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“THE CROSS AND CHRISTIAN lIbERTy”

1 Corinthians 8 and 10

Conviction Friction, Then and Now
l This passage separates believers into two , which means we 
instinctively start to think of which group we might be in. (1 Corinthians 8:7, 9-13; 10:24, 25)
l Paul’s intent—more importantly, God’s intention in this passage—isn’t to 

 either of these groups against the other.
l The controversial practice that’s being discussed in Chapters 8 and 10 is what to do 
about food offered to idols. May they  it? If so, does it matter 

 they eat it?

What Corinth Knew
l Food is . Rock is rock. God is . (8:1, 4-6)

What Corinth Missed
l You are  by God. (1 Corinthians 8:1-3)
 m Knowledge isn’t the  of Christian faith.  
   is. (cf. 1 Corinthians 8:2, 13:2; 1 Timothy 1:5;  
  2 Peter 1:5-7)
 m If you  God, it’s because,  you loved God,  
  you were  by God. (1 Corinthians 8:3; cf. Galatians 4:9) 
 m One of the great effects of daily  on the gospel is that it  
   our spiritual superiority complexes. (1 Corinthians 4:7;  
  cf. 1 Corinthians 1:27, 29) 
l Knowledge without love . (1 Corinthians 8:1, 7-13)
 m The Corinthians had one agenda for the “weak” brothers: teach them the way  
 of . (1 Corinthians 8:1, 4-6) 
 m Make yourself a slave of the law of love and know   
  freedom. (1 Corinthians 8:13, 9; 10:23-24, 32-33)
l Idols may be . But idolatry is .  
(1 Corinthians 10:1-22)
 m Paul draws a connection between outward signs of God’s saving power in  
 the  Testament (Red Sea, manna, water from a rock) and  
 outward signs of His saving power in the  Testament  
 (baptism, Lord’s Supper).
l What does this have to do with Chapter 8’s eating of idol food in the idol temples?  
(1 Corinthians 10:14-22)
 m  get pleasure from the worship that takes place in  
   temples. (1 Corinthians 10:20)
 m Outside of its idolatrous , idol food becomes  
 simply  and belongs to the one God. (1 Corinthians 10:25;  
 Romans 14:14)

So, How Do We Apply This?
1. Let’s prayerfully, wisely, and humbly  those who have converted 
to Christianity from formal pagan backgrounds to break with the idolatrous practices they 
previously engaged in.
2. Let’s  lest we ourselves fall into informal idolatry, which can 
take a hundred forms in our lives.
3. Let’s  in love with fellow believers, seeking to serve, encourage, 
and strengthen them.
4. Let’s actively  to Christ and trust in His finished work on our 
behalf.
5. Let’s  the ties that can form between our hearts and false gods/
saviors.
6. Let’s daily  on the Holy Spirit’s power to sanctify us.



July 28, 2013  l  Matt Mason
“THE CROSS AND CHRISTIAN lIbERTy”

1 Corinthians 8 and 10

Conviction Friction, Then and Now
l This passage separates believers into two groups, which means we instinctively start to think 
of which group we might be in. (1 Corinthians 8:7, 9-13; 10:24, 25)
l Paul’s intent—more importantly, God’s intention in this passage—isn’t to  
weaponize either of these groups against the other.
l The controversial practice that’s being discussed in Chapters 8 and 10 is what to do about 
food offered to idols. May they eat it? If so, does it matter where they eat it?

What Corinth Knew
l Food is food. Rock is rock. God is one. (8:1, 4-6)

What Corinth Missed
l You are known by God. (1 Corinthians 8:1-3)
 m Knowledge isn’t the goal of Christian faith.  
  Love is. (cf. 1 Corinthians 8:2, 13:2; 1 Timothy 1:5;  
  2 Peter 1:5-7)
 m If you love God, it’s because, before you loved God,  
  you were known by God. (1 Corinthians 8:3; cf. Galatians 4:9) 
 m One of the great effects of daily reflection on the gospel is that it  
  blows up our spiritual superiority complexes. (1 Corinthians 4:7;  
  cf. 1 Corinthians 1:27, 29) 
l Knowledge without love kills. (1 Corinthians 8:1, 7-13)
 m The Corinthians had one agenda for the “weak” brothers: teach them the way  
 of knowledge. (1 Corinthians 8:1, 4-6) 
 m Make yourself a slave of the law of love and know true  
  freedom. (1 Corinthians 8:13, 9; 10:23-24, 32-33)
l Idols may be nothing. But idolatry is demonic.  
(1 Corinthians 10:1-22)
 m Paul draws a connection between outward signs of God’s saving power in  
 the Old Testament (Red Sea, manna, water from a rock) and  
 outward signs of His saving power in the New Testament  
 (baptism, Lord’s Supper).
l What does this have to do with Chapter 8’s eating of idol food in the idol temples?  
(1 Corinthians 10:14-22)
 m Demons get pleasure from the worship that takes place in  
  pagan temples. (1 Corinthians 10:20)
 m Outside of its idolatrous context, idol food becomes  
 simply food and belongs to the one God. (1 Corinthians 10:25;  
 Romans 14:14)

So, How Do We Apply This?
1. Let’s prayerfully, wisely, and humbly shepherd those who have converted to Christian-
ity from formal pagan backgrounds to break with the idolatrous practices they previously 
engaged in.
2. Let’s take heed lest we ourselves fall into informal idolatry, which can take a hundred 
forms in our lives.
3. Let’s walk in love with fellow believers, seeking to serve, encourage, and strengthen 
them.
4. Let’s actively look to Christ and trust in His finished work on our behalf.
5. Let’s break the ties that can form between our hearts and false gods/saviors.
6. Let’s daily depend on the Holy Spirit’s power to sanctify us.


