THE% CHURCH

AT BROOK HILLS

Family Worship Guide — Week 49

READ

o  The Occasion of Paul’s Letter to the Roman:s...

*  Paul wrote the letter known as Romans in order to address the tension that existed between Jew and Gentile believers in the
church at Rome. This tension was fueled by ethnic arrogance between the two groups because each believed they
maintained certain perceived advantages over the other (cf. Romans 3:1-27, 9:4-5; 11:17-25). In other words, the Jewish
believers felt they were superior in God’s eyes to the Gentile believers, and vice versa. This perception led Jew and Gentile
believers in the church to be arrogant and not accept each other.

o  The Purpose of Paul’s Letter to the Romans...

* Inchapters 1-11 Paul addressed the issues of partiality and arrogance that existed in the church at Rome. He wrote to show
that God is impartial and shows no distinction between Jew and Gentile. Before God both Jew and Gentile are equal. In
other words, God doesn’t show favorites. Individuals from both groups stood condemned (1:18-3:20), yet individuals from
both groups are justified by faith in Christ alone (3:21-4:25). Read the following supporting verses, taking special note of
God'’s impartiality:

o Romans 1:16 - The gospel is the power of God for salvation to ALL (both Jew and Gentiles) who believe, to the Jew first
and also to the Greek.

o Romans 2:6-11 - God’s impartiality demands that He judge ALL people the same; there is no distinction.

o Romans 3:9 - Both Jews and Gentiles, ALL are “under sin.”

o Romans 3:21-31 - ALL those who believe (Jew or Gentile) are justified before God.

o Romans 10:11-13 - ALL (Jew or Gentile) who believe upon Him shall not be disappointed. There is no distinction
between Jew and Greek; there is one Lord who is Lord of ALL (both Jew and Gentile). ALL (Jew or Gentile) who call upon
the Lord shall be saved.

O Romans 11:32 - God has shut up ALL (Jew and Gentile) in disobedience that he might demonstrate His covenant
faithfulness to ALL (Jew and Gentile who believe).

* Inchapters 12-16 Paul writes that this lack of distinction and impartiality displayed in the gospel should provoke Jew and
Gentile Christians to not think too highly of themselves and instead to humbly accept one another. Read the following
supporting verses:

o Romans 12:3 - Neither Jew nor Gentile believer should think more highly of himself than he ought to think.

o Romans 12:10 - Believers should be devoted to one another in brotherly love and give preference to one another.

o Romans 12:16 - Believers should be of the same mind toward one another, not be haughty nor wise in their own
estimation.

o Romans 13:9 - Both groups (Jew and Gentile) should love their neighbor as themselves.

o Romans 14:1 - Gentile believers should be accepting of Jewish believers.

o Romans 15:2 - Jew and Gentile believers are to please their neighbor for their good.

o Romans 15:6-7 - Jew and Gentile believers are to accept one another, just as Christ also accepted them.

The Bottom Line: The gospel displays God’s impartiality and acceptance of all (chapters 1-11). This should provoke us to humbly

accept one another within the body of Christ (chapters 12-16).

Questions:

How does the gospel keep you humble? How does the gospel keep you from being puffed up over others?

Romans 15:7 says that we are to “accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.” How has Christ

accepted us? What does it look like for us to accept others in this way? How does accepting others bring glory to God?

PRAY
o Read Window on the World, pg. 194-195 Zimbabwe
o  Use Prayer Card

SING

o Use lyric sheet and mp3 download of “He Came (This Christmas Day)”

o This week our family worship song is “He Came (This Christmas Day)”. In the book of Romans, we see a clear picture of the Gospel.
As the Church we have been saved from our sins through Jesus Christ. We, who once stood condemned before a Holy God, can
now through faith, be reconciled to God for eternity. This good news is due to God’s grace alone, it is not because of anything
good in us that we can say or do, but rather it is “all because He came.” Let’s reflect on the words of this song as a family as we
sing together and worship our great Redeemer and Lord.

MEMORIZE
o Romans 1:16 For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew

first and also to the Greek.
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SUGGESTIONS

These suggestions were created by the age-group ministry leaders as a way to help parents better communicate the biblical truths
discussed in the Family Worship Guide. These activities and questions can replace or serve as a supplement to the questions under the
“Read” section on Page 1. Remember that these suggestions are intended to help parents facilitate God-centered discussions with
their children. Parents should prayerfully use these suggestions, and any other means necessary, to help their children discover the
truths of God’s word and worship Him together.

Preschool (Birth-Kindergarten)

o

Before you begin, gather pictures of your family and, using magazines or the internet, find pictures of families from other
countries and different races.

Show the pictures of the families to your preschooler. Talk to them about how all families are different and all people are
different. It pleased God to make races of people who are different colors on the outside. Some people have the same color of
skin but have different color eyes or hair. God made each one of us different, but He made each one of us to please Him and He
loves all of us the same. Because He loves all people the same, He desires that we love each other the same as well.

There is a song you can sing together, or you can talk about the words if you don’t know the tune. It is called “Jesus Loves the Little
Children.” The words are: Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world. Red and yellow, black and white, they are
precious in His sight. Jesus loves the little children of the world.

End with a prayer thanking God that He made so many different kinds of people. Thank Him for loving all of us and for helping us
to love others who are different from us.

Children (Grades 1-5)

o

Paul wrote the letter to the Romans many, many years ago. But the things that the Christians in Rome needed to learn way back
then are some of the very same things that we as followers of Jesus need to learn today.
The Christians in Rome were divided into two groups — the Jews and the Gentiles. Each group thought that they were better in
certain ways than the other. Each group thought that God preferred them over the people in the other group.
This was not God’s plan for the Romans. God desired the Jews and the Gentiles to be united in love. Paul showed the Romans how
the gospel could change their hearts and the way they treated one another. Paul showed them that the gospel was not just a
message that affected their individual lives and where they would spend eternity, but it changed everything about them. Because
of the work of Jesus, they had a new identity. They were not Jews or Gentiles first, but followers of Jesus. The gospel produced
change that affected the whole community, and how the people in that community treated one another.
There are two important truths that the gospel teaches us that change the way we treat other people:
o  First, all people stand equally guilty before God. Read Romans 3:9 as a family. When Paul speaks of the “Greeks” this is
another way of referring to Gentiles, or non-Jews. Are both Jews and Gentiles guilty of sin? Does God look at the sin of
Jews and Gentiles differently?
o Second, all people have the same hope to be forgiven of their sin and made right with God. The gospel provides the only

way of salvation for the Jews, the Gentiles, and all peoples today.
Paul reminded the Romans that it made no sense at all for them to be proud and think that they were better than anyone else. All
people are guilty before God and all people desperately need to trust in the good news of the gospel. Paul told the two groups
that just as God has accepted them through the gospel, so they are to accept one another (Rom 15: 6-7). To be proud towards
another person is to say that our opinion of that person matters more than God’s opinion. God has called us to walk humbly with
Him and with our brothers and sisters in Christ.
Pray as a family that God would drive the truths of the gospel down deep into your hearts. Ask God to produce humility in your
heart and greater love for Him and for all members of the body of Christ.

Students (Grades 6-12)

o

Start out by separating your family (and/or things in your home) into groups based on a certain criteria. (blue eyes vs. brown eyes,
hair color, etc.)

Have you ever seen someone treated badly simply because of his or her differences? Give some examples of ways you have seen
people judged based on this? What are other ways people draw distinctions between one another?

What do you think causes some people to feel superior to others? How might those feelings of superiority be harmful in the
Church?

Read Romans 10:8-13. This passage says some very specific things about those who call themselves Christ-followers. What does
this passage say about different kinds of followers (vs. 12)? What can bring these different groups together (vs. 12b-13)?

How then does Romans 12: 4-21 tell believers to relate to one another? Why?
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