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Bart Box – August 21, 2011
What Kind of Love Is This?
John 3:16
“Babes in Christ and men in Christ here feed upon one common food. Come, ye aged
saints, be children again; and you that have long known your Lord, take up your first
spelling-book, and go over your ABC’s again, by learning that God so loved the world,
that he gave his Son to die, that man might live through him. I do not call you to an
elementary lesson because you have forgotten your letters, but because it is a good
thing to refresh the memory, and a blessed thing to feel young again.” (Spurgeon)
A Love that Is Surprisingly Provided
•

God’s love is surprising because He doesn’t need to love us.
o In Himself, God has no need to love us.
 The Father is perfectly satisfied in the Son. (John 3:35; 5:20)
 The Son is completely devoted to the Father. (John 14:30-31)
o Yet, in His goodness, God does love us.

•

God’s love is surprising because we don’t deserve His love.
o The world is unloving in its rebellion against God.
o Yet, God is resolute in His love for the world.
A Love that Is Surpassingly Great

•

God’s love is surpassing because He gives His only Son.

•

God’s love is surpassing because he gives His only Son as our substitute.
“Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him
stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed. All we
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and
the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” (Isaiah 53:4-6)
A Love that Is Supremely Important

•

For the unbelieving, there is an urgency to trust God’s Son.

•

For the believing…
o There is a reminder of God’s unlimited provision for us.
o There is a reminder of God’s unwavering affection for us.
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