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Three Conclusions

Here are three conclusions.

First, an eternal hell awaits every person in the world who does not believe the gospel of Jesus

Christ. Revelation 20:11-15 says,

“Then | saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth
and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. And | saw the dead, great and
small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was
opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the
books, according to what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who were in it,
Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one
of them, according to what they had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the
lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone's name was not found
written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”

We’ve talked about a lot of people—billions of them right now—who are on a road that leads to eternity

separated from God.

Christ.

the world.

Second, an eternal heaven awaits every person in the world who does believe the gospel of Jesus

“Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And | heard
a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He
will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as
their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more,
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have
passed away.” (Revelation 21:1-4)

Third, God has ordained our mouths to be the means by which the gospel goes to every person in

“For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all,
bestowing his riches on all who call on him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord will be saved.” How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And
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how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear
without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” But they have
not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard
from us?” So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.” (Romans
10:12-17)

Three Exhortations

So, here are three exhortations.

Pray Passionately

First, let’s pray passionately for the spread of the gospel to the ends of the earth. Let’s plead for
God to save Animists and Hindus and Buddhists and Muslims and Atheists, and let’s plead for God to
awaken His church to see Who He is, to see the need around us, and to speak the Word with great

boldness.

“Then he [Jesus] said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few;
therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”
(Matthew 9:37-38)

Give Sacrificially
Let’s pray passionately, and let’s give sacrificially. Let’s spend our resources, not for more

pleasures and pursuits in this world, but for the spread of the gospel in the world and for His purposes on

the earth.
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where
thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

Go Confidently

Then third, let’s go confidently to the people right around us—right where God has put us. God
has put you in communities—whether it’s here in Charlotte, whether it’s in 84 different countries around
the world or 50 different states—He’s put us in places uniquely for the spread of His gospel in those
places. So go to people right around us. Think, “Who do I know, who do I have a relationship with, who
is in my sphere of influence who needs to know the gospel?”

Be active in sharing the gospel with the people right around you, and then raise your eyes to the
peoples around the world. This is the command of Jesus: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations”
(Matthew 28:19). I have prayed that God would so work in some hearts tonight, seeing this global gospel

in a world of religions, that some of you might say for the first time—maybe it’s for the first time in a
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long time—*“God, however You want to use my life, even if that means going overseas, or if that means
going across town to this area of my city, I want to go for the spread of the gospel to people who are
different from me, people who believe different things.”

Know that there will be risk. If we start sharing the gospel, there will be risk to our reputation, to
our comfort, to our careers—increasingly so in this culture. There will be risks with our finances if we’re
giving sacrificially for the spread of the gospel in a world of religions. There will be a risk in our future.
There will be a risk in our families. There will be a risk to our safety. There will be a risk in our lives as
we take the gospel into a world of religions. None of us is guaranteed to keep our lives. If we look at
Revelation 6:9-11, it’s a clear teaching of Scripture that there are still more people who will lose their

lives in the spread of the gospel around the world.

“When he opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of those who had been
slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with a loud
voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our
blood on those who dwell on the earth?” Then they were each given a white robe and told
to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be
complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been.”

It doesn’t sound like we can go confidently with all this risk until we realize, brothers and sisters,
that we are looking to our reward. There is coming a day when, surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses,
let’s run with endurance the race that’s set forth before us, fix our eyes on Jesus, “who for the joy that
was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of
God” (Hebrews 12:1-2). There’s coming a day when the great dragon will be thrown down. Look at this
passage in Revelation 12:7-12:

“Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the
dragon and his angels fought back, but he was defeated, and there was no longer any
place for them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent,
who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down
to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. And | heard a loud voice in
heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the
authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down,
who accuses them day and night before our God. And they have conquered him by the
blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even
unto death. Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O
earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that
his time is short!”

There’s a day coming when the Kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ will have come fully.
So in a world of religions, brothers and sisters, let’s long for that day, and let’s give our lives for that
day—starting right where we live, right now, and wherever God leads us in the future.

Will you pray with me? I want to close our time together tonight in prayer, and specifically I want

to invite you, just right now in your hearts—followers of Christ here and all around the world—would
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you lift up names of people you know who don’t know the gospel, asking that you will have opportunity
to share it with them? Just generally ask God to bring them to a knowledge of the gospel and to use your
life, to give you boldness to share with them.

Then would you pray specifically, if you haven’t already thought of them, for people who maybe
are in your community, your city, or people around the world, that you would have an opportunity to be
part of reaching someone who is Buddhist or Muslim or Hindu or Animists or atheists. And would you
express to God a willingness to go wherever He leads you, in your life, your family, for the spread of the
gospel in the world in the days to come.

O God, You know how I’ve prayed for this night, that You would bring about these aims and that
You would bring about a firm confidence in the gospel in our hearts. God, I pray for that. I pray that we
will walk away with deeper love for the gospel, for the beauty and uniqueness of Christ and the salvation
You’ve given us. Help us to hold firmly to it. God, You know I’ve prayed that it would lead to a
commitment in our lives to proclaim this gospel right where we live and wherever You lead.

I pray right now that there would be ripple effects felt in cities and communities and among
people groups in the world as a result of the gospel in hearts in this gathering—the gospel spreading
through lips from this gathering. Help us, we pray. Help us all to be faithful to proclaim this gospel, this
good news. We pray that You would use and spend our lives and our families to draw many Animists to
Yourself, many Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims, atheists and agnostics to Y ourself.

We believe You love the world so much that You have given Your Son to die for our salvation.
So help us to make that salvation known in a way that resounds to Your glory—right where we live, in
our neighborhoods and cities, and far beyond where we live to the ends of the earth. In Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen.

Thank you for persevering about 25 minutes past what we said we were going to do. But that’s
under 30! Which is better than we’ve done sometimes. I hope that we will walk away with firm
confidence in the gospel and a commitment to making it known.

I was reading this morning Numbers 6:24-25, “The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make
his face to shine upon you,” that His ways may be known on earth, and His saving power known in the

communities where you live and to the nations of the earth (Psalm 67). God bless.
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