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TRANSFORMATION
The Patience of God, The Power of God, and the Passion of Paul

Acts 9:1-31

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners, of whom I (Paul) am the foremost. But I received mercy for this reason, that in 

me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who 
were to believe in him for eternal life. (1Tim. 1:15-16)

The Patience of God (9:1-3)

Love is patient… (1Cor. 13:4)  …God is love. (1Jn. 4:8)

 l See God’s patience toward _____________ people. (Lk. 15:11-32, Matt. 9:9-13, Lk. 19:10)
 l See God’s patience toward _____________. (Rom. 2:4, 2 Pet. 3:9, Lk. 22:54-62)

The Power of God (9:4-19)

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (2Cor. 4:6)

 l See the power of God’s sovereign _____________. (Rom. 9:15-16)
 l See God’s power in conversion. (1 Pet. 1:3)
 l See God’s power through His _____________. (Jn. 13:34-35, 1 Cor. 12:21-26)
 l See how God’s power gives you ________. (Is. 63:1, Rom. 15:4, 1 Cor. 15:55-57, Rev. 21:5)

The Passion of Paul (9:20-31)

 … he appeared also to me (Paul). For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his 
grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it 

was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. (1Cor. 15:8-10)

 l See Paul’s passion for _____________________ from the moment of his conversion.  
     (Rom. 15:20-21)
 l See Paul’s passionate love for Jesus Christ. (Phil. 3:7-11)
 l See how even the most passionate followers of Jesus Christ can’t live life _____________. 
     (1 Cor. 12:12-20)
 l See how God builds up and multiplies His church. (Prov. 8:13, Jn. 14:15-18 ) 
 l See Paul’s passion for Christ as a __________________ to the love of Christ toward him. 
     (1 Jn. 4:19)
 l See God’s passion for _____________ in Jesus Christ. (Jn. 3:16, 1 Jn. 4:10)

Prayers of Response and Application

Father, thank you for your patience towards us. As we continue to see and experience your 
patience, help us to _________________ in patience towards others. (Col. 3:12-15, 2 Tim. 3:10, 
2 Tim. 4:2)

Father, thank you for your power. As we continue to see and experience your power towards us, 
help us to depend less on ourselves and more on You. (Eph. 1:16-23, Eph. 3:14-21, 2 Cor. 12:8-10)

Father, thank you for your passionate love for us. As we continue to see and experience your 
passionate love, help us to grow in passionate love for you, and passionate love for those you 
are still seeking to TRANSFORM among all ethnic groups in Birmingham, the United States, and 
our entire _____________! (1 Cor. 13:4-14:1, 1 Jn. 4:11-12)
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to save sinners, of whom I (Paul) am the foremost. But I received mercy for this reason, that in 

me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who 
were to believe in him for eternal life. (1Tim. 1:15-16)

The Patience of God (9:1-3)

Love is patient… (1Cor. 13:4)  …God is love. (1Jn. 4:8)

 l See God’s patience toward sinful people. (Lk. 15:11-32, Matt. 9:9-13, Lk. 19:10)
 l See God’s patience toward you. (Rom. 2:4, 2 Pet. 3:9, Lk. 22:54-62)

The Power of God (9:4-19)

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (2Cor. 4:6)

 l See the power of God’s sovereign mercy. (Rom. 9:15-16)
 l See God’s power in conversion. (1 Pet. 1:3)
 l See God’s power through His church. (Jn. 13:34-35, 1 Cor. 12:21-26)
 l See how God’s power gives you hope. (Is. 63:1, Rom. 15:4, 1 Cor. 15:55-57, Rev. 21:5)

The Passion of Paul (9:20-31)

 … he appeared also to me (Paul). For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his 
grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it 

was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. (1Cor. 15:8-10)

 l See Paul’s passion for evangelism from the moment of his conversion. (Rom. 15:20-21)
 l See Paul’s passionate love for Jesus Christ. (Phil. 3:7-11)
 l See how even the most passionate followers of Jesus Christ can’t live life alone. 
     (1 Cor. 12:12-20)
 l See how God builds up and multiplies His church. (Prov. 8:13, Jn. 14:15-18 ) 
 l See Paul’s passion for Christ as a response to the love of Christ toward him. (1 Jn. 4:19)
 l See God’s passion for you in Jesus Christ. (Jn. 3:16, 1 Jn. 4:10)

Prayers of Response and Application

Father, thank you for your patience towards us. As we continue to see and experience your 
patience, help us to grow in patience towards others. (Col. 3:12-15, 2 Tim. 3:10, 2 Tim. 4:2)

Father, thank you for your power. As we continue to see and experience your power towards us, 
help us to depend less on ourselves and more on You. (Eph. 1:16-23, Eph. 3:14-21, 2 Cor. 12:8-10)

Father, thank you for your passionate love for us. As we continue to see and experience your 
passionate love, help us to grow in passionate love for you, and passionate love for those you are 
still seeking to TRANSFORM among all ethnic groups in Birmingham, the United States, and our 
entire planet! (1 Cor. 13:4-14:1, 1 Jn. 4:11-12) 




