G L O B AL G O SP E L
Get ready! Over the next three weeks, we will be
looking at how we as a faith family can impact the
world by equipping the church, empowering the poor,
and engaging the lost in all nations.

PERSECUTION
everyone who wants to live a
godly life in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted...

2 TIM 3:12

As we consider the greatness of God and the gravity
of the task before us to declare His glory to the
ends of the earth, we will be celebrating all that God
has been doing in and through us while we consider
the limitless possibilities for what He might do in and
through us in the days ahead
We worship a God who is worthy of global praise, and
we have been saved by a Gospel that necessitates
global proclamation!
This guide for worship has been designed to put a
more personal face on the poor, the lost and the
needy around the world by telling a true story of
persecution, poverty or lostnss.
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Each week, we will have three different versions of
the guide, with three unique stories with speciFic
prayer needs which will guide your prayer for the
nations over the coming weeks. Please use this guide
during your personal worship and prayer.

The realities of persecution are so very unfamiliar to the mass majority
of us sitting in this room. In our ‘world’, people have freedom to practice
their faith in Jesus Christ and can openly talk about the Gospel. The
corruption that we might see in our country is far different from the
injustice so many are faced with in other parts of the world.
In Pakistan, for example, a person can be legally sentenced to death for
destroying the Quran. In Saudi Arabia, converting to Christianity can mean
losing your life. In many countries Christian children are mistreated and
adults cannot get a job because they follow Christ.

MESSAGE NOTES

There is an [unnamed] place in Columbia so infected with violence
neither military nor police will venture there. Pastors, children, women
and men are routinely killed. This is Maria’s workplace.
In this place, gun-wielding guerrillas and paramilitary groups are waging
war. To control the citizens they plant bombs everywhere. They
have threatened all the residents, especially the pastors. The pastors
met with them, but they were in no mood to negotiate. They closed
all the churches. To exert their authority they force pastors to ask
their permission before they can meet with others.
One pastor forgot and walked across the street without asking First
and they shot him to death. Another pastor went to pray for a
friend and they asked, “Who gives you the right to have a church
service?” The pastor told them, “I just came to pray.” And they shot
him dead. His son ran and asked, “Why do you do this?” And they shot
him, too. This is Maria’s neighborhood.

MESSAGE NOTES

In this place, the FARC guerillas and the National Liberation Army Fight
over oil and dominance. They especially target the churches. Churches
tell people about the Lord Jesus Christ, churches turn young men into
pastors instead of killers, churches give the people hope. Now Christians
in this place are underground. Some gather in the dark, huddled around
a candle and silently pray. Others, if they want to sing the Lord’s
praises, decorate their door with balloons and tell the guerillas they are
having a birthday party. This is Maria’s worship.
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In this place, Maria cares for hundreds of children, orphaned by
terrorist violence. She also takes care of 51 women, most of them the
wives of pastors, all of them widowed. In her work among the widows
and orphans Maria encounters the guerillas. They threaten her. They
bomb her church. They send her letters, telling her to stop her work;
they stalk her like prey and threaten to kill her. She refuses.
“We believe we are called by God,” she says, “and we cannot be quiet.”
This is Maria’s mission Field.

MESSAGE NOTES

One day
ay Maria was at home with her husband, a pastor, and
her son, when terrorists planted
bomb in a tree near her
ted a bo
house. The bomb exploded, the house Filled with smoke, glass Flew
everywhere, including into her son. The event traumatized her,
made her think twice about what they were doing in this place
where armed men are too afraid to go. But... “God needs us here,”
she says. “Even though the church is suffering we will not give up.
We will not change our principles.”
“It is important to let you know that [Columbian Christians] are
suffering,” Maria says. “We are part of the same body. We are
one church. [But] we have to humble ourselves in the Lord’s
presence. The bible says that the love of God gives us the riches
and there is no sadness in that.”
(Information provided by: Voice of The Martyrs)

PRAYER GUIDE
MONDAY

Pray for the Gospel to spread in Columbia and for the peace of
Christ to rest in the hearts of our brothers and sisters who have
to daily live in this chaos.

TUESDAY

Pray for FARC guerrillas and the other military groups in Columbia
who have not heard the Gospel. Pray for God to prepare their
hearts to hear the good news of Christ so that they might turn to
Jesus and be saved.

WEDNESDAY

Pray for God to equip the believers in Columbia with solid biblical
truth so that they may continue to make disciples and live out the
will of God in their lives according to His Word.

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Ask for God to use us and other believers across the world to meet
the needs of the persecuted church in Columbia and in other parts
of the world where persecution is severe.

Pray for God to show us as a church and individually how He wants
to use our lives to impact the nations with the Gospel. Seek the will
of God according to His word. Soak it in and let God use you for the
great commission of Christ.

Release International
r e so u r c e *www.releaseinternational.org
Christian Freedom International
in f o : *www.christianfreedom.org
* Voice of the Martyrs
www.persecution.com
* International Christian Concern
www.persecution.org/suffering/indexphp
* Persecution Blog
www.persecutionblog.com
* Stand Today
www.standtoday.org
* Open Doors
www.opendoorsusa.org
* Christians of Iraq
www.christiansofiraq.com

GLOBAL
GOSPEL
for mor e deta iled info rma tion on
glob al min istry at Broo k Hills visit
www .bro okh ills.o rg

Lift up prayers of thanksgiving for all God has done and is doing and
continues to do here in Birmingham and in all nations. He alone has
the power to save. He alone is worthy of all worship. Let us Fix our
eyes on Christ. Our Lord. Our Savior. Our Prize.
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