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THE CROSS AND EVERYDAY LIFE 

 
 

Christ in me,  
Christ before me,  
Christ behind me,  
Christ with me, 
Christ above me,  
Christ beneath me,  
Christ on my right  
Christ on my left,  
Christ when I sit, 
Christ when I rise,  
Christ when I stand.  
Christ in my marriage, 
Christ in my home,  
Christ in my work, 
Christ in my rest, 
Christ when I preach, 
Christ when I pray,  
Christ over self, 
Christ under nothing.  
 
Christ in every eye that sees me,  
Christ in every ear that hears me, 
Christ in every mouth that speaks of me, 
Christ in every mind that thinks of me.  
 
His strength in my arms,  
His service on my hands,  
His tears in my eyes, 
His touch on my mouth, 
His anointing on my head, 
His Word on my heart, 
His glory in my aim,  
His humility in my all.  
 
Christ in me.  

 
So, these are words of prayer that years ago God put on my heart based on a prayer that a 
man named St. Patrick of England had written. St. Patrick was a missionary to Celtic 
barbarians in Ireland. And the prayer represents the heart of what we’re gathered for 
tonight. So what does it mean for God in Christ to affect, to transform, to infuse every 
single detail of our lives? More specifically, how does the cross of Christ inform every single 
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detail of your day, from the moment you set your feet on the floor out of bed in the morning 
to the moment you lie down and go to sleep? 
 
That is the question we’re going to ask together tonight, explore together tonight, all 
60,000 of us in all 50 United States. Vermont, thank you for coming through today. And we 
are in 80 different countries. So we’re all together with people from Bountiful, Utah to 
Newark, Delaware to Fairbanks, Alaska, to Honolulu, Hawaii. Aloha. In addition to brothers 
and sisters from Haiti to Scotland, from Malaysia to Mozambique. Oh what a joy just to be 
part of a gathering like this tonight.  
 
Now, let me invite you to pull out the Study Guide that hopefully you have wherever you 
are, whether you’re in a church gathering or in a home somewhere. For those of you who 
are new to Secret Church, you are rookies, and we welcome you. I hope you have chosen 
wisely in the person you are sitting next to right now, because you’re going to need that 
person. If they are a frequent dozer, or if they’re not good listeners or note takers, then 
you’re going to be at a significant disadvantage in your seat. So look around the room—this 
room, your house and church, wherever—it’s not too late. You might want to make a switch. 
Nobody be offended.  
 
Now, the purpose of this Study Guide is multi-faceted, and one of those purposes is to 
enable us to cover as much material as possible in one sitting. So when I’ve gathered 
together with persecuted brothers and sisters in different places in the world, at the risk of 
their lives, they make the most of that time. So our goal tonight is to make the most of our 
time, to drink from the fire hydrant of God’s Word. We can digest later. We’re going to drink 
tonight. Maybe even choke a little bit.  
 
But my hope is that we’re going to equip one another with God’s Word in the world. That’s 
why I want to remind you—whether this is your first Secret Church or you’ve been to every 
single Secret Church—that the goal tonight is not entertainment. The goal is equipping. And 
that’s key. The goal is not just for 60,000 people to have a good Bible study tonight. If 
that’s our goal, then we’ve missed the whole point from the start.  
 
The goal tonight is for 60,000 people to consider together how the cross of Christ affects 
everything we do, and then to leave the places where we’re gathered, all around the world, 
equipped with the Word of God, empowered by the Spirit of God, to apply the cross to every 
single detail of our lives, and to proclaim the cross to every single people group on the 
planet. So that’s the point. 
 
 

The Question Before Us … 
 
 
How do I obey the radical commands of Christ in the normal routine of everyday 
life? 
So this is the question before us: How do I, how do you, how do we obey the radical 
commands of Christ? So, Jesus has said to every single one of His disciples in Luke 9, “If 
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow 
me.” Luke 14, “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and 
wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my 
disciple. Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.” 
You can look at the end of that passage. It says, “Any one of you who does not renounce all 
that he has cannot be my disciple.”  
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You’ve got Matthew 28. How do I obey the command of Christ to go and make disciples of 
all nations? In Acts 1:8, how do I live as a witness to the ends of the earth? Revelation 
12:11, how do I not love my life even unto death? How do I do these things? So here’s the 
question. How do I obey the radical commands of Christ in the normal routine of everyday 
life? So what does Luke 9, Luke 14, Matthew 28, Acts 1:8, Revelation -- what do those texts 
look like in the life of a stay-at-home mom? Or college student? Or an accountant? Or a 
senior adult? 
 
Ever since I wrote a book called Radical, people have asked me, “What about verses like 1 
Thessalonians 4:10, where it says we just aspire to live quietly, to mind our own affairs? 
And aren’t we just supposed to provide for our families, 1 Timothy 5:8. Titus 2, we’re to be 
sober minded, dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith and love and in steadfastness. 
Radical is not on that list.” So, how do we in a sense reconcile the radical words of Christ 
with the normal responsibilities of everyday life?  
 
 

The Plan Ahead of Us … 
 
 
So here’s what we’re going to do. This is the plan ahead of us. This is basically an outline of 
our time in the Word tonight. We’re going to start with “A Gospel Foundation for 
Understanding Everyday Life.” So I’m going to lay a foundation upon which everything else 
it built. We’re going to think about the overall purpose of our everyday lives. Then we’re 
going to think about the primary problems in our everyday lives. Then we’re going to pause 
and we’re going to contemplate on this Good Friday how the death of Christ changed 
everything in history 2,000 years ago. And then we’re going to contemplate how the death 
of Christ changes everything in our lives today. So that’s foundation. 
 
Then we’ll move on to a gospel framework for approaching everyday life. So what is the 
overall approach to everyday life based on the two primary commandments that Christ has 
given us: To love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength and to love your neighbor 
as yourself? So these are the guiding commands Christ has given us for our everyday life. 
So we’re going to think about how do you live everyday to love God with all your heart and 
soul. We’re going to dive into a call to daily prayer and questions about daily prayer.  
 
Then we’re going to think about living every day to love God with all your mind and 
strength. We’re going to think about how to fill your mind daily with truth from God’s Word, 
how to sharpen your mind daily within God’s world, how to take care of your body daily as 
the temple of God’s Spirit. We’re going to think about how do you honor God in what you 
wear every day? How do you honor God in what you eat every day? How do you honor God 
in how you exercise every day? And then how do you keep control of your body daily in 
accordance with God’s will? We’re going to talk about a biblical expression of physical 
denial—fasting regularly—and then a biblical expression of physical discipline—fleeing sexual 
immorality.  
 
And then that will lead us to think about living every day to love your neighbor as yourself, 
where we’ll see what Scripture says about a husband’s daily approach to his wife, a wife’s 
daily approach to her husband, a parent’s daily approach to children, a single’s daily 
approach to others. Then we’ll think about a Christian’s daily approach to other Christians, 
and a Christian’s daily approach to non-Christians. And then from there, with that 
foundation framework set, which will take much of the night, I want us to finish by thinking 
through how the cross of Christ literally affects what happens when our feet hit the floor in 
the morning until we lay back down at night. 
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So we’ll think about the cross and waking up in the morning, the cross and working all day 
long, the cross and playing after work. And then we’re going to think about the cross and 
listening, watching, reading, texting, receiving, sending, posting, tweeting, instagramming, 
blogging, messaging, tumbling, liking, poking, following, unfollowing, emailing, snapping, 
chatting, vining, networking and all sorts of other-ing. I don’t even know what half those 
words mean, but we’re going to talk about them tonight. So all of that will then lead to us 
what happens when we close our eyes at night—the cross and resting. So we’re basically 
going to finish the evening, Lord willing, talking about a theology of sleep. And by then you 
will want it, if you have not already inadvertently experienced it. Sound good?  
 
All right, here we go! Got a lot of ground to cover. Open mouth—insert fire hose. 
 
 

A GOSPEL FOUNDATION FOR UNDERSTANDING EVERYDAY LIFE 
The Purpose of Our Everyday Lives … 

 
 
One of my favorite quotes from C.J. Mahaney:  
 

The gospel isn’t one class among many that you’ll attend during your life as a 
Christian—the gospel is the whole building where all the classes take place! Rightly 
approached, all the topics you’ll study and focus on as a believer will be offered to 
you ‘within the walls’ of the glorious gospel... [Nothing in the Christian life] can be 
rightly understood apart from God’s grace through Jesus’ death. They, and indeed all 
topics, should be studied through the lens of the gospel.” 

 
“What does that mean? I thought the gospel was just what saves me, and then I kind of 
move in the Christian life.” No. The gospel—which centers around the cross of Christ—is 
everything. Think about the purpose of our everyday lives from the very beginning of 
Scripture. A couple lines into that passage from Genesis 1, verse 27 says,  
 

“God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and 
female he created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, ‘Be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth.’”  

 
We have been created to enjoy God’s grace in a relationship with Him. 
So from the start of Scripture, we see a two-fold purpose here for human life—for your life, 
for my life. One, we have been created to enjoy God’s grace in a relationship with Him. So 
God creates man and woman in His image, with a unique capacity to relate to Him, to walk 
with Him. You have been created with the unique capacity, ability, to know God. And the 
first thing God did after He created man and woman is He blessed them. This is the pure, 
unadulterated goodness of God being poured out upon His prize creation.  
 
And then He says, after He blessed them, “Now be fruitful and multiply, fill the earth and 
subdue it.” In other words, “Fill all creation with my image, with my blessing, with my 
goodness.”  
 
We have been created to exalt God’s glory to the ends of the earth. 
So we have been created to enjoy God’s grace, our relationship with Him, and we’ve been 
created—so this is the second part of the purpose, twofold here—we’ve been created to 
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exalt God’s glory to the ends of the earth. Enjoy God’s grace in relationship with Him. Exalt 
God’s glory to the ends of the earth. These initial verses in the Bible set the stage for an 
entire book that is permeated by this purpose. 
 
So we look at other passages in Genesis. In Genesis 12, God says to Abraham, “I will make 
of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a 
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” So I’m going to bless you and through 
blessing is going to be made known among all the families of the earth. Same thing to 
Abraham’s son Isaac in Genesis chapter 26, “I will multiply your offspring as the stars of 
heaven and will give to your offspring all these lands. And in your offspring,” in my blessing 
you, “all the nations of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 
Same thing with Jacob in Genesis chapter 28. You get to Exodus chapter 14, and God’s 
about to deliver His people from the Egyptians, who are about to overtake them as they 
stand at the Red Sea. And listen to what He says. God says, “And I will harden Pharaoh's 
heart, and he will pursue them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, and the 
Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord.” So notice how God blesses His people. He splits a 
sea in half. Why? So the Egyptians will know that He is God. This is extravagant grace for 
extravagant glory. This is the motivation that drives God throughout all history. 
 
Look at 1 Samuel 12:22. “For the Lord will not forsake his people...” Why? “...for his great 
name’s sake.” Second Samuel 7:23, “And who is like your people Israel, the one nation on 
earth whom God went to redeem to be his people, making himself a name.” Look at 2 Kings 
19:34. “I will defend this city to save it, for my own sake.” Look at Psalm 23, this beloved 
Psalm. “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.” We’re created to enjoy God’s grace. In 
Him, we have everything we want. “He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me 
beside still waters. He restores my soul.” Why does God do all of this? “He leads me in 
paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.” “For your name’s sake, O Lord, pardon my 
guilt, for it is great.” 
 
Listen to Psalm 37:4, “Delight yourself in the Lord.” Did you catch that? That’s a command 
in the Word of God. Christian, you are commanded to delight yourself in God, to be happy in 
God. That’s a good command. For God is glorified in a people who delight in Him. Keep 
going. Psalm 67, “May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon 
us.” Enjoy His grace, right? For what purpose? “That your way may be known on earth, your 
saving power among all nations.” Extend His glory. It continues throughout the Psalms. Go 
down to Isaiah, chapter 30, verse 18. “The Lord waits to be gracious to you, and therefore 
he exalts himself to show mercy to you.” He exalts Himself by showing us mercy.  
 
Isaiah 43 are some of the most beautiful words in the Bible. “Fear not, for I have redeemed 
you,” God says to His people. “I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm 
you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,” because “I am the Lord your 
God,” and “you are precious in my eyes, and honored, and I love you.” Then you get down 
to the very end and He says in verse seven, “I created you for my glory whom I formed and 
I made.” God shows such grace to us. “You are precious and honored in my sight, and I 
love you for my glory.” 
 
God forgives our sins. Why? Isaiah 43:25 says, “I, I am he who blots out your 
transgressions for my own sake.” Isaiah 48:9, “For my name’s sake I defer my anger, for 
the sake of my praise I restrain it for you, that I may not cut you off. Behold, I have refined 
you, but not as silver; I have tried you in the furnace of affliction. For my own sake, for my 
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own sake, I do it, for how should my name be profaned? My glory I will not give to 
another.” Now jump down to Ezekiel 36:22-23, when God says to His people,  
 

“It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the 
sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to which 
you came. And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been 
profaned among the nations....And the nations will know that I am the Lord, 
declares the Lord God, when through you I vindicate my holiness before their 
eyes.” 

 
Habakkuk 2:14, all history headed for the day “when the earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”  
 
Which is why, when you get to the New Testament, Jesus’ ministry ends with a commission 
for Christians to go, make disciples among all the nations. So spread the image of Christ 
among all nations. This is why Jesus went to the cross, John 12. This is why we pray, John 
14. This is why Jesus sent the Holy Spirit, John 16 and Acts 1, so that people who enjoy His 
grace will extend His glory, His witnesses to the ends of the earth. 
 
Romans 11:36, “To him be glory forever.” Look down at 1 Corinthians 10:31. “So,” so 
people of God who know the grace of God, “whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, 
do all to the glory of God.” Jump down to Revelation 7 where all this is headed. This is 
where all eternity’s going. This is the last passage in that section there. All of eternity’s 
headed toward the day when “a great multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a 
loud voice,” they will cry out, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to 
the Lamb!” They’ve been saved by His grace.  
 
“And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four 
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, 
‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be 
to our God forever and ever! Amen.’” Saved by His grace, enjoying His grace they exalt Him 
for His glory. This is where all of eternity is headed.  
 
So Jonathan Edwards rightly said, “The great end of God’s works, which is so variously 
expressed in Scripture, is indeed by one; and this one end is most properly and 
comprehensively called, the glory of God.” He continues,  
 

“God glorifies Himself toward the creatures in two ways: 1. By appearing to 
... their understanding. 2. In communicating Himself to their hearts, and in 
their rejoicing and delighting in, and enjoying, the manifestations which He 
makes of Himself .... God is glorified not only by His glory’s being seen, but 
by its being rejoiced in. When those that see it delight in it, God is more 
glorified than if they only see it .... He that testifies his idea of God’s glory 
[doesn’t] glorify God so much as he that testifies also his approbation of it 
and his delight in it.”  

 
Richard Baxter, Puritan pastor of old, said, “[God’s] glorifying himself and the saving of his 
people are not two decrees with God, but one decree, to glorify His mercy in their salvation, 
though we may say that one is the end of the other: so I think they should be with us 
together indeed.” He continues, “May the Living God, who is the portion and rest of the 
saints, make these our carnal minds so spiritual, and our earthy hearts so heavenly, that 
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loving Him, and delighting in Him,” listen to this, “may be the work of our lives.” Yes. Yes. 
Yes. This is our work. So this is our everyday work—delighting in our God. And there is no 
greater delight than this.  
 
It’s why C.S. Lewis said:  
 

The New Testament has lots to say about self-denial, but not about self-denial 
as an end in itself. We are told to deny ourselves and to take up our crosses 
in order that we may follow Christ; and nearly every description of what we 
shall ultimately find if we do so contains an appeal to desire. If there lurks in 
most modern minds the notion that to desire our own good and earnestly to 
hope for the enjoyment of it is a bad thing, I submit that this notion has crept 
in from Kant and the Stoics and is no part of the Christian faith. 

 
Hear what he’s saying there. Lewis is saying, “It’s not bad to desire good, to desire 
enjoyment, to desire satisfaction. Because if you really desire good, if you really desire 
enjoyment, if you really desire satisfaction, then that desire will ultimately lead you to God, 
Who is infinitely good, Who is infinitely enjoyable, and infinitely satisfying.” So he says: 
 

Indeed, if we consider the unblushing promises of reward and the staggering 
nature of the rewards promised in the Gospels, it would seem that Our Lord 
finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, 
fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, 
like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because 
he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are 
far too easily pleased. 

 
Don’t be pleased with what this world says satisfies you, when you’ve been created to enjoy 
God, for the glory of God. It’s why John Piper said, “The chief end of man is to glorify God 
by enjoying Him forever. God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him.” 
This is mammoth truth. And this is the purpose of your life. So you, right where you’re 
sitting, here or wherever you are in the world—you have been created to enjoy God and to 
exalt God, and these go together. The more you enjoy God the more you exalt God. The 
more you exalt God the more you enjoy God. Enjoyment by exaltation—this is the reason 
why you have breath right now, the purpose of our lives. 
 
 

The Problem in Our Everyday Lives 
 
 
God is glorious … 
But the problem in our everyday lives is that all of us have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God. God is glorious. He’s sovereign over all, a word that describes how God created all 
things, He knows all things, He sustains all things, and He owns all things. So sovereignty 
means authority. God is the author of all things, which means He has authority over all 
things. He has authority to govern the world, and God has authority to govern every one of 
our lives. He has all the rights. All the rights belong to God. He’s sovereign over all. 
 
And God is holy above all. He is holy above all. He’s unique, set apart, completely pure, 
completely true, completely other. “There is none holy like the Lord,” 1 Samuel 2:2. “Holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts,” Isaiah 6:3. He’s holy above all. He’s righteous in all His 
ways, which means He’s right in all that He does. Deuteronomy 32:4, “The Rock, his work is 
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perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and 
upright is he.”  
 
He’s righteous in all His ways, and He is just in all His wrath. Because God is holy and 
righteous, He cannot stand sin. He is intolerant of sin. Holiness can’t co-exist with sin. God 
can’t tolerate it. And God is indignant toward sinners, which may sound like strong language 
to some, but listen to the language of Scripture. Psalm 5, “The boastful shall not stand 
before your eyes; you hate all evildoers. You destroy those who speak lies; the Lord abhors 
the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.” And this is not an isolated verse in the Bible. I mean, 
look at Exodus 32 here and Numbers 16. They describe the white-hot wrath of God due 
sinners. 
 
Look down at Deuteronomy 9. It describes how the Lord was so angry in His wrath toward 
His people that He was ready to destroy them. Psalm 78 down there describes His wrath 
toward Pharaoh and the Egyptians, saying he “let loose on them his burning anger, wrath, 
indignation, and distress, a company of destroying angels. He made a path for his anger; he 
did not spare them from death, but gave their lives over to the plague.” This is God. And it’s 
not just the Old Testament either. In Acts 5, Ananias and Sapphira struck down dead for 
their deception in the church. That will hurt your attendance the next Sunday if people start 
dying in the offering.  
 
But I fear that we have no sense of this in the church today. There is far too much 
shallowness and levity among us. You just look at our worship. Where are the scenes of 
biblical worship? They’re so radically different from contemporary worship. Where’s 
Nehemiah, with the people bowing down on their faces, worshipping God? Where’s Ezra, 
who cried out in worship, “O my God, I’m too ashamed and disgraced to even lift my face to 
you”? In Ezra 10, people weeping together before the Lord. We don’t do these things today. 
We clap our hands and we dance around, and it never occurs to us that God might send us 
away. If you think about the seriousness of God’s holiness, His righteousness, and His wrath 
in Scripture, and you’ll see why they approach God with this kind of humility.  
 
Thankfully the glory of God does not end with His wrath. For not only is He just in all His 
wrath, but God is loving toward all His creation. First John 4:16 makes it clear. God doesn’t 
just demonstrate love. God defines love. Now, if you’re feeling a little bit of tension between 
those last two characteristics—His wrath and His love—then just hang on for a few minutes.  
 
We are sinful. 
Now while God is glorious, we are sinful, meaning we’ve denounced His sovereignty. We’ve 
rebelled against the authority of God. This is the picture of the first sin in Genesis 3. Even 
though God said not to eat from the tree, we’re going to do it anyway. He’s not lord over 
us. We can do what we want.  
 
This is the God Who beckons storm clouds in creation and they come. This is the God Who 
says to the mountains, “You go here,” and they go there, and the stars, “You go there,” and 
they go there. This is the God Who speaks to all creation. All creation responds in obedience 
to Him until you get to you and me, and we have the audacity to look at God in the face and 
say, “No. You’re not an authority over our lives.” And in this verse from Leviticus 16, sin is 
described as a transgression, literally a rebellion against authority.  
 
Sin is defiance against the Author of our lives. We’ve denounced His sovereignty. We’ve 
dishonored His holiness. Ezekiel 36 we read earlier. We’ve despised His righteousness. None 
of us are righteous, Romans 3 says. And we’ve disregarded His wrath, virtually pretending 
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it’s not even there—or violently objecting that it’s there. Ultimately, we have denied His 
love. 
 
When you ask someone in the church today what sin is, they’ll say, “Well, it’s messing up or 
doing something wrong or making a bad decision.” But ladies and gentlemen, sin is far 
worse than that. The problem in our lives is that we’ve denounced the sovereign God. We’ve 
dishonored His holiness, despised His righteousness. Though we deserve His wrath, we have 
totally disregarded it, and we have denied His love.  
 
The ultimate problem … 
This all leads to the ultimate problem in all the universe: How can a just, holy God save 
rebellious sinners who are due His wrath? We’ve got to feel the weight of this. Look at this 
verse from Proverbs—Proverbs 17:15. “He who justifies the wicked and he who condemns 
the righteous are both alike an abomination to the Lord.” So think about that. God is a just 
judge Who says to the wicked, “You’re wicked.” And He says to the righteous, “You’re 
righteous.” Consequently, He detests those who say to the wicked, “You are righteous,” or 
to the evil, “You’re good.” And He detests those who say to the good, “You’re evil,” or to the 
innocent, “You’re guilty.”  
 
That is an abomination to God, because God is a good judge. He’s a just judge. Like any 
good judge, He says to the guilty, “You’re guilty,” and He says to the innocent, “You’re 
innocent.” He says to the good, “You’re good.” He says to the evil, “You’re evil.” So follow 
this. God Himself says that if you justify the guilty, if you say the guilty are innocent, then 
you’re an abomination to the Lord. Well, that’s not good for us because it begs the question, 
“Well then how can God justify the guilty?” How can God say to those who are guilty, “You 
are innocent”? Because as soon as He does, He’s an abomination to Himself. How can God 
look at those who are guilty and say, “Innocent,” and still be just? 
 
This is the ultimate question of the Bible, and the ultimate problem for every person in this 
gathering tonight. Now, it’s not what we ought to look at as our ultimate problem. Most 
people in our culture are not worried about how God can be just and kind to sinners at the 
same time. How many people are losing sleep at night because God is being kind to 
sinners? On the contrary, we’re pointing the finger at God, saying, “How can you punish 
sinners? How can you let people go to hell?”  
 
But the question of the Bible is just the opposite. “God, how can you be just and let rebels 
into heaven?” So feel the tension here. How can God express His holiness without 
consuming us in our sin? How can God express His love without condoning us in our sin? 
How can God judge sin and justify the sinner at the same time? How can God satisfy His 
character and save our souls at the same time? How can this happen? You see the tension 
there in Hosea 11, a tension between what the Lord ought to do because of His 
righteousness and what He cannot do because of His love. There’s a conflict here of sorts 
between compassion and wrath, both of which are attributes of a good and holy God.  
 
 

How the Death of Christ Changed 
Everything in History Then 

 
 
God satisfied His character by sacrificing His Son in the place of sinners. 
And so this tension then leads us to How the death of Christ changed everything in history 
on Good Friday, two thousand year ago, when God satisfied His character by sacrificing His 
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Son in the place of sinners; God satisfied His character by sacrificing His Son in the place of 
sinners. So follow this. Understand why Good Friday, why the cross of Christ, is the 
centerpiece of all human history.  
 
See who Christ is … 
See Who Christ is. What sets Him apart from everybody else in history? He’s fully man like 
us, Hebrews 4 says, yet without sin. Jesus was, is, a man like us—human. At the same 
time, Jesus was fully God. C.S. Lewis said, “The doctrine of Christ’s divinity seems to me not 
something stuck on which you can unstick but something that peeps out at every point so 
that you’d have to unravel the whole web to get rid of it.” It’s clear all throughout the New 
Testament. Jesus is equated with God. Colossians 1 says, “He is the image of the invisible 
God.” Colossians 2:9, “In him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily.” Hebrews 1:3, “He is 
the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the 
universe by the word of his power.” 
 
Jesus says in Revelation 1, “‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is and 
who was and who is to come, the Almighty.’” Which is why John Owen, commenting on the 
cross, said, “He suffered not as God, but he who suffered was God.” So, when you think 
about the person of Christ on the cross, don’t think Jesus alone, as if He had no divine 
nature. Don’t think God alone as if He had no human nature. But think God in Christ—this is 
Who was on the cross. Not man alone or God alone, but God in Christ, fully God and fully 
man, Who was therefore uniquely qualified to mediate between God and man because of 
Who He is. 
 
See what Christ did … 
So see Who Christ is, and then see what Christ did two thousand years ago. First and 
foremost, He lived a sinless life. Unlike us, Jesus never sinned against God. He was 
obedient, perfectly obedient to God. And He had to do this. Otherwise He could not have 
died for us, for our sins. Or, He could have died when He was just a young child, or He 
could have just come from heaven at whatever age and gone straight to the cross. But His 
obedience in life was necessary for our salvation. He was obedient, He was righteous, in 
order to reconcile men to God. He had to possess the righteousness of God, which is the 
picture we see in the New Testament—2 Corinthians 5, 1 John 2 there.  
 
So Jesus lived a sinless life, and then He died a substitutionary death. And here’s what I 
mean by that, or what the Bible means by that. Hebrews 2:17. “He had to be made like his 
brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the 
service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.” That word “propitiation” 
means to turn aside punishment, to turn aside wrath.  
 
So picture it. You and I stand before God as sinners, deserving judgment in our sin. We are 
guilty before God. We deserve His wrath. Jesus was innocent before God. He did not 
deserve wrath. Yet what He did on the cross is He took our place—a substitute. He stood in 
the place of sinners. He died in the place of the disobedient. He died in the place of the 
unrighteous. He took the wrath of God that we deserved that it might be turned away from 
you and me. He died our death.  
 
This is what the Bible means when it says Christ died for us. That word “for” means “instead 
of, in the place of, on behalf of.” “While we were still weak,” Romans 5:6, “at the right time 
Christ died for the ungodly.” He died in the place of the ungodly. Galatians 3:13, “Christ 
redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us.” He became a curse 
instead of us. First Peter 2:24, “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we 
might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.” 
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The ultimate problem was solved at the cross … 
So get the picture here. This is God Himself, in the flesh, in Christ, taking -- God Himself 
taking the place of sinners who deserve His wrath. And this is how the ultimate problem was 
solved at the cross. For at the cross, the totality of God’s character was expressed. The 
justice of God was poured out on sin so that the mercy of God could be poured out on 
sinners. Mercy and justice both. Love and wrath both. Holiness and goodness both. So see 
it. First and foremost—follow this—the cross is a demonstration of the character of God. 
 
This is why Romans 3:25 says the cross “was to show God’s righteousness, because in his 
divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the 
present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” 
So think about this. God’s forgiveness of our sin is a threat to His character. Think about 
that. When Romans 3 talks about God in His patience passing over sins, you’ve got to feel 
the weight of that.  
 
I put 2 Samuel 12 there. David is guilty of adultery and murder. Nathan the prophet 
confronts him. “David said to Nathan, ‘I have sinned against the Lord.’ And Nathan said to 
David, ‘The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die.’” Just like that. The Lord has 
put away your sin. Adultery and murder are just passed over. Is that justice? No. If a judge 
today were to look at that case, and say, “I just put adultery and murder away,” we would 
have that judge off the bench in a heartbeat. That judge is not right. Do you realize this? 
God’s forgiveness of our sin is a threat to His character. God cannot be just and look at you 
and me in our sin or rebellion, in our guilt, and just say, “Innocent.” You can’t just pass over 
that. 
 
People say, “Well, God is loving, isn’t He? Why can’t He just forgive our sins? Why does 
there have to a payment? After all, we just forgive one another.” And some church father of 
old, I have the quote in here, responded, “If anybody imagines that God can simply forgive 
us as we forgive others, that person has not yet considered the seriousness of sin.” Or 
literally, what a heavy weight sin is against God.  
 
Do we realize the greatness of the One Whom we have sinned against? Do we realize that if 
He were to overlook sin, His justice and holiness would be completely compromised, and He 
would no longer be God? This is why John Stott said, “Forgiveness is for God the Father the 
profoundest of problems.” Don’t miss this: The cross is primarily and ultimately the 
demonstration of the character of God, which means before the cross is for anyone else’s 
sake, the cross is for God’s sake. The cross, Romans 3, is showing, displaying His 
righteousness, His justice toward sin. 
 
Who did Christ die for? Did Christ die for you? Did Christ die for me? Yes, but that’s an 
incomplete answer. Did He die for the nations? That is still incomplete. Ultimately Christ 
died for God. “If I were to appreciate the blood of Christ I must accept God’s valuation of it, 
for the blood is not primarily for me, but for God.” Ladies and gentlemen, see it. The glory 
of God drove Jesus to the cross that Good Friday. Listen to His words in John 12. “‘Now is 
my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this 
purpose I have come to this hour. ‘Father, glorify your name.’ Then a voice came from 
heaven: ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’”  
 
On the cross, Jesus is showing us that sin is infinitely offensive. The severity of sin is put on 
display. This means there is no room for self-exaltation at the cross. Everything at the cross 
is God-exaltation. The cross is the end of self-exaltation. Now we see why Jesus says things 
like, “Deny yourself, take up your cross and follow me.” The cross is completely and totally 
and radically about God-exaltation. The cross shows us that sin is infinitely offensive, and 
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the cross shows us that God is infinitely glorious. The cross is not a display of the finite 
worth of man. This is not a picture ultimately of how valuable we are, but how valuable He 
is. The cross is a display of the infinite worth of God. 
 
Now, follow this. Don’t miss this. When we see the cross as good news for God, for the first 
time we will see that the cross is really good news for us. Because at the cross, we see the 
value of God on display, the God Who we’re reconciled to, the God Who is infinitely glorious. 
And this, brothers and sisters, this is the God that we enjoy and delight in and are satisfied 
in. And then think about the rock-solid foundation here. God has grounded our salvation in 
His love for His own glory, and as such we can know that He is radically committed to 
preserving our salvation throughout all eternity. God will be true to His character. He will be 
true to His promise to save.  
 
At the cross, Psalm 85:10 is true: “Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; righteousness and 
peace kiss each other.” And at the cross the totality of God’s character was expressed, and 
salvation through God’s Son was achieved. “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew 
no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” At the cross, God 
expressed His judgment on sin. He at the same time endured His judgment against sin. And 
at the cross, God enabled salvation for sinners. The death of Christ on the cross changed 
everything then, for our good, for His glory. 
 
 

How the Death of Christ Changes 
Everything in Our Lives Today? 

 
 
So then, how does His death then change everything in our lives today? So see this. In the 
words of Jerry Bridges, “The gospel is not only the most important message in all of history; 
it is the only essential message in all of history. Yet we allow thousands of professing 
Christians to live their entire lives without clearly understanding it and experiencing the joy 
of living in it.” So this is what I want tonight. I want you to live in this, to consider the joy of 
living in this, of knowing that.  
 
Christ is the basis of our salvation. 
All right, follow this: Christ is the basis of our salvation. Ladies and gentlemen, Christ has 
done the work for our salvation at the cross. He’s conquered sin. He’s purchased 
righteousness for us. There’s no work for us to do. He has done it. This is huge. It’s there in 
Ephesians 2. If I were to ask you, “How do you know that you’re right before God?”, if the 
first words out of your mouth are, “Because I...” -- “Because I have done this,” or “Because 
I did that,” -- then you may be missing the point of the gospel. How are you right before 
God? Because Christ lived the life you could not live. Because Christ has died the death you 
deserved to die. This is the starting place. 
 
Faith is the means of our salvation. 
And so then the question becomes, “Okay, well then how can the work of Christ on the 
cross be applied to my life? How can it be appropriated in my life? Is it just automatic? Is it 
something that I’m born into, or is there something I have to do?” This is the next truth. 
Christ—Christ alone—the basis of our salvation. Faith is the means of our salvation. Faith is 
the anti-work. Galatians 2 says we’re “justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the 
law.” So faith is trust. Faith is surrender. Faith is the realization, there’s nothing you can do 
but trust in what has been done for you. Faith is a turning from yourself and your sin and a 
trusting in Christ as Savior of your sins and Lord over your life.  
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If you have never done this, then I invite you—I implore you—I urge you to do this tonight. 
Even as we’re talking about the cross, I pray that you in your heart for the first time would 
say—in this room, in that house, or wherever you find yourself—that you would for the first 
time say, “I need Christ and what He’s done, His work on my behalf to reconcile me to 
God.” To trust, to put your trust, your hope, your faith in Him. Here’s how it works. By 
initial faith in Christ, we are made right before God the Father. So when, by God’s grace, we 
turn to Him and trust Him for salvation, we’re reconciled to God. Romans 5:1, “Since we 
have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
And with that moment of initial faith, we experience what the Bible calls “new birth.” The 
language in John 3 is that we’re born again. Born again to a new life where God opens our 
eyes to our need for Him. This man named Nicodemus in John 3. We realize that even our 
best, our good, religious works count nothing before a holy God. We need His grace. We 
need His mercies. So God opens our eyes to this. God changes our heart. So a heart that 
was once hard toward Him changes. Now we want God. We desire God. This is not duty, but 
delight.  
 
God changes our heart; God enables our belief. And here’s what belief means biblically. 
Belief is a work of God’s grace that He does in our hearts. You see this all over the New 
Testament. John 6; Acts 11, 14, 15 and 16. Look at Acts 16:14, “The Lord opened [Lydia’s] 
heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul.” And by His grace we turn from our sin and 
ourselves. We repent, the Bible says, for it means to turn. We see our sin for what it is—it’s 
rebellion against God—and we run from it. We turn from it, from our sin and ourselves, and 
by His grace, we trust in Jesus as Savior and Lord. We trust in Him as the One Who can 
save us from our sin and the One Who reigns as Lord over our lives. Which is why Romans 
10:9 down there says, “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” And when this happens, 
when by God’s grace you do this, you are made right before God the Father.  
 
So, I know that in 60,000 people tonight there are some, likely many, maybe thousands, 
who have never done this. I invite you tonight to let this be the night, this Good Friday, 
where you turn from your sin and yourself and you trust in Jesus as Savior of your sins, as 
Lord over your life. And by initial faith in Christ, right where you’re sitting tonight—wherever 
you are—that right where you’re sitting, by faith in Him, you become right before God the 
Father. You say, “I need to do something.” No. That’s the beauty of Good Friday. He has 
done it. It is finished. He’s done the work. He’s paid the price for your sin. It’s trust in Him. 
By initial faith in Christ, we are made right with God, at peace with God. 
 
Now follow this. This is the beauty of new birth—it’s just beginning. Because by continual 
faith in Christ, we now walk with God as our Friend. So Jesus says, “No longer do I call you 
servants, for the servant doesn’t know what his master is doing; but I have called you 
friends.” So now we’re not just talking about new birth. We’re talking about experiencing 
new life. Paul says in Galatians 2, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who 
live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now lives in the flesh I live by faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” So hear that. Your life when you put your 
faith in Christ is united with God.  
 
So every Christian within the sound of my voice, every man, woman, student who has put 
their faith, their hope, their trust in Christ, your life has been united with God. Today we’re 
united with Christ. And Scripture talks about this in just a myriad of ways to make sure we 
get the point. And it’ll change your everyday life when you realize this, when you believe 
this, when you live in this—this reality—that Christian, Christ is in us today. Colossians 
1:27, “Christ [is] in you, the hope of glory.” Do you hear that? Christ—the image of the 
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invisible God, the Author of all creation, the Savior and Sustainer of the world—dwells in 
you.  
 
That could knock you over if you really think about it. Jesus died on a cross 2,000 years ago 
so He could live in your heart at this moment. Christ in you. Jesus is not just our Savior. 
He’s our life. This is mammoth truth, and it changes everything. Listen to Hudson Taylor, 
missionary to China. 

 
Oh, it is joy to feel Jesus living in you; to find your heart all taken up by Him; 
to be reminded of His love by His seeking communion with you at all times, 
not by your painful attempts to abide in Him. He is our life, our strength, our 
salvation... I am no longer anxious about anything... for He, I know, is able to 
carry out His will, and His will is mine. It makes no matter where He places 
me, or how. That is rather for Him to consider than for me; for in the easiest 
position He must give me His grace, and in the most difficult His grace is 
sufficient. So if God should place me in great perplexity, must He not give me 
much guidance; in positions of great difficulty, much grace; in circumstances 
of great pressure and trial, much strength. I have no fear that His resources 
will be unequal to the emergency! And His resources are mine—for He is 
mine, and is with me and dwells in me. 

 
See this. Scripture teaches that Christ is in us today. And then Scripture turns it around, 
and says we are in Christ today. Listen to the language Scripture uses to describe what it 
means to be, to live in Christ. “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation,” 2 Corinthians 
5:17. Which means we live in Christ, 2 Timothy 3:12. We rejoice in Christ. We find 
encouragement in Christ, Philippians 2:1-2. We find strength in Christ, Ephesians 6, 2 
Corinthians 12, Philippians 4. You just go back and maybe take one of these a day and 
meditate on these verses. We find strength in Christ; we find confidence in Christ, 
Philippians 1:14. We have freedom in Christ, Galatians 2:4-5. We have peace in Christ. “The 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.”  
 
We have wisdom in Christ, 1 Corinthians 4:10. We have victory in Christ, 2 Corinthians 
2:14. We have hope in Christ, Ephesians 1, Philippians 2. We have a hope in Christ. We 
obey our parents in Christ. We’ll talk about this later. Wives submit to husbands in Christ. 
We agree in Christ, Philippians 4:2. We stand in Christ, Philippians 4, 1 Thessalonians 3. We 
work in Christ. You with me? We work in Christ. We are blessed in Christ, Ephesians 1:3, 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.” All these things in Christ. 
 
And as if we haven’t gotten the point yet, Scripture then teaches not only Christ in us and 
we’re in Christ, but we are with Christ today. Romans 6, we’ve been crucified with Christ. 
We’ve been buried with Christ. We’ve been resurrected with Christ. Listen to Ephesians 2. 
Ephesians 2:4-7, “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he 
loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—
by grace you have been saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” We’re seated with Christ in the heavenly places. We are in 
Christ—with Him and in Him. “So that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable 
riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” 
 
This is just awesome to think about. We now fellowship with Christ, 1 Corinthians 1:9. We 
now work with Christ. Philippians 3:10 talks about how we suffer with Christ. He’s familiar 
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with our sufferings. We identify with Christ as we walk through suffering. We suffer with 
Christ. And one day we will reign with Christ.  
 
And in all of this, okay, we’re with Christ and Christ is with us. So the Scripture uses that 
language. “The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.” He’s with us in the church; He’s with 
us in the world. Ultimately, He’s with us forever. Matthew 28:20, “Behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” Christians, brothers and sisters, every Christian in this 
gathering—even new Christians tonight who are trusting Christ for the first time—know this: 
Your life is secure. Christ is in you. You’re in Christ. Christ is with you. You are with Christ. 
Christ is with you today, every single day, forever.  
 
Now what that means is, today we are being conformed to Christ. So now keep going here. 
He’s making us—as He’s in us, with us, we’re with Him, we’re in Him—He’s making us more 
and more into His image. Romans 8:28 says we know “that for those who love God all 
things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” Well, 
what’s God’s purpose? “For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed,” 
to be conformed—that’s the purpose, “to be conformed to the image of his Son.” So the 
Christian life begins at a point in time, and it triggers a process over time whereby we are 
daily more and more, through every single thing that happens in our lives—the best things 
and the worst things—we’re being conformed in the image of Christ.  
 
Now, to be sure, there’s daily struggle there. Because even though we’re in Christ, Christ is 
in us, sin is also in us as well. And it will be as long as we’re in this world. Even after all that 
Christ has done, all that He’s doing in our lives and His love for us, we are still prone to 
rebel against Him. We’re still prone to prefer our way over God’s way, to worry instead of 
trusting, to depend on ourselves instead of depending on Him. So there’s a daily struggle—
the Bible talks about this in places like Galatians 5—between the Spirit of Christ in us and 
the flesh in us, the remaining sin in us. A daily struggle between mortification of the flesh—
in other words, the denial, “Deny yourself, take up your cross, turn from sin”—mortification 
of the flesh, and the vivification of the Spirit, following the Spirit of Christ in us, the Spirit of 
Christ coming to life in us. 
 
And all these passages I’ve listed here talk about that struggle. Being conformed into the 
image of Christ is a daily struggle. We won’t go through all those passages, but this daily 
struggle is a gradual transformation, which is why Philippians 2 talks about how we’re 
working out our salvation. It’s not that we’re working our way into some kind of favor 
before God—that’s been...we’re at peace with God through trust in Christ. But now we’re 
being conformed into His image. This transformation is taking place more and more in every 
single day of our life.  
 
He’s transforming our minds today. We’re going to talk about each of these things. He’s 
transforming our minds today. He’s transforming our emotions today. He’s transforming our 
wills today, “to will and to work for His good pleasure,” Philippians 2:12-13. He’s 
transforming our bodies today, which we’ll talk about. He’s transforming our relationships 
today—in the church, with the lost, people around us. He’s transforming every single facet 
of our lives. 
 
Now, in this daily struggle we have to constantly be aware of two daily dangers. One, we 
must beware of legalism. So we’ve got to be on guard against thinking that our work before 
God can make us right before Him, or more right before Him, thinking that in our actions 
we’re earning acceptance from God. So then we start thinking, “I need to pray. I need to 
read the Bible. I need to go to church. I need to do these things in order to be accepted by 
God.”  
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But that kind of thinking—this is the whole point of salvation—that you’re somehow gaining 
some kind of credit before God, when the reality is you’ve already been credited with the 
righteousness of Christ Himself, is not biblical. What will you add to that? You have nothing 
to add to that. Don’t think that way. Paul says in Galatians 3 and 5, “If you do, you’ll lose 
the benefits of Christ. If you’re working for God, then what do you need Christ for? You 
apparently can do this on your own, so Christ is of no value to you.” Either Christ will do 
everything for us, or He can do nothing for us. You lose the benefits of Christ; you gain the 
burden of the law where you have to work tirelessly to try to earn the favor of God—and 
ultimately you miss the grace of God. 
 
Martin Luther said, “What can be more insane and wicked than to want to lose the grace 
and favor of God and to retain the law of Moses, whose retention makes it necessary for you 
to accumulate wrath and every other evil for yourself?” I think that’s a good thought, 
Martin. So, we don’t want to miss the grace of God. Beware of the trap of legalism. 
 
And then on the other side of the spectrum, we want to beware of license, thinking that, 
“Okay, I’m credited with the righteousness of Christ. Then I can live however I want.” But 
this is not the effect of the cross on everyday life, because this fundamentally misses the 
transformation that God intends for us. James 2 makes clear that faith without fruit is no 
faith at all. Gospel truth is never intended to only be accepted in our heads; gospel truth is 
always intended to be applied in our lives. “Let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel,” 
Philippians 1:27. Remember that we’re not free from Christ; we’re free to Christ. But live 
with Him. Galatians 2:20, He’s our life. We’re not free to sin; we’re free from sin, Romans 6 
says. We’re not free to flaunt God’s commands; we’re free to follow God’s command. It’s 
what Paul means when he talks about the obedience of faith in all this.  
 
So here are two daily implications. One: Every day we rest with radical confidence in the 
grace of God. Follow this. Christ is our righteousness. We have found in Him the rest our 
souls long for. You are free in Christ from the attempt to try to earn the favor of God. Christ 
has done that on our behalf. He’s lived the life we couldn’t live. He’s died the death we 
deserve to die. By grace through faith, you’ve been united with Him. Rest with radical 
confidence in His blood-bought grace. 
 
At the same time, by the power of His Spirit at work in our lives, we work with radical 
obedience for the glory of God. So follow this. We work, not to earn the favor of God. We 
work because we’ve been given favor from God. We work not to earn His love. We work 
because He’s given us His life. And so we gladly deny ourselves, pick up our cross and 
follow Him wherever He leads.  
 
Works are the evidence of our salvation. 
Which leads to a life reality: Grace is the basis of our salvation, and faith, the means, and 
works are the evidence of our salvation, which hopefully makes sense in light of all that 
we’ve seen. 
 
James makes clear in James chapter two that faith compels daily work. When we walk with 
God through faith in Christ, this kind of faith compels daily work with Christ, in Christ, for 
the glory of Christ. We’re not talking about negative work that’s fueled by the flesh to earn 
favor before God. That’s not the kind of work we’re talking about. We’re talking about 
positive work that’s fueled by faith to bring glory to God. And faith in Christ compels that 
kind of work on a daily basis.  
 
And our daily work completes our faith, which is what I put earlier James 2. He said 
Abraham’s faith was made complete by what he did. Abraham’s works matured his faith, 
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brought his faith to its completed goal. James is saying that when we obey God, when we 
work, our faith grows up and matures. It’s brought to completion. The more you obey God, 
the more your faith grows. 
 
Think about this practically. We’re going to talk in a minute about praying and reading the 
Bible on a daily basis. Now, if you are doing that work in the flesh, because you feel like this 
is a religious routine that you need to do in order to earn favor before God, then that is not 
a good work. But if you believe that your supreme delight is found in God, and you want to 
know Him, you want to hear from Him, you want to express the longings of your heart to 
Him, then prayer and daily Bible reading is a really, really good work. And in this way faith 
will compel you to pray and read, and your faith will grow and mature as you pray and read. 
That’s what we’re after.  
 
And this is important. It’s so important, because when this is the reality in our everyday 
lives, when faith is producing work like this, then God glorifies Himself in salvation that’s 
free, in salvation that is free. It’s all based on His grace. And at the same time God glorifies 
Himself in lives that are full. Grace that’s free; lives that are full.  
 
The basis (Christ), the means (faith), the evidence (works) of our salvation are all 
ultimately involved in eternal judgment before God. 
The basis (Christ), the means (faith), the evidence (works) of our salvation are all 
ultimately involved—now follow this—in eternal judgment before God. In Matthew 7, Jesus 
says, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the 
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 24:13, “But the one who 
endures to the end will be saved.” Romans 2 says,  
 

“[God] will render to each one according to his works: to those who by 
patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give 
eternal life; but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but 
obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury.”  

 
And there are scores of other verses I’ve got after that. 
 
Now you hear that, and if we’re not careful we begin to think that these and the other 
passages listed here are saying that the basis of our salvation will be our works—whether or 
not we’ve done God’s will. But that’s not the case. We’ve covered that. In the end, the basis 
of our salvation is going to be the life, the death and the resurrection of Christ. And in the 
end, the only means by which that work is applied to our lives is through faith alone in what 
Christ has done.  
 
But in the end it will also be clear whether or not that faith was genuine. According to 
Matthew 7, we will have walked in the will of God. Matthew 24, our faith will have endured 
through trial. Romans 2, we will have sought God’s glory instead of our own. So get the 
picture. When you stand before God, in heaven, or before heaven—we’re talking final 
judgment here—when it will be declared openly and finally your eternal destiny. What will 
be the basis by which you will enter into heaven and dwell in the presence of God for all of 
eternity? What’s the basis? The only way that you can ever get into heaven is on the basis 
of the shed blood of Christ. That is why it’s called Good Friday. 
 
What is the means by which you’ll be declared openly, at that moment, that you’re 
welcomed into the presence of God for all of eternity? The means is faith. You said, “Father, 
I’ve nothing in me to stand on. I trust wholly in the righteousness of Christ to stand before 
you. You opened my eyes to your holiness, my sin, Christ as Savior, Lord, by your grace. 
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Nothing in my hands I bring; simply to the cross I cling.” And in the background of your life 
on that day it will be evident that faith was indeed a reality in your life. So works are not 
the basis. Christ is the basis. Work are not the means. Faith is the means. Works are 
evidence of salvation.  
 
The basis (Christ), the means (faith), and the evidence (works) of our salvation 
are all only possible by everyday grace from God. 
And, don’t miss it, in all of this: The basis (Christ), the means (faith), and the evidence 
(works) of our salvation are all only possible by everyday grace from God. So the work of 
Christ on the cross obviously demonstrates God’s grace. But don’t miss this. The grace of 
God is the foundation for the other two realities there too. We were sinners, enemies of 
God, having rebelled against Him, and nothing in us to draw us to Him. So how do we come 
to faith? Well, by grace. Faith is a gift of grace. And our works are the work of His ongoing 
grace in our life. Everything here is by grace.  
 
I picture it this way. Imagine giving money to your child for them to buy a present to give 
to you. So they give you a present. But did they really? I mean, it came from you in the first 
place, right? But was it an expression of their love? Well, sure it was. So the illustration isn’t 
perfect. Don’t carry it too far. This is the reality: Anything you or I bring to God as an 
offering that’s pleasing to Him is going to be the overflow of what He’s given to me. 
Everything. It’s all of grace. All three of these realities only possible by the grace of God.  
 
So in every way Ephesians 2:8-10 is true. “By grace you have been saved through faith. 
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one 
may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” Now this is good news. God’s pleasure 
in you is not based on your performance for Him. God’s pleasure in you is based upon 
Christ’s performance for you. 
 
I may sound like I’m repeating some of the same things over and over here in different 
ways, but I’m only trying to heed the counsel of Luther, who said:  

 
The law is divine and holy. Let the law have its glory, but yet no law, be it 
never so divine and holy, ought to teach me that I am justified, and shall live 
through it. I grant it may teach me that I ought to love God and my neighbor; 
also to live in love, soberness, patience, etc., but it ought not to show me 
how I should be delivered from sin, the devil, death, and hell. Here I must 
take counsel of the gospel. I must hearken to the gospel, which teaches me, 
not what I ought to do but what Jesus Christ the son of God hath done for 
me: that He suffered and died to deliver me from sin and death. The gospel 
wills me to receive this, and to believe it. And this is the truth of the gospel. 
Most necessary it is, therefore, that we should know this article well, teach it 
unto others, and beat it into their heads continually. 

 
I’m just trying to beat it into your head.  
 
A great biblical example is 1 Corinthians 15. Look at the end of this passage. Paul says, “I 
am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the 
church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in 
vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace 
of God that is with me.” Do you hear that? Paul says, “By the grace of God I am what I am.” 
But then he says, “I worked harder than any of these other guys.” And he worked. Paul is 
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working hard. But it was grace that did it. So who did the work? Paul did, but only because 
of grace from Christ. 
 
So do you get the picture? So this is the way I picture it. Every day of life, Paul is getting 
up, and he’s saying to God, “Apart from your grace I can’t do a thing. With your grace 
working through me I can live with power.” And then he goes into his day and he works 
hard. He works harder than anybody else, constantly aware of his dependence on God. And 
he works hard all day long and gets to the end of the day, and he looks back and he says, 
“Thank you for grace. It was all grace. Not I, but the grace of God that was with me.”  
 
This is a gospel foundation for understanding everyday life. The purpose of our everyday 
lives: Enjoy His grace as we extend His glory. The problem is we’ve sinned against Him. The 
good news is the death of Christ has changed everything. God has poured out His wrath on 
His Son, and He has paid the price for our sin, so that through trust, through faith, through 
hope in Him, we can be delivered from our sins, reconciled to God. You and I can know God, 
be at peace with God, be in Christ, Christ in you, with Christ, Christ with you, now, today, 
every single day, for all of eternity.  
 
For the next ten billion years, we’re just getting started. Christ in you. You in Christ, with 
Christ. That changes everything about what happens when you get up in the morning, and 
you realize you’re in Christ; you’re with Christ, Christ with you. You realize you don’t have 
to earn salvation. You realize you’ve been given salvation, and you’re driven by the grace of 
God in you to work hard, to enjoy Him as you exalt Him. So, there’s the foundation. 
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