I do not
do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing.
Romans 7:18-19
“Indeed, the more sanctified the person is, the more conformed he is to the image of his
Savior, the more he must recoil against every lack of conformity to the holiness of God.
The deeper his apprehension of the majesty of God, the greater the intensity of his love to
God, the more persistent his yearning for the attainment of the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus, the more conscious will he be of the gravity of the sin that remains
and the more poignant will be his detestation of it. ... Was this not the effect in all the
people of God as they came into closer proximity to the revelation of God’s holiness?”
John Murray



This is not an excuse for spiritual laziness.
This is an exhortation to spiritual perseverance.
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“O Lord Jesus, you took the narrow way; the world despised You. Give me the
grace to model my life after Your life, the life the world hated; for the servant
cannot be greater than his lord, nor can the disciple be above his master. Instruct
me in Your life, for there lies my salvation, there lies my true holiness.”
Thomas Kempis


Our sanctification      be complete in the world to come.

Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared;
but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him
as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.
1 John 3:2-3
Confusion Over Sanctification …
As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former
ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your
conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”
1 Peter 1:14-16
yy Two Dangers …
 Legalism
O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Jesus
Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified. Let me ask you only this: Did you
receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish?
Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?
Galatians 3:1-3


The effect of legalism:        .

For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again
to a yoke of slavery. Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision,
Christ will be of no advantage to you. I testify again to every man who accepts
circumcision that he is obligated to keep the whole law. You are severed from
Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace.
Galatians 5:1-4



yy We lose the benefits of Christ.
yy We gain the burden of the law.
yy We miss the grace of God.
The end of legalism:        .
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“What can be more insane and wicked than to want to lose the grace and
favor of God and to retain the law of Moses, whose retention makes it
necessary for you to accumulate wrath and every other evil for yourself?”
Martin Luther


License
What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but
does not have works? Can that faith save him?
James 2:14


Gospel truth is never intended only to be believed; gospel truth is always
intended to be      .

Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I
come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in
one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel …
Philippians 1:27


Gospel truth is never intended only to be accepted in our heads; gospel
truth is always intended to be applied in our      

But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith
apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.
James 2:18
yy Two Definitions …
 Negative “WORK”
 Work that is fueled by the       to earn favor before God.
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing;
it is the gift of God, not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.
Ephesians 2:8-9
For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be
everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.”
Galatians 3:10


Positive “WORK”
 Work that is fueled by       to bring glory to God.
To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of
his calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by his
power, so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you
in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Thessalonians 1:11-12
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For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts
for anything, but only faith working through love.
Galatians 5:6
yy Two Realities …
 Salvation is by faith.
 By faith, we have been accepted before God the Father.
 This results in radical confidence.
 Faith works.
 By faith, we now walk with God as      .
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”
John 14:15
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater
love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are
my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the
servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all
that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose
me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that
your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may
give it to you. These things I command you, so that you will love one another.”
John 15:12-17


This results in radical       .

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To the saints
and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father.
We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, since
we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints …
Colossians 1:1-4
… because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard before in the
word of the truth, the gospel, which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is
bearing fruit and growing—as it also does among you, since the day you heard it and
understood the grace of God in truth, just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved
fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf and has made known
to us your love in the Spirit. And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to
pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing
to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.
Colossians 1:5-10
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His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and
excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises,
so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.
2 Peter 1:3-4
For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with
virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and
self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and
godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.
2 Peter 1:5-7
yy We are dependent on God’s       in our lives.
 Ultimately, we are not working for God.
Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as
his due. And to the one who does not work but believes in him who
justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness …
Romans 4:4-5
Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will be of
no advantage to you. I testify again to every man who accepts circumcision
that he is obligated to keep the whole law. You are severed from Christ, you
who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace.
Galatians 5:2-4


Ultimately, God is working for us.

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence
but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,
for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
Philippians 2:12-13
 He is molding our hearts.
For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit.
Romans 8:5
 He is empowering our     .
But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me
was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them,
though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.
1 Corinthians 15:10
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To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the
glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him we proclaim, warning
everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in
Christ. For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me.
Colossians 1:27-29
yy We are devoted to God’s       for our lives.
 We trust God wholeheartedly.
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not,
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O
Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house
is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring,
and a member of my household will be my heir.” And behold, the word of the Lord
came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your
heir.” And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the
stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring
be.” And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.
Genesis 15:1-6


We follow God sacrificially.

After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said,
“Here am I.” He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to
the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of
which I shall tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and
took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the
burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. On the third
day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. Then Abraham said to his
young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship
and come again to you.” And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid
it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both
of them together. And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said,
“Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb
for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt
offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. When they came to the place of
which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order
and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham
reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. But the angel of the Lord
called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am
I.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know
that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”
Genesis 22:1-12
 We are not free from Christ; we are free    Christ.
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I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
Galatians 2:20
 We are not free to sin; we are free from sin.
Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions.
Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but
present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life,
and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. For sin will have
no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.
Romans 6:12-14
 We are not free to flout God’s commands; we are free to
       God’s commands.
… through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the
obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations …
Romans 1:5
yy Two Conclusions …
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may
boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
Ephesians 2:8-10



Faith is the means of our justification.
Works are the        of our justification.

You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by
his works; and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and
it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God.
James 2:22-23



Faith creates works.
Works        faith.

Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages
but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to
all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience
of faith—to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.
Romans 16:25-27
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God Transforms Our Lives
The Doctrine of Preservation and Perseverance
yy God reveals our need.
 The doctrine of depravity.
yy God changes our heart.
 The doctrine of regeneration.
yy God enables our belief.
 The doctrine of conversion.
yy God reverses our status.
 The doctrine of justification.
 The doctrine of adoption.
 The doctrine of union with Christ.
yy God transforms our lives.
 The doctrine of sanctification.
 The doctrine of preservation and perseverance.
The Realities We Need To Understand …
yy Superficial faith is always       .
Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his
name when they saw the signs that he was doing. But Jesus on his part did
not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people and needed no one
to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man.
John 2:23-25
After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him.
John 6:66
So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you
abide in my word, you are truly my disciples …”
John 8:31
Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from
God and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent me. Why do you not
understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my word. You are of
your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer
from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in
him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father
of lies. But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. Which one of you convicts
me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? Whoever is of God hears the
words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of God.”
John 8:42-47
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yy Saving faith always       .
Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many
antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. They went out from us,
but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us.
But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us. But you have
been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge. I write to you, not because
you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and because no lie is of the truth.
Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who
denies the Father and the Son. No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever
confesses the Son has the Father also. Let what you heard from the beginning abide in
you. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, then you too will abide in
the Son and in the Father. And this is the promise that he made to us—eternal life.
1 John 2:18-25


       saved, always saved.

The Truth We Need To See …
The Doctrine of Preservation and Perseverance:
Everyone who has been born again will persevere to the end
by the power of God’s preservation.
The saying is trustworthy, for: If we have died with him, we will also live with
him; if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny
us; if we are faithless, he remains faithful—for he cannot deny himself.
2 Timothy 2:11-13
yy Preservation is         by the Father.
For the Lord loves justice; he will not forsake his saints. They are
preserved forever, but the children of the wicked shall be cut off.
Psalm 37:28
Nevertheless, I am continually with you; you hold my right hand. You guide
me with your counsel, and afterward you will receive me to glory.
Psalm 73:23-24


According to His perfect knowledge.

But God’s firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord knows those who are
his,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart from iniquity.”
2 Timothy 2:19


According to His constant faithfulness.
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I will make with them an everlasting covenant, that I will not turn away from doing good
to them. And I will put the fear of me in their hearts, that they may not turn from me.
Jeremiah 32:40
God is faithful, by whom you were called into the
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
1 Corinthians 1:9
But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil one.
2 Thessalonians 3:3


According to His righteous justice.
And I will betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you to me in
righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in mercy.
Hosea 2:19



According to His limitless power.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his
great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable,
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
1 Peter 1:3-5


According to His everlasting love.
The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord,
endures forever. Do not forsake the work of your hands.
Psalm 138:8

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8:38-39
yy Preservation is        in the Son.
“For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of
him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose
nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. For this
is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in
him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”
John 6:38-40
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“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give
them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them
out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than
all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.”
John 10:27-29
“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has
eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.”
John 5:24
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of
God that you may know that you have eternal life.
1 John 5:13


In Christ, we have eternal salvation.

And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him …
Hebrews 5:9


In Christ, we have eternal redemption.

… he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats
and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.
Hebrews 9:12


In Christ, we have an eternal inheritance.
Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called
may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that
redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.
Hebrews 9:15
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his
great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you …
1 Peter 1:3-4



In Christ, we have eternal glory.

And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.
1 Peter 5:10
yy Preservation is         through the Spirit.
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The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided
we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
Romans 8:16-17


The family metaphor: The Spirit testifies that we are children of God.
For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The
Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and
if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided
we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
Romans 8:15-17



The financial metaphor: The Spirit is a down payment of our salvation.

And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, and who
has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.
2 Corinthians 1:21-22


The agricultural metaphor: The Spirit is the firstfruits of our salvation.

And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.
Romans 8:23


The legal metaphor: The Spirit is a seal of our salvation.

In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee
of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
Ephesians 1:13-14
yy Christians       persevere to the end.
And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called
he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
Romans 8:30
yy Christians       persevere to the end.
So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are
truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
John 8:31-32
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“But the one who endures to the end will be saved.”
Matthew 24:13
He will render to each one according to his works: to those who by patience in well-doing
seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; but for those who are selfseeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury.
Romans 2:6-8
Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward
those who have fallen, but God’s kindness to you, provided you
continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut off.
Romans 11:22
Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this,
for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers.
1 Timothy 4:16
And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has
now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and
blameless and above reproach before him, if indeed you continue in the faith, stable
and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been
proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.
Colossians 1:21-23
For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold
our original confidence firm to the end.
Hebrews 3:14
For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done
the will of God you may receive what is promised.
Hebrews 10:36
For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue
with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and
steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection
with love. For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being
ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these
qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his
former sins. Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling and election
sure, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. For in this way there will be richly
provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
2 Peter 1:5-11
They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have
continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us.
1 John 2:19
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The Questions We Need To Ask …
yy How do I        a Christian?
 Turn from your sin and yourself and trust in Jesus as Savior and Lord.
yy How do I       I am a Christian?
 False foundations of assurance …
 A       lifestyle.
 Intellectual knowledge.
 Religious       .
Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in—who slipped in to spy out our
freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery …
Galatians 2:4
… having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people.
2 Timothy 3:5


Religious ministry.

When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. And as they were
eating, he said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” And they were
very sorrowful and began to say to him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?”
Matthew 26:20-22
“Judas is a prime example of a professing believer who fell into absolute apostasy. For three
years he followed the Lord with the other disciples. He appeared to be one of them. … Yet,
while the others were growing into apostles, Judas was quietly becoming a vile, calculating
tool of Satan. Whatever his character seemed to be at the beginning, his faith was not
real ( John 13:10-11). He was unregenerate, and his heart gradually hardened so that he
became the treacherous man who sold the Savior for a fistful of coins. In the end, he was
so prepared to do Satan’s bidding that the devil himself possessed Judas ( John 13:27).”
John MacArthur
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but
the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will
say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons
in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare
to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ ”
Matthew 7:21-23
… though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he
has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;
as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.
Philippians 3:4-6
- 109 -

A guilty conscience.
Positive thinking.
 A       decision.
True foundations of assurance …
 The present truth of Christ in your life.
yy Are you        in Christ alone for your salvation?





“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”
John 3:16
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and
everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him.
1 John 5:1
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of
God that you may know that you have eternal life.
1 John 5:13
No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also.
1 John 2:23
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.
1 John 4:15
… if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not
shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed
in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.
Colossians 1:23
For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold
our original confidence firm to the end.
Hebrews 3:14
… so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who
through faith and patience inherit the promises.
Hebrews 6:12
yy Are you       in Christ alone as your salvation?
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that does not
bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may
bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you.
Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches.
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Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me
you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and
withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in
me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.”
John 15:1-7
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of
life—the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to
you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us—that which
we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship
with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
1 John 1:1-3
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.
1 John 4:13-15


The present work of Christ in your life.
yy Are you        what Christ says?

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in
him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness,
we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.
1 John 1:5-7
And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments.
Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar,
and the truth is not in him, but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love
of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him: whoever says
he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.
1 John 2:3-6
And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence
and not shrink from him in shame at his coming. If you know that he is righteous,
you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness has been born of him.
1 John 2:28-29
Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.
You know that he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who
abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known
him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous,
as he is righteous. Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has
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been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the
works of the devil. No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides
in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of God. By this it is
evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does
not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother.
1 John 3:4-10
Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; and
whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments
and do what pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we believe in the
name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded
us. Whoever keeps his commandments abides in God, and God in him. And
by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us.
1 John 3:21-24



Not holy perfection.
Instead, holy direction.

For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue
with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and
steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection
with love. For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being
ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these
qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his
former sins. Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling and election
sure, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. For in this way there will be richly
provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
2 Peter 1:5-11
yy Are you       like Christ loves?
Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in darkness. Whoever
loves his brother abides in the light, and in him there is no cause for stumbling.
But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and
does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.
1 John 2:9-11
We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the
brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. Everyone who hates his brother
is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.
1 John 3:14-15
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been
born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because
God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his
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only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we
have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our
sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever
seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.
1 John 4:7-12
So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and
whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. By this is love perfected
with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also
are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to
do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. We love because he
first loved us. If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who
does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. And
this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.
1 John 4:16-21


The present Spirit of Christ in your life.

Whoever keeps his commandments abides in God, and God in him. And by
this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us.
1 John 3:24
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
1 John 4:13
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God …
Romans 8:16
yy Do you       to the Spirit of God in His Word?
Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in
you is greater than he who is in the world. They are from the world; therefore
they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. We are from God.
Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen
to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
1 John 4:4-6
This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the
water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.
For there are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three
agree. If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the
testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son. Whoever believes in the Son of
God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar,
because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son.
1 John 5:6-10
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yy Are you      by the Spirit of God in your walk?
Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; and
whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments
and do what pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we believe in the
name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded
us. Whoever keeps his commandments abides in God, and God in him. And
by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us.
1 John 3:21-24
The Warnings We Need To Hear …
yy God       warnings to Christians about falling away.
Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.
1 Corinthians 10:12
Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle
and high priest of our confession, who was faithful to him who appointed him, just as
Moses also was faithful in all God’s house. For Jesus has been counted worthy of more
glory than Moses—as much more glory as the builder of a house has more honor than
the house itself. (For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.)
Now Moses was faithful in all God’s house as a servant, to testify to the things that were
to be spoken later, but Christ is faithful over God’s house as a son. And we are his house
if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope. Therefore, as the Holy
Spirit says,“Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, on
the day of testing in the wilderness, where your fathers put me to the test and saw my works
for forty years. Therefore I was provoked with that generation, and said, ‘They always go
astray in their heart; they have not known my ways.’ As I swore in my wrath, ‘They shall
not enter my rest.’ ” Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving
heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. But exhort one another every day, as
long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For
we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end.
Hebrews 3:1-14
For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted
the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the goodness
of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, and then have fallen away, to
restore them again to repentance, since they are crucifying once again the Son of God
to their own harm and holding him up to contempt. For land that has drunk the rain
that often falls on it, and produces a crop useful to those for whose sake it is cultivated,
receives a blessing from God. But if it bears thorns and thistles, it is worthless and
near to being cursed, and its end is to be burned. Though we speak in this way, yet in
your case, beloved, we feel sure of better things—things that belong to salvation.
Hebrews 6:4-9
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yy God      warnings to Christians to keep them from falling away.
Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul stood up among them and said,
“Men, you should have listened to me and not have set sail from Crete and incurred this
injury and loss. Yet now I urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss of life among
you, but only of the ship. For this very night there stood before me an angel of the God
to whom I belong and whom I worship, and he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must
stand before Caesar. And behold, God has granted you all those who sail with you.’ So
take heart, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told. But
we must run aground on some island.” When the fourteenth night had come, as we were
being driven across the Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors suspected that they were
nearing land. So they took a sounding and found twenty fathoms. A little farther on they
took a sounding again and found fifteen fathoms. And fearing that we might run on the
rocks, they let down four anchors from the stern and prayed for day to come. And as the
sailors were seeking to escape from the ship, and had lowered the ship’s boat into the sea
under pretense of laying out anchors from the bow, Paul said to the centurion and the
soldiers, “Unless these men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved.” Then the soldiers cut
away the ropes of the ship’s boat and let it go. As day was about to dawn, Paul urged
them all to take some food, saying, “Today is the fourteenth day that you have continued
in suspense and without food, having taken nothing. Therefore I urge you to take some
food. For it will give you strength, for not a hair is to perish from the head of any of
you.” And when he had said these things, he took bread, and giving thanks to God in
the presence of all he broke it and began to eat. Then they all were encouraged and ate
some food themselves. (We were in all 276 persons in the ship.) And when they had
eaten enough, they lightened the ship, throwing out the wheat into the sea. Now when it
was day, they did not recognize the land, but they noticed a bay with a beach, on which
they planned if possible to run the ship ashore. So they cast off the anchors and left them
in the sea, at the same time loosening the ropes that tied the rudders. Then hoisting
the foresail to the wind they made for the beach. But striking a reef, they ran the vessel
aground. The bow stuck and remained immovable, and the stern was being broken up
by the surf. The soldiers’ plan was to kill the prisoners, lest any should swim away and
escape. But the centurion, wishing to save Paul, kept them from carrying out their plan.
He ordered those who could swim to jump overboard first and make for the land, and the
rest on planks or on pieces of the ship. And so it was that all were brought safely to land.
Acts 27:21-44
The Actions We Need To Take …
yy Beware of spiritual       .
Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test
yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus
Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the test!
2 Corinthians 13:5
yy Be warned concerning spiritual       .
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And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has
now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and
blameless and above reproach before him, if indeed you continue in the faith, stable
and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been
proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.
Colossians 1:21-23
For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold
our original confidence firm to the end.
Hebrews 3:14
They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would
have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are
not of us. But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge.
1 John 2:19-20
yy Be working and waiting with spiritual        .
Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called
and about which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.
1 Timothy 6:12
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will
award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.
2 Timothy 4:7-8
And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the
full assurance of hope until the end, so that you may not be sluggish, but
imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.
Hebrews 6:11-12
Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the churches of God for your steadfastness
and faith in all your persecutions and in the afflictions that you are enduring.
2 Thessalonians 1:4
When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been
slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with
a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and
avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” Then they were each given a white
robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their
brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been.
Revelation 6:9-11


The Lord will bring you to eternal life by His grace.
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Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your
whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24
“Lord, those who are bowed down with burdens You lift up,
and they do not fall because You are their support.”
Augustine


The Lord will bring you to eternal life for His        .

But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in
the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. And have mercy on those who doubt;
save others by snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear,
hating even the garment stained by the flesh. Now to him who is able to keep you
from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with
great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory,
majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
Jude 20-25
God Resurrects Our Bodies
The Doctrine of Glorification
yy God reveals our need.
 The doctrine of depravity.
yy God changes our heart.
 The doctrine of regeneration.
yy God enables our belief.
 The doctrine of conversion.
yy God reverses our status.
 The doctrine of justification.
 The doctrine of adoption.
 The doctrine of union with Christ.
yy God transforms our lives.
 The doctrine of sanctification.
 The doctrine of preservation and perseverance.
yy God resurrects our bodies.
 The doctrine of glorification.
Old Testament Hope …
“For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth.
And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God …”
Job 19:25-26
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But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol, for he will receive me.
Psalm 49:15
And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some
to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.
Daniel 12:2
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive
as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he went to
live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs
with him of the same promise. For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations,
whose designer and builder is God. By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive,
even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised.
Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as
the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. These
all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and
greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on
the earth. For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If
they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had
opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.
Hebrews 11:8-16
How did Old Testament believers experience salvation?
yy Our commonality with Old Testament believers …
 We are saved by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone from the
Spirit alone.
yy Our differences with Old Testament believers …
 We are saved by grace alone …
 … through faith alone …
No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong
in his faith as he gave glory to God, fully convinced that God was able to do what
he had promised. That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” But
the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, but for ours
also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our
Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.
Romans 4:20-25
Old Testament: Faith looking forward.
New Testament: Faith looking       .
… in Christ alone …
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By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter,
choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures
of sin. He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt,
for he was looking to the reward. By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger
of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible. By faith he kept the Passover
and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them.
Hebrews 11:24-28
Old Testament: An anticipated Messiah.
New Testament: An         Messiah.
… from the Spirit alone.





And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow
my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.
Ezekiel 36:27, NIV



Old Testament: An incomplete experience of the Spirit.
New Testament: An         experience of the Spirit.
And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive
what was promised, since God had provided something better for
us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect.
Hebrews 11:39-40

New Testament Promises …
yy         will be completely redeemed.
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.
Romans 8:18
And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.
For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for
what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
Romans 8:23-25
So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self
is being renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing
for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to
the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that
are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.
2 Corinthians 4:16-18


We will be free from the presence of sin.
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… who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 1:8
“Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has
come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself with
fine linen, bright and pure”—for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.
Revelation 19:7-8


We will be conformed into the likeness of Christ.

Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we
know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.
1 John 3:2


We will be welcomed into an everlasting kingdom.
For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
2 Peter 1:11
The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into his
heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
2 Timothy 4:18

yy         will be completely restored.
For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For
the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected
it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption
and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the
whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.
Romans 8:19-22
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.
Revelation 21:1
The Realization of Glorification …
“Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs
will hear his voice and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection
of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.”
John 5:28-29
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“And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all
that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. For this is the will
of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him
should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”
John 6:39-40
But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body,
by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.
Philippians 3:20-21
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. For
this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the
coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will
descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the
sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive,
who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air,
and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words.
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
The Doctrine of Glorification:
In the final stage of salvation, Christ will return for His people
and resurrect their bodies to reign forever with Him.
Four Phases of Glorification …
yy       believers will die.
 Not all believers will die.
Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.
1 Corinthians 15:51-52


For those believers who die …
 Their bodies are buried in earth.
 Their souls are welcomed in       .

So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the
body we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we are
of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with
the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may
receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.
2 Corinthians 5:6-10
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And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
Luke 23:43
And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”
Acts 7:59
But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of
the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the
spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant,
and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.
Hebrews 12:22-24
Death is not the end.
Death is just the        .
yy      believers will be resurrected.



So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised
is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it
is raised in power. It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a
natural body, there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is written, “The first man Adam
became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the
spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual. The first man was from
the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so
also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who
are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear
the image of the man of heaven. I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit
the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold! I tell
you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will
be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable body must put on
the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When the perishable
puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass
the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” “O death, where is your
victory? O death, where is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is
the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 15:42-57



Our bodies will be eternal.
Our bodies will be       .
“Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom
of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.”
Matthew 13:43
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And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and
those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.
Daniel 12:3
Whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he would
remove the veil, until he came out. And when he came out and told the
people of Israel what he was commanded, the people of Israel would see the
face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face was shining. And Moses would
put the veil over his face again, until he went in to speak with him.
Exodus 34:34-35




Our bodies will be powerful.
Our bodies will be        (permanently Spirit-filled).
Our bodies will be recognizable.

If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.
Romans 8:11
And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel,
perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God gives it a body
as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.
1 Corinthians 15:37-38
“I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven …”
Matthew 8:11
And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory
and spoke of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter
and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, but when they became fully awake
they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. And as the men were parting
from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here. Let us make three
tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said.
Luke 9:30-33
yy All believers will be       .
 Christ is the basis of our justification. Faith is the means of our justification.
 Faith is the means of justification.
 Works are the evidence of our justification.
Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your
brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; for it is written,
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall
confess to God.” So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.
Romans 14:10-12
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For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may
receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.
2 Corinthians 5:10
Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes,
who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the
purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God.
1 Corinthians 4:5
yy All believers will       into heaven.
But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ …
Philippians 3:20


A place of unhindered        .

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his
people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning,
nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”
Revelation 21:1-4


We will be with Him!
yy Death will be replaced by     .
 No more sin.
 No more sorrow.
 No more sickness.
 No more separation.
yy Night will be replaced by      

And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty
and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for
the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the
nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, and
its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there.
Revelation 21:22-25
And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the
Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.
Revelation 22:5
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yy Corruption will be replaced by      .
But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is
detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.
Revelation 21:27
yy Curse will be replaced by       .
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the
street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve
kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the
healing of the nations. No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne
of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him.
Revelation 22:1-3


We will see His face!
They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.
Revelation 22:4



A place of indescribable       .

Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters
and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our
God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage
of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe
herself with fine linen, bright and pure”—for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the
saints. And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the
marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.”
Revelation 19:6-9
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THE GLORY OF GOD
yy Crucifixion and salvation are all by God’s grace.
 The doctrine of eternal election.
yy Crucifixion and salvation are all for God’s glory.
 The doctrine of global mission.
By God’s Grace
The Doctrine of Eternal Election
How We Come …
yy We come to this doctrine       .
“The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed
belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.”
Deuteronomy 29:29
O Lord, my heart is not lifted up; my eyes are not raised too high; I do
not occupy myself with things too great and too marvelous for me.
Psalm 131:1
yy We come to this doctrine communally.
“Sir, I understand that you are called an Arminian; and I have been sometimes
called a Calvinist; and therefore I suppose we are to draw daggers. But before I
consent to begin the combat, with your permission I will ask you a few questions.
Pray, Sir, do you feel yourself a depraved creature, so depraved that you would never
have thought of turning to God, if God had not first put it into your heart?”
“Yes, I do indeed.”
“And do you utterly despair of recommending yourself to God by anything you can
do; and look for salvation solely through the blood and righteousness of Christ?”
“Yes, solely through Christ.”
“But, Sir, supposing you were at first saved by Christ, are you not
somehow or other to save yourself afterwards by your own works?”
“No, I must be saved by Christ from first to last.”
“Allowing, then, that you were first turned by the grace of God, are you
not in some way or other to keep yourself by your own power?”
“No.”
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“What then, are you to be upheld every hour and every moment
by God, as much as an infant in its mother’s arms?”
“Yes, altogether.”
“And is all your hope in the grace and mercy of God to
preserve you unto His heavenly kingdom?”
“Yes, I have no hope but in Him.”
“Then, Sir, with your leave I will put up my dagger again; for this is all my
Calvinism; this is my election, my justification by faith, my final perseverance:
it is in substance all that I hold, and as I hold it; and therefore, if you please,
instead of searching out terms and phrases to be a ground of contention
between us, we will cordially unite in those things wherein we agree.”
Charles Simeon, on his conversation with John Wesley


The purpose of election in Scripture is to       the church, not to
divide the church.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he
predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his
will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In
him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according
to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in
Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven
and things on earth. In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his
will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory.
In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee
of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
Ephesians 1:3-14


The purpose of election in Scripture is to        those who are saved,
not to confuse those who are lost.

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for
those who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the
firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and
those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
Romans 8:28-30
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“When I was coming to Christ, I thought I was doing it all myself, and though I sought
the Lord earnestly, I had no idea the Lord was seeking me. I do not think the young
convert is at first aware of this. I can recall the very day and hour when first I received
those truths [of the doctrine of election] in my own soul—when they were as John Bunyan
said, burnt into my heart as with a hot iron, and I can recollect how I felt that I had
grown on a sudden from a babe into a man—that I had made progress in scriptural
knowledge, through having found, once for all, the clue to the truth of God. One weeknight, when I was sitting in the house of God, I was not thinking much about the preacher’s
sermon. The thought struck me, How did you come to be a Christian? I sought the
Lord. But how did you come to seek the Lord? The truth flashed across my mind in a
moment—I should not have sought him unless there had been some previous influence
in my mind to make me seek him. I prayed, thought I, but then I asked myself, How
came I to pray? I was induced to pray by reading the Scriptures. How came I to read
the Scriptures? I did read them, but what led me to do so? Then, in a moment, I saw
that God was at the bottom of it all, and that he was the Author of my faith, and so the
doctrine of grace opened up to me, and from that doctrine I have not departed to this day,
and I desire to make this my constant confession, ‘I ascribe my change wholly to God.’ ”
Charles Spurgeon
yy We come to this doctrine        .
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his
judgments and how inscrutable his ways! “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or
who has been his counselor?” “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?”
For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.
Romans 11:33-36
“When [Paul] introduces [election] into his teaching, it is for one end
only—to help Christians see how great is the grace that has saved them,
and to move them to a worthy response in worship and life.”
J.I. Packer
yy We come to this doctrine evangelistically.
I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me
witness in the Holy Spirit—that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in
my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for
the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. They are Israelites,
and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law,
the worship, and the promises. To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race,
according to the flesh, is the Christ who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.
Romans 9:1-5



This is not an argument for theologians to have.
This is an        for Christians to feel.
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What We Know …
But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from
Israel belong to Israel, and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring,
but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” This means that it is not the children
of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as
offspring. For this is what the promise said: “About this time next year I will return, and
Sarah shall have a son.” And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children
by one man, our forefather Isaac, though they were not yet born and had done nothing
either good or bad—in order that God’s purpose of election might continue, not because of
works but because of him who calls—she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” As
it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” What shall we say then? Is there injustice
on God’s part? By no means! For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” So then it depends not
on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. For the Scripture says to Pharaoh,
“For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that
my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” So then he has mercy on whomever he wills,
and he hardens whomever he wills. You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault?
For who can resist his will?” But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what
is molded say to its molder, “Why have you made me like this?” Has the potter no right
over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for
dishonorable use? What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power,
has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, in order to make
known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for
glory—even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles?
Romans 9:6-24
yy We cannot deny God’s       .
 In the Old Testament.
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and
your father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you
a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you
will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you
I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
Genesis 12:1-3
“It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the
Lord set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples,
but it is because the Lord loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your
fathers, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed
you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.”
Deuteronomy 7:7-8
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“Behold, to the Lord your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, the
earth with all that is in it. Yet the Lord set his heart in love on your fathers and
chose their offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this day.”
Deuteronomy 10:14-15


In the ministry of Jesus.
“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws
him. And I will raise him up on the last day.”
John 6:44

Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in
my Father’s name bear witness about me, but you do not believe because you are
not part of my flock. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow
me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them
out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no
one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.”
John 10:25-30
“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.”
John 15:16


In the book of Acts.

And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for
all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”
Acts 2:38-39
And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word
of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed.
Acts 13:48
One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of
Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The
Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul.
Acts 16:14
And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go
on speaking and do not be silent, for I am with you, and no one will attack
you to harm you, for I have many in this city who are my people.” And he
stayed a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.
Acts 18:9-11
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In the New Testament letters.

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who
are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many
brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. What then shall we say to these
things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but
gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? Who
shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn?
Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right
hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger,
or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are
regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers,
nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8:28-39
For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to
you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction.
1 Thessalonians 1:4-5
But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved
by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved,
through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.
2 Thessalonians 2:13
Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And
authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation, and
all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written
before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.
Revelation 13:7-8


God’s call to salvation is        .

For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a
stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews
and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of
God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. For consider
your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not
many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in
the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong;
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God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to
nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God.
1 Corinthians 1:22-29




It is not based on      we are.
It is not based on what we have done.
It is not based on      we would respond.

So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. But if it is by grace,
it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace.
Romans 11:5-6
Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but
share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God, who saved us and called us to a holy
calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave
us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, and which now has been manifested through the
appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality
to light through the gospel, for which I was appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher,
which is why I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed,
and I am convinced that he is able to guard until that Day what has been entrusted to me.
2 Timothy 1:8-12
Objection: Doesn’t God desire for everyone to be saved?
Doesn’t God love everyone in the world?
The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward
you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.
2 Peter 3:9
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”
John 3:16
… though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or
bad—in order that God’s purpose of election might continue, not because
of works but because of him who calls—she was told, “The older will serve
the younger.” As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”
Romans 9:11-13
yy Remember the multiple perceptions of the      of God.
Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief;
when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall
prolong his days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.
Isaiah 53:10
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“… this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.”
Acts 2:23


God’s revealed will: What He        in His Word.
This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires
all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
1 Timothy 2:3-4



God’s hidden will: What He        in the world.

Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them,
the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.
Psalm 139:16
“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring
it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.”
Genesis 50:20
“ … for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus,
whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the
peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place.”
Acts 4:27-28
yy Remember the multiple dimensions of the       of God.
Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.
1 John 4:8


God’s general love for      people.
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”
John 3:16
He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only
but also for the sins of the whole world.
1 John 2:2



God’s particular love for      people.

It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the
Lord set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples,
but it is because the Lord loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your
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fathers, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed
you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.
Deuteronomy 7:7-8
Yet the Lord set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their
offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this day.
Deuteronomy 10:15
“I have loved you,” says the Lord. But you say, “How have you loved us?” “Is not
Esau Jacob’s brother?” declares the Lord. “Yet I have loved Jacob but Esau I have
hated. I have laid waste his hill country and left his heritage to jackals of the desert.”
Malachi 1:2-3
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her …
Ephesians 5:25
When we talk about God’s call to salvation here, we are talking about what God
decrees in the world according to His particular love for His people.


God’s call to salvation is       .
For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many
brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he
called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
Romans 8:29-30


This compels        in ourselves.

“I believe the doctrine of election, because I am quite certain that, if God had not chosen
me, I should never have chosen Him; and I am sure He chose me before I was born,
or else He never would have chosen me afterwards; and He must have elected me for
reasons unknown to me, for I never could find any reason in myself why He should have
looked upon me with special love. So I am forced to accept that great Biblical doctrine.”
Charles Spurgeon
“How ever far and fast I’ve run, still over my shoulder I’d catch a glimpse of You on
the horizon, and then run faster and farther than ever, thinking triumphantly: Now
I have escaped. But no, there You were, coming after me. There was no escape.
“I have never wanted a God, or feared a God, or felt under any necessity to invent
one. Unfortunately, I am driven to the conclusion that God wants me.”
Malcolm Muggeridge


This creates       for others.
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yy We do not deserve God’s       .
And the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you brought up out of
the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. They have turned aside quickly out of the
way that I commanded them. They have made for themselves a golden calf and have
worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you
up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” And the Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and
behold, it is a stiff-necked people. Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn
hot against them and I may consume them, in order that I may make a great nation of
you.” But Moses implored the Lord his God and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath
burn hot against your people, whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great
power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent did he
bring them out, to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the
earth’? Turn from your burning anger and relent from this disaster against your people.
Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your own
self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this
land that I have promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ”
And the Lord relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his people.
Exodus 32:7-14
Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass
before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The Lord.’ And I will be gracious
to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy.”
Exodus 33:18-19


He would be just to condemn      of us.

For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and
committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment …
2 Peter 2:4
He is gracious to save       of us.
yy We dare not defy God’s       .
 He is God; we are     .
 He is Creator; we are creature.
 He is Owner; we are owned.
 We do not have the right to judge His ways; He has the right to do what
He      .
yy We must not diminish our        .
 God is       .
 Man is responsible.


But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? As
for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring
it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.”
Genesis 50:19-20
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And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word
of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed.
Acts 13:48



God is in charge.
We are making      .
 Our choices are certain, not necessary.
yy Necessary choices       happen.
 We cannot act in a way contrary to God’s plan.
yy Certain choices      happen.
 We will not act in a way contrary to God’s plan.
 Our choices are completely       but not completely free.

“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God
with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst,
as you yourselves know—this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.”
Acts 2:22-23



 Our choices have real consequences with real responsibility.
Choose you this day …
 If you are not a Christian:         the gospel!

… because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes
and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says,
“Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” For there is no distinction
between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all
who call on him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
Romans 10:9-13
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those
who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together
as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not!”
Matthew 23:37
“ … yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life.”
John 5:40


If you are a Christian:       the gospel!

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they
to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without
someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written,
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“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” But they have not all
obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?”
Romans 10:14-16
Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may
obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.
2 Timothy 2:10
yy We should not minimize this       .
The Doctrine of Eternal Election:
Election is the sovereign act of God before the foundation of the world in which
He chose to save His people solely by His grace and solely for His glory.


God has ordained His Son’s crucifixion.

“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God
with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst,
as you yourselves know— this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.”
Acts 2:22-23
When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests
and the elders had said to them. And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together
to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and
everything in them, who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by
the Holy Spirit, ‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the
earth set themselves, and the rulers were gathered together, against the Lord and against
his Anointed’—for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant
Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the
peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place.”
Acts 4:23-28


God has ordained His people’s salvation.
… even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and blameless before him.
Ephesians 1:4

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the dispersion in Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, according to the foreknowledge of God the
Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling
with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you. Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be
born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead …
1 Peter 1:1-3
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For God’s Glory
The Doctrine of Global Mission
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, that
your way may be known on earth, your saving power among all nations.
Psalm 67:1-2
The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. But I received mercy for this
reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as
an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. To the King of ages,
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
1 Timothy 1:15-17
The Doctrine of Global Mission:
God saves His people for the spread of His glory to all peoples.
We have received salvation as His people.
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God …
Ephesians 2:8
yy God has satisfied Himself, sacrificed His Son, and sent His Spirit in order to make
it possible for sinners to be saved.
 The doctrine of God.
 The doctrine of the atonement.
 The doctrine of the Holy Spirit.
For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time.
1 Timothy 2:5-6
yy We were dead in our sin and unable to save ourselves.
 The doctrine of depravity.
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins …
Ephesians 2:1
yy In an instantaneous, unrepeatable, mysterious act of God, He changed our hearts,
and we were born again.
 The doctrine of regeneration.
Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is
born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
John 3:3
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yy God enabled us to turn from our sin and ourselves and to trust in Jesus as Savior
and Lord.
 The doctrine of conversion.
If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
Romans 10:9
yy God declared us right before Him by grace alone through faith alone in
Christ alone.
 The doctrine of justification.
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Romans 5:1
yy In His grace, God our Father conferred upon us the position of sons and the
privileges of sonship.
 The doctrine of adoption.
For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”
Romans 8:15
yy Christ now lives in us, we live in Christ, we are with Christ, and Christ is with us.
 The doctrine of union with Christ.
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
Galatians 2:20
yy God is daily transforming us more and more into the image of Christ.
 The doctrine of sanctification.
And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are
being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to
another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.
2 Corinthians 3:18
yy We will persevere in our salvation to the end by the power of God’s preservation
in our lives.
 The doctrine of perseverance and preservation.
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“I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and
no one will snatch them out of my hand.”
John 10:28
yy One day soon, Christ will return for us and resurrect our bodies to reign forever
with Him.
 The doctrine of glorification.
But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body,
by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.
Philippians 3:20-21
yy Our salvation is only possible by the sovereign grace of God who chose us before
the foundation of the world.
 The doctrine of election.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.
Ephesians 1:3-4
We now spread His glory to all peoples.
But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by
his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach
him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with anyone …
Galatians 1:15-16
“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be
hated by all nations for my name’s sake. And then many will fall away and betray one
another and hate one another. And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray.
And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. But the one
who endures to the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed
throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.”
Matthew 24:9-14
yy The purpose is clear … This gospel must be proclaimed to all      .
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:18-20
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Over 11,000 people groups in the world today.
Over       people groups still not reached with the gospel.
This condition is        acceptable.
This commission is absolutely achievable.

“If a relatively small minority of God’s people took this text seriously and responded to its
challenge, we could finish the task of worldwide evangelization in our own generation.
“God alone knows the definition of terms. I cannot precisely define who all the nations are.
Only God knows the exact meaning of evangelize. He alone will know when that goal is
fulfilled. But I do not need to know. I know only one thing: Christ has not yet returned;
therefore, the task is not yet done. When it is done, Christ will come. Our responsibility
is not to insist on defining the terms; our responsibility is to complete the task. So long as
Christ does not return, our work is undone. Let us get busy and complete our mission.”
George Ladd
yy The price is high … Following Christ to the ends of the earth may cost us
        we have.
“Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and
innocent as doves. Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and flog you in
their synagogues, and you will be dragged before governors and kings for my sake, to bear
witness before them and the Gentiles. When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how
you are to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in
that hour. For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.
Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise
against parents and have them put to death, and you will be hated by all for my name’s
sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. When they persecute you in one
town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns
of Israel before the Son of Man comes. A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant
above his master. It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like
his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will
they malign those of his household. So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that
will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. What I tell you in the dark, say
in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. And do not fear
those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul
and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall
to the ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all numbered.
Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. So everyone who
acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven,
but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.”
Matthew 10:16-33
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Expect to be met with challenges on earth.
Expect to be met with        from hell.
 You will be betrayed.
 You will be hated.
 You will be persecuted.
       will tempt you.
 The        will take care of you.
yy The promise is sure … Jesus is         for us.
 We will be completely and eternally saved.
 He will be universally and joyfully praised.



After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with
a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the
four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God,
saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power
and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” Then one of the elders addressed
me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?” I
said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the
great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb. Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in
his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. They shall
hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching
heat. For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide
them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
Revelation 7:9-17
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Recommended Reading
If you are interested in further study on the doctrine of salvation, the following
resources are recommended. Many of these resources were foundational for the
truths we explored in our study. Please note, however, that though these books are
recommended, Dr. Platt does not necessarily agree with everything written in every
one of them. We urge you to read and learn from these books, but at the same time,
be wise in your reading to discern biblical teaching from writers’ thoughts.
yy General Theology Books …
 Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology or Bible Doctrine
 Daniel Akin, ed., A Theology for the Church
yy On Crucifixion …
 John Stott, The Cross of Christ
 Steve Jeffery, Michael Ovey, and Andrew Sach, Pierced For Our Transgressions
 J.I. Packer and Mark Dever, In My Place Condemned He Stood
 John Murray, Redemption Accomplished and Applied
yy On Salvation …
 Bruce Demarest, The Cross and Salvation
 Philip Ryken, The Message of Salvation
 Michael Horton, Putting Amazing Back Into Grace
 Thomas Schreiner and Bruce Ware, Still Sovereign
 Anthony A. Hoekema, Saved by Grace
 Jerry Bridges, The Discipline of Grace
 C.J. Mahaney, Living the Cross-Centered Life
yy On the Glory of God …
 J.I. Packer, Knowing God
 John Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad!
 J.I. Packer, Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God
 D. A. Carson, The Difficult Doctrine of the Love of God
 A.W. Tozer, Knowledge of the Holy
 John Feinberg, No One Like Him
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Pray for the Persecuted Church
in India
India is home to approximately 1.2 billion people. Its borders dominate South Asia
and the Indian Ocean. It is one of the most complex and diverse countries in the
world. There are 28 Union States and 7 Union Territories, each with their own
culture and way of life. India is the most ethnically diverse nation on earth, with
over 2,500 distinct people groups. This provides great challenges for the spread of
the gospel in a context that is infiltrated with religious spiritism and animism. All
of the major world religions find their home in India, but India is the birthplace
of Hinduism and continues to this day to be the major religion of her people.
Evangelicals are small in number but the growth of churches is on the rise. However
there are many obstacles that the Christian church faces today.
India’s constitution provides full religious freedom of worship and witness for all
religions. The rise of Hindu extremism resulted in a hate campaign against Muslims
in the early 1990s and against Christians in the late 1990s as followers of “foreign”
religions. Due to mass conversion movements by Dalit groups away from Hinduism,
and to evangelistic activities by Christian groups, issues of conversion and anticonversion laws are of high importance and sensitivity. Persecution levels range
widely, usually depending on the strength of Hindu groups from one state to the next.
The persecution of Christians today mostly exists in the northern regions of India.
Persecution has not only refined the church and drawn it together, but it has also
caused the church to re-evaluate its methods and priorities in evangelism and
ministry. Persecution has exposed the hateful agenda of extremist religious groups
and made Christians more aware of their constitutional rights. Church planting
initiatives in India therefore are growing far beyond the humble beginnings in the
1960s. Today tens of thousands of Christ-following congregations have been planted
throughout India and many of the peoples and regions resistant to the gospel are now
increasingly open to the good news. There is still much to do and many challenges for
prayer.
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Please join us in praying for our brothers and sisters in India:
yy Pray that government leaders continue to uphold India’s constitution by
maintaining religious freedom and protecting religious and ethnic minorities.
yy Pray for the government to know how to wisely address increasing threats to
stability including terrorism, tensions with neighboring countries, and Hindu
nationalist groups and their Christian targets.
yy Pray for the violence of Hindu extremists to end and for members to repent and
find Christ. Pray for unity and courage as Christians face widespread and localized
persecution. Pray that the Hindu movement to make India completely Hindu will
not succeed and that threatened Christians may stand firm in Christ whatever the
cost. Pray that Christians who face persecution will be able to show the love and
forgiveness of Christ to those who persecute them. Pray for believers in the state
of Himachal Pradesh where some Christians have been forcibly converted back to
Hinduism. Laws passed in 2007 make evangelism increasingly difficult. Pray for
the freedom to share the gospel and for boldness for Christians to share, whatever
the cost.
yy Pray for believers in the state of Jammu and Kashmir where persecution is a
common reaction to rapid Christian growth. Angry and even violent responses
from families and communities can see converts ostracized and even kicked out
of homes and villages. Missionaries can also be on the receiving end of violent
oppositions. Pray for wise and sensitive witness by Christian workers and for the
protection and preservation of new believers.
yy Pray for believers in the state of Rajasthan who face harassment from the state
government. Anti-conversion bills passed in 2008 makes things very difficult for
believers. Christian ministries like orphanages and hospitals have been targeted by
Hindu extremists. Pray that all such attempts to destroy God’s people would result
in greater church growth. Pray that the loving humility of Christians would draw
many more to Christ.
yy Pray for believers in the state of Uttar Pradesh as the widespread presence of
persecution, intimidation and “reconversion” campaigns spread fear and limits
growth of the Church. Pray for the preservation and growth of the Church.
Pray also that indigenous and local expressions of faith in Jesus might flourish
and spread.
yy Pray for God to get glory through the lives of those that are being persecuted.
yy Pray for God to raise up more pastors and leaders among His church in India. Pray
for access to training for these leaders.
yy Pray for the unreached of India. Pray for God to call people to be set apart to go to
these people groups and preach the gospel. Pray that the members of these people
groups would be receptive to hear and respond in faith.
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The Church at Brook Hills
If you are a guest of The Church at Brook Hills tonight, we would like to extend a
special welcome to you. If you are not a part of a local church in the Birmingham
area, we invite you to join us for one of our Worship Gatherings . Below is our regular
Sunday schedule. Each of the worship gatherings on Sunday are identical (i.e., the
same worship gathering at 9:00am, 11:00am, and 6:00pm).
SUNDAY SCHEDULE
8:00am Adult Small Groups
9:00am	Small Groups for all ages
			Worship Gathering
11:00am	Small Groups for all ages
			Worship Gathering
6:00pm	Worship Gathering
SMALL GROUPS
Brook Hills Small Groups gather weekly to make disciples in the context of
relationships with one another. These groups meet at various times throughout the
week, and there is a group meeting just about anytime on any day throughout the
city. Some meet on the church campus on Sundays and others meet in homes or area
gathering places during the week—so we’re pretty confident there’s one near you at a
time and day that will fit your schedule and/or family.
For a complete listing of Small Group opportunities, you can visit us online at
BrookHills.org/local or stop by the Connection Central desk in the lobby at Brook
Hills for assistance in connecting with a Small Group.
For more information about The Church at Brook Hills visit our website,
BrookHills.org.
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About the Teacher
Dr. David Platt, 32, is deeply devoted to Christ and His Word. David’s first love in
ministry is disciple-making—the simple, biblical model of teaching God’s Word,
mentoring others and sharing faith. He has traveled extensively to teach the Bible
alongside church leaders throughout the United States and around the world. Atlanta
natives, he and his wife Heather, made their home in New Orleans, until they were
displaced by flooding following Hurricane Katrina, in 2005.
A life-long learner, David has earned two undergraduate and three advanced degrees.
He holds a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) and Bachelor of Arts in Journalism (A.B.J.) from
the University of Georgia, and a Master of Divinity (M.Div.), Master of Theology
(Th.M) and Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D) from New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary. He has previously served at New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary as
Dean of Chapel and Assistant Professor of Expository Preaching and Apologetics,
and as Staff Evangelist at Edgewater Baptist Church in New Orleans. He is currently
serving as Pastor at The Church at Brook Hills.
David and Heather were married in 1999. They are the parents of two sons, Caleb
and Joshua. They are in the process of adopting children from China and Nepal.
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