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This guide is to help you facilitate discussion with your Small Group.  Use it as a resource to lead  
your group in discovering and applying the truths of God’s Word.  There may be questions you do  
not want to use and there may be instances where you just want to focus on a particular point or  
truth.  Some questions may bring out emotions and cause people to dwell on their relationship  
with God.  Your role is to facilitate this experience not to complete the discussion guide.  Use this  
as a flexible teaching tool, not a rigid teaching task list.    
 

Connect . . . 
Use one or both of the following options to introduce the discussion time to follow. 
 

Option 1 
Ask members of your group to share about a time when someone gave them 

something good that was unexpected and undeserved. What was it? How did it make them 
feel? How did it affect their view of the other person?  

Explain that today we will be studying the Day of Atonement, how God mercifully 
provided for the forgiveness of sins before the time of Christ’s arrival on earth.   
 
Option 2 
 Ask members of your group to share about at time when someone stood up for 
them, or deflected criticism, or took some “heat” in their place. It could be a parent, a 
sibling, a spouse, a co-worker, etc. How did the experience make them feel? How did it 
affect their view of the other person? Why do they think the other person acted the way that 
they did? What were the consequences of their actions? 
 Explain that today we will be studying the Day of Atonement. At one point in the 
ceremony, the sins of the people were placed on a scapegoat that was then driven into the 
wilderness. This goat represented the removal of sin from the camp. 
 

Review the Passage . . . 
 
 

On the Day of Atonement the high priest (as the people’s representative) came 
before the mercy seat of God. 

 
Discussion  

• Read Leviticus 10:1-3 and Leviticus 16:1-5. 

• What was the consequence for entering the presence of God in an inappropriate 
manner?  

• Where did God appear? Is there significance in this location?  

• How does God tell Aaron to prepare to enter the Holy Place? What is the emphasis 
of the preparation? How is purity or holiness represented? (see v. 4) 

• In verses 3 and 5, what does Aaron bring with him? (offerings/sacrifices) 
 

Application 

• Read 1 Corinthians 3:16. Remember the “you” is plural. Since the church is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit, how should this affect our approach to corporate worship?  

• How do we prepare or not prepare for corporate worship today? 
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• What should be the emphasis of our preparation (internal or external or both)? 

• What sacrifice paves the way for us to have fellowship with God? (see Romans 3:25, 
which describes Christ in a way that references the Day of Atonement) 

• What offerings can we bring to God in worship as a church and as individuals, not to 
earn forgiveness, but as a response to forgiveness? 

 
 

Aaron had to sacrifice offerings for himself and for the people.  
 

Discussion  

• Read Leviticus 16:6-19.  

• Who does Aaron sacrifice for first? 

• Who does he sacrifice for next? (v. 15) 

• What is the scope of the forgiveness offered? (v. 16) 

• In verse 13, what is the purpose of the incense? Does Aaron get a full view of the 
glory of God?  

 
Application 

• Read Hebrews 7:27 and Hebrews 9:12. Did Jesus need to sacrifice for Himself? 
Why not? What did Jesus offer instead of the blood of goats and bulls? What is the 
scope of Jesus’ sacrifice? 

• Can anyone really atone for his or her sins apart from trusting in the work of Jesus 
Christ? 

• How should Jesus’ perfect sacrifice give us perfect assurance of our forgiveness? 

• Is any sin beyond the scope of God’s forgiveness? Explain. 

• Read Hebrews 1:3. How do we see the glory of God? How is it unveiled? How 
should this focus our worship? 

• Read 2 Corinthians 3:18. Who is being transformed into the image of God (reflecting 
his glory)? How? To what degree? How should this humble us? Encourage us? 

 
 

Symbolically, the scapegoat took on and then removed the sins of the people, along 
with the other sacrifices. 

 
Discussion  

• Read Leviticus 16:20-28. 

• How many sins does the live goat representatively take on itself? 

• How does v. 22 represent the forgiveness and removal of sins? Read Psalm 103:12. 

• Once forgiven, does God remember our sin? Explain. (See Isaiah 43:25.) 
 
Application 

• As forgiven saints, how should we view our past sins? 

• Read Hebrews 13:11-13. How does the writer of Hebrews connect Jesus to the 
burning of the bodies outside the camp?  
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• Since Christ bore our shame is there any reason we should be ashamed of Him? 
Nevertheless, in what ways or situations are we sometimes ashamed to identify with 
Him?  

• Read Hebrews 13:14-16. How should we now live in response to Christ’s sacrifice? 
In relation to God? In relation to others? 

 
 
 

The Day of Atonement occurred yearly and was marked by rest and repentance. 
Christ offers something much better; He sacrificed Himself once for all. Our 

response is to rest in His work and repent of our sins. 
 
 

Discussion  

• Read Leviticus 16:29-34. 

• How often did the Day of Atonement occur?  

• How many people were involved? Who was the one person who could enter the 
Tabernacle before the mercy seat? How is Jesus our High Priest? How is Jesus our 
Perfect Sacrifice? 

• How were the people supposed to observe the Day of Atonement? (v. 31) 

• How are repentance and rest connected? In whom were the Israelites to put their 
faith? 

 
Application 

• Read Hebrews 9:25-26 and 10:11-14. How is Christ’s sacrifice better than all 
others? 

• Is there any way to God except through Christ and His death on our behalf? 

• How should we mourn our sin? 

• How can we rest in Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf?  
 

 

 


