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Faith	
  Family	
  Worship	
  Guide	
  –	
  Week	
  22	
  
	
  

MEMORIZE	
  
• For	
  those	
  with	
  1st-­‐5th	
  graders	
  at	
  Brook	
  Hills,	
  focus	
  on	
  the	
  verses	
  that	
  they	
  are	
  memorizing	
  in	
  Children’s	
  Ministry	
  for	
  this	
  

unit.	
  
o 1st	
  Grade	
  –	
  Matthew	
  22:37-­‐39	
  
o 2nd	
  Grade	
  –	
  Matthew	
  5:14-­‐16	
  
o 3rd	
  Grade	
  –	
  Proverbs	
  3:5-­‐7	
  	
  
o 4th	
  Grade	
  –	
  Proverbs	
  4:10-­‐15	
  
o 5th	
  Grade	
  –	
  1	
  John	
  4:9-­‐12	
  

	
  

READ	
  	
  
As	
   our	
   church	
   reads	
   through	
   the	
   Bible	
   for	
   the	
   next	
   two	
   years,	
   each	
   day	
   will	
   include	
   a	
   chapter	
   from	
   both	
   the	
   Old	
  
Testament	
   and	
   the	
  New	
  Testament.	
  As	
   a	
   family,	
   decide	
   if	
   you	
  want	
   to	
   read	
  one	
  or	
  both	
  of	
   these	
  passages.	
   The	
   Faith	
  
Family	
  Worship	
  Guide	
  will	
  look	
  ahead	
  to	
  the	
  readings	
  for	
  the	
  upcoming	
  week.	
  	
  
	
  
Read:	
  Deuteronomy	
  6:4-­‐7,	
  24	
  
	
  
Questions:	
  

• Why	
  should	
  we	
  love	
  God?	
  
• How	
  do	
  we	
  grow	
  our	
  love	
  for	
  Him?	
  
• Why	
  should	
  we	
  obey	
  God’s	
  commands?	
  

	
  
Bottom	
  Line:	
  God’s	
  people	
  wholeheartedly	
  love	
  Him	
  and	
  obey	
  Him.	
  

	
  

SUGGESTIONS	
  
These	
   suggestions	
  were	
   created	
   by	
   the	
   age-­‐group	
  ministry	
   leaders	
   as	
   a	
  way	
   to	
   help	
   parents	
   better	
   communicate	
   the	
  
biblical	
   truths	
   discussed	
   in	
   the	
   Family	
  Worship	
  Guide.	
   	
   These	
   suggestions	
   are	
   intended	
   to	
  help	
  parents	
   facilitate	
  God-­‐
centered	
   discussions	
   with	
   their	
   children.	
   	
   Parents	
   should	
   prayerfully	
   use	
   these	
   suggestions,	
   and	
   any	
   other	
   means	
  
necessary,	
  to	
  help	
  their	
  children	
  discover	
  the	
  truths	
  of	
  God’s	
  word	
  and	
  worship	
  him	
  together.	
  

	
  
Preschool	
  

• Who	
  shows	
  us	
  His	
  love	
  everyday?	
  
• Who	
  loves	
  you	
  more	
  than	
  anyone	
  else?	
  
• How	
  does	
  God	
  show	
  us	
  His	
  love?	
  
• Where	
  can	
  we	
  find	
  the	
  instructions	
  God	
  gives	
  us	
  on	
  how	
  to	
  live	
  each	
  day?	
  
• Why	
  is	
  it	
  important	
  to	
  obey	
  God?	
  
• What	
  are	
  some	
  ways	
  you	
  can	
  obey	
  Him?	
  
• How	
  can	
  our	
  family	
  obey	
  God	
  this	
  week?	
  

	
  
Children	
  

• How	
  do	
  you	
  know	
  if	
  someone	
  loves	
  you?	
  What	
  kinds	
  of	
  things	
  might	
  they	
  say	
  or	
  do?	
  
• How	
  do	
  you	
  show	
  someone	
  that	
  you	
  love	
  them?	
  	
  
• Read	
  Deuteronomy	
  6:4-­‐7,	
  24	
  with	
  your	
  children.	
  How	
  do	
  these	
  verses	
  tell	
  us	
  to	
  love	
  God?	
  	
  
• How	
  can	
  we	
  love	
  God	
  with	
  our	
  heart?	
  With	
  our	
  soul?	
  With	
  our	
  mind?	
  	
  
• These	
  verses	
  tell	
  us	
  that	
  God	
  gave	
  rules	
  to	
  His	
  people	
  for	
  their	
  good,	
  not	
  to	
  harm	
  them.	
  	
  
• What	
  is	
  one	
  rule	
  that	
  you	
  have	
  to	
  obey	
  (at	
  home,	
  school,	
  or	
  church)	
  that	
  you	
  know	
  is	
  good	
  for	
  you	
  to	
  follow,	
  even	
  if	
  it’s	
  

hard	
  to	
  obey?	
  	
  
• Why	
  is	
  it	
  hard	
  to	
  obey	
  the	
  rules	
  sometimes?	
  	
  
• How	
  you	
  can	
  you	
  show	
  God	
  that	
  you	
  love	
  Him	
  as	
  you	
  obey?	
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Students	
  

• Often	
  times	
  we	
  make	
  family	
  bible	
  study	
  a	
  bit	
  complicated.	
  Sure,	
  there	
  are	
  short	
  attention	
  spans	
  and	
  chasing	
  rabbits,	
  but	
  
at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  day	
  what	
  is	
  the	
  most	
  important	
  thing	
  to	
  communicate?	
  	
  When	
  someone	
  is	
  teaching	
  the	
  Word,	
  which	
  is	
  
more	
  important,	
  a	
  passionate	
  love	
  for	
  God	
  or	
  proper	
  techniques	
  and	
  methods?	
  

• Loving	
  God	
  sounds	
  good	
  but	
  practically,	
  how	
  do	
  we	
  love	
  God	
  well?	
  The	
  Word	
  hints	
  at	
  an	
  answer	
  in	
  Deut.	
  6:7.	
  It	
  says	
  to	
  
talk	
  about	
  God	
  and	
  the	
  things	
  of	
  God	
  when	
  you	
  are	
  in	
  and	
  around	
  your	
  home.	
  	
  If	
  we	
  want	
  to	
  love	
  God,	
  it	
  starts	
  at	
  home.	
  	
  

• Deuteronomy	
  mentions	
  three	
  ways	
  we	
  love	
  God.	
  Discuss	
  these	
  ways	
  to	
  love	
  with	
  your	
  heart,	
  soul,	
  and	
  might.	
  
• In	
  Deut.	
  6:5	
  we	
  see	
  a	
  passage	
  that	
  Jesus	
  refers	
  to	
  in	
  Matthew	
  22:37.	
  What	
  is	
  it?	
  	
  
• Jesus	
  says	
  this	
   is	
  the	
  most	
   important	
  commandment	
  in	
  the	
  entire	
  Bible.	
  Why	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  loving	
  the	
  Lord	
  is	
  the	
  MOST	
  

important	
  thing?	
  
	
  

SING	
  
As	
  new	
  creations,	
  saved	
  by	
  the	
  love	
  and	
  mercy	
  of	
  our	
  Heavenly	
  Father,	
  we	
  cannot	
  help	
  but	
  love	
  God	
  deeply	
  and	
  desire	
  to	
  
live	
   in	
  a	
  way	
  that	
  honors	
  Him.	
   	
   It	
   is	
   the	
  natural	
  overflow	
  of	
  a	
  heart	
  restored,	
  renewed,	
   redeemed.	
   	
  As	
  you	
  continue	
   in	
  
worship,	
  sing	
  “Saviour	
  King”,	
  written	
  by	
  Mia	
  Fieldes	
  and	
  Marty	
  Sampson.	
  	
  Rejoice!	
  	
  Lift	
  up	
  your	
  praise	
  of	
  and	
  love	
  for	
  your	
  
Savior	
  as	
  you	
  sing	
  these	
  words:	
  
	
  
	
   We	
  love	
  you	
  Lord	
  

We	
  worship	
  You	
  	
  
You	
  are	
  our	
  God	
  
You	
  alone	
  are	
  good	
  

	
  
Visit	
  our	
  website	
  for	
  a	
  link	
  to	
  this	
  song:	
  www.brookhills.org/gathering/this_week.html.	
  

	
  

WHERE	
  WE	
  ARE	
  IN	
  THE	
  STORY	
  
	
  

Readings	
  for	
  June	
  2-­‐8	
  
Deuteronomy	
  6-­‐12,	
  and	
  Psalm	
  89-­‐98	
  

	
  
Where	
  We	
  Are	
  In	
  The	
  Story	
  (Deuteronomy)	
  

	
  
Background	
  of	
  Deuteronomy:	
  Deuteronomy	
  picks	
  up	
  with	
  Moses’	
  word	
  from	
  the	
  Lord	
  to	
  the	
  Israelites	
  at	
  Mount	
  Horeb	
  at	
  
the	
   end	
   of	
   their	
   forty	
   years	
   of	
   wilderness	
   wanderings.	
   Deuteronomy	
   presents	
   the	
   Law	
   (much	
   of	
   what	
   is	
   in	
   Exodus,	
  
Leviticus,	
  and	
  Numbers)	
  in	
  a	
  preached	
  format,	
  and	
  it	
  contains	
  three	
  of	
  Moses’	
  sermons	
  to	
  the	
  people	
  of	
  Israel	
  that	
  both	
  
rehearse	
   their	
  history	
  and	
   instruct	
   them	
   in	
  how	
  they	
  are	
   to	
   live	
  as	
  God’s	
  people	
   in	
   the	
  Land	
  of	
  Promise.	
  While	
  Moses	
  
wrote	
  this	
  book,	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  Pentateuch	
  (Genesis-­‐Deuteronomy)	
  has	
  an	
  unnamed	
  author	
  since	
  Moses	
  did	
  not	
  write	
  
about	
  his	
  own	
  death	
  in	
  Deuteronomy	
  34.	
  
	
  
Structure	
  of	
  Deuteronomy:	
  	
  

o Deuteronomy	
  1:1-­‐4:49	
  review	
  Israel’s	
  history	
  from	
  Mt.	
  Sinai	
  through	
  their	
  wilderness	
  wanderings.	
  
o Deuteronomy	
  5-­‐28	
  rehearse	
  God’s	
  covenant	
  with	
  Israel	
  and	
  exhorts	
  the	
  people	
  to	
  keep	
  the	
  covenant.	
  
o Deuteronomy	
  29-­‐30	
  record	
  a	
  renewal	
  of	
  the	
  covenant	
  between	
  God	
  and	
  Israel.	
  
o Deuteronomy	
  31-­‐34	
  report	
  Joshua’s	
  succession	
  of	
  Moses,	
  Joshua’s	
  commission,	
  a	
  song	
  of	
  Moses,	
  and	
  the	
  death	
  

of	
  Moses.	
  
	
  
This	
  Week	
   in	
  Deuteronomy:	
  With	
  Deuteronomy	
  5	
   rehearsing	
   the	
  Ten	
  Commandments,	
  Deuteronomy	
  6	
   lays	
  out	
  other	
  
stipulations	
  of	
  God’s	
  covenant	
  with	
  His	
  people,	
  and	
   it	
  emphasizes	
   the	
   importance	
  of	
   relaying	
  God’s	
   laws	
  and	
  works	
   to	
  
each	
  generation	
   so	
   that	
   they	
  would	
   know	
  He	
   is	
   Lord	
  and	
  walk	
   in	
  obedience.	
  Deuteronomy	
  5-­‐12	
   lay	
  out	
  blessings	
   and	
  
curses	
   related	
   to	
   God’s	
   covenant	
   with	
   Israel.	
   If	
   the	
   people	
   trusted	
   and	
   obeyed	
   the	
   Lord,	
   He	
   would	
   give	
   them	
   the	
  
Promised	
  Land,	
  multiply	
  their	
  descendants,	
  and	
  cause	
  them	
  to	
  prosper.	
  However,	
  disobedience	
  would	
  bring	
  destruction.	
  
Throughout	
  this	
  week’s	
  readings,	
  a	
  connection	
  exists	
  between	
  love	
  for	
  God	
  and	
  obedience	
  to	
  God,	
  which	
  supports	
  Jesus’	
  
statement	
   in	
   John	
  14:21a	
   that	
  “Whoever	
  has	
  my	
  commandments	
  and	
  keeps	
   them,	
  he	
   it	
   is	
  who	
   loves	
  me.”	
  We	
  do	
  not	
  
obey	
  out	
  of	
  duty	
  but	
  out	
  of	
  a	
  delight	
  in	
  God	
  and	
  a	
  desire	
  to	
  demonstrate	
  our	
  love	
  for	
  Him.	
  
	
  
Moses	
  points	
  the	
  people	
  to	
  God’s	
  faithfulness	
  to	
  His	
  people	
  in	
  the	
  past	
  (specifically,	
  with	
  the	
  Exodus	
  and	
  with	
  providing	
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for	
  them	
  in	
  the	
  wilderness)	
  as	
  a	
  basis	
  for	
  them	
  to	
  trust	
  Him	
  to	
  keep	
  His	
  promises	
  to	
  give	
  them	
  the	
  land.	
  As	
  they	
  move	
  to	
  
take	
  the	
  land	
  of	
  Canaan,	
  Moses	
  reminds	
  them	
  that	
  God	
  would	
  destroy	
  their	
  enemies.	
  Conquest	
  would	
  not	
  be	
  dependent	
  
upon	
   their	
  military	
   strength,	
  and	
  Moses	
  warns	
  against	
  any	
  pride	
   in	
   themselves,	
  explaining	
   that	
   their	
  pride	
  would	
   lead	
  
them	
  to	
  idolatry	
  and	
  judgment.	
  
	
  
When	
  reading	
  the	
  covenant	
  curses	
  and	
  blessings,	
  it	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  remember	
  that	
  these	
  promises	
  are	
  specifically	
  for	
  the	
  
people	
   under	
   this	
   particular	
   covenant	
   (the	
   Sinaitic	
   Covenant).	
   Therefore,	
   we	
   as	
   modern	
   believers	
   do	
   not	
   have	
   the	
  
promise	
   that	
   our	
   obedience	
  will	
   lead	
   to	
   “health	
   and	
  wealth.”	
   In	
   contrast,	
   obedience	
   to	
  God	
  often	
   brings	
   adversity	
   or	
  
persecution	
  upon	
  Christ-­‐followers.	
  Also,	
  it	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  reflect	
  on	
  why	
  God	
  even	
  made	
  such	
  promises	
  to	
  Israel	
  in	
  the	
  
first	
  place.	
  As	
  Deuteronomy	
  6-­‐12	
  indicate,	
  God	
  chose	
  Israel	
  to	
  be	
  the	
  people	
  through	
  whom	
  He	
  would	
  bring	
  the	
  Messiah.	
  
Blessing	
   and	
   multiplying	
   the	
   Israelites	
   was	
   part	
   of	
   God’s	
   program,	
   a	
   redemptive	
   plan	
   that	
   involved	
   choosing	
   a	
   man	
  
(Abraham)	
  whom	
  He	
  would	
  bless,	
  whose	
  descendants	
  would	
  become	
  a	
  nation	
  (Israel),	
  and	
  from	
  whom	
  God	
  would	
  bring	
  
forth	
  the	
  One	
  who	
  would	
  save	
  sinners.	
  	
  As	
  we	
  read	
  through	
  the	
  Bible,	
  it’s	
  not	
  that	
  God	
  wanted	
  to	
  bless	
  the	
  Israelites	
  and	
  
not	
   bless	
   believers	
   on	
   this	
   side	
   of	
   the	
   cross.	
   Rather,	
  we	
   should	
   remember	
   that	
  His	
   blessings	
   are	
   not	
   always	
  material.	
  
Wealth	
   is	
   not	
   the	
   definition	
   of	
   God’s	
   blessings,	
   nor	
   is	
   it	
   a	
   constant	
   reward	
   for	
   obedience.	
   Both	
   Scripture	
   and	
   life	
  
experience	
  demonstrate	
  that	
  wealth	
  can	
  be	
  attributed	
  to	
  both	
  the	
  wicked	
  and	
  the	
  righteous;	
  therefore,	
  prosperity	
  should	
  
neither	
  be	
  a	
  motivator	
  for	
  obedience	
  nor	
  a	
  barometer	
  of	
  God’s	
  opinion	
  of	
  us.	
  

	
  
	
  

Where	
  We	
  Are	
  In	
  The	
  Story	
  (Psalms)	
  
	
  
Background	
  	
  &	
  Structure	
  of	
  Psalms:	
  God	
  used	
  many	
  different	
  writers	
  to	
  write	
  Psalms:	
  David,	
  Moses,	
  the	
  sons	
  of	
  Korah,	
  
Asaph,	
  etc.	
  The	
  book	
  is	
  arranged	
  in	
  five	
  parts,	
  and	
  this	
  arrangement	
  occurred	
  after	
  the	
  people	
  of	
  Israel	
  returned	
  to	
  the	
  
land	
   after	
   the	
   Babylonian	
   exile.	
   A	
   doxology	
   concludes	
   each	
   book	
   or	
   arrangement	
   of	
   psalms	
   (Psalm	
   41:13	
   for	
   Book	
   1,	
  
Psalm	
  72:18-­‐19	
  for	
  Book	
  2,	
  Psalm	
  89:52	
  for	
  Book	
  3,	
  Psalm	
  106:48	
  for	
  Book	
  4,	
  and	
  Psalm	
  150:6	
  for	
  Book	
  5),	
  and	
  the	
  entire	
  
book	
  of	
  Psalms	
  climactically	
  ends	
  with	
  a	
  grand	
  doxology	
  of	
  several	
  psalms	
  (Ps.	
  146-­‐150).	
  

	
  
o Book	
  1:	
  Psalms	
  1-­‐41	
  
o Book	
  2:	
  Psalms	
  42-­‐72	
  
o Book	
  3:	
  Psalms	
  73-­‐89	
  
o Book	
  4:	
  Psalms	
  90-­‐106	
  
o Book	
  5:	
  Psalms	
  107-­‐150	
  

	
  
	
  
This	
  Week	
  in	
  Psalms:	
  	
  

o While	
   Psalm	
   89	
   begins	
   with	
   praise	
   to	
   God	
   specifically	
   for	
   keeping	
   His	
   covenant	
   with	
   King	
   David,	
   the	
   psalm	
  
primarily	
   laments	
   a	
   time	
  when	
   Israel’s	
   king	
   had	
   been	
   defeated.	
   This	
   created	
   a	
   problem	
   since	
   God	
   promised	
  
David	
   that	
  his	
  descendants	
  would	
   rule	
  and	
  would	
   continue	
   forever;	
   for	
  a	
  background	
  of	
  God’s	
   covenant	
  with	
  
David,	
   read	
   2	
   Samuel	
   7.	
   God’s	
   promises	
   to	
   David	
   remain	
   unfulfilled	
   and	
  will	
   not	
   be	
   completed	
   until	
   Christ’s	
  
return	
  when	
  His	
  kingdom	
  is	
  ultimately	
  established.	
  While	
  we	
  do	
  not	
  know	
  the	
  time	
  period	
  or	
  the	
  king	
  referenced	
  
by	
  this	
  psalm,	
  it	
  would	
  have	
  been	
  written	
  during	
  the	
  time	
  period	
  of	
  the	
  Divided	
  Kingdom.	
  After	
  Solomon’s	
  reign,	
  
Israel	
  split	
  into	
  two	
  kingdoms	
  –	
  the	
  Northern	
  Kingdom	
  (Israel)	
  and	
  the	
  Southern	
  Kingdom	
  (Judah).	
  The	
  Northern	
  
Kingdom	
   remained	
   pagan	
   and	
  was	
   eventually	
   taken	
   captive	
   by	
   Assyria,	
   and	
   the	
   Southern	
   Kingdom	
   vacillated	
  
between	
  godly	
  and	
  wicked	
  kings	
  until	
   they	
  were	
  taken	
  captive	
  by	
  Babylon.	
  Psalm	
  89	
  concludes	
  Book	
  Three	
  of	
  
Psalms	
  and	
  contains	
  a	
  short	
  doxology	
  in	
  verse	
  52.	
  

o Ascribed	
  to	
  Moses,	
  Psalm	
  90	
  reflects	
  on	
  God	
  as	
  eternal	
  in	
  contrast	
  to	
  humanity’s	
  impermanence	
  on	
  the	
  earth.	
  
Considering	
  the	
  death	
  of	
  a	
  generation	
  that	
  Moses	
  saw	
  while	
  leading	
  Israel	
  during	
  its	
  wilderness	
  wanderings,	
  he	
  
would	
  have	
  been	
  familiar	
  with	
  the	
  brevity	
  of	
  human	
  life.	
  Therefore,	
  he	
  asks	
  God	
  for	
  the	
  wisdom	
  to	
  live	
  each	
  day	
  
with	
  thankfulness	
  and	
  faithfulness	
  to	
  the	
  Lord.	
  

o In	
  Psalm	
  91,	
  the	
  psalmist	
  expresses	
  confidence	
  in	
  the	
  Lord	
  in	
  the	
  face	
  of	
  various	
  types	
  of	
  perilous	
  situations	
  –	
  
traps	
  set	
  by	
  others,	
  pestilance,	
  attacks,	
  and	
  battles.	
  The	
  psalmist	
  sees	
  God	
  as	
  both	
  Protector	
  and	
  Deliverer	
  for	
  
those	
   who	
   trust	
   in	
   Him	
   (see	
   also	
   Rom.	
   8:35-­‐39),	
   and	
   while	
   the	
   first	
   thirteen	
   verses	
   are	
   in	
   the	
   voice	
   of	
   the	
  
psalmist,	
  the	
  speaker	
  transitions	
  from	
  being	
  the	
  psalmist	
  to	
  God	
  in	
  verse	
  14.	
  In	
  the	
  Gospels,	
  Satan	
  quotes	
  Psalm	
  
91:11-­‐13	
  to	
  Jesus	
  when	
  tempting	
  Him	
  to	
  throw	
  Himself	
  down	
  from	
  the	
  temple	
  (Matt.	
  4:5-­‐6;	
  Lk.	
  4:9-­‐11).	
  

o The	
  superscription	
  establishes	
  Psalm	
  92	
  as	
  a	
  “Song	
  for	
  the	
  Sabbath,”	
  which	
  means	
  it	
  would	
  have	
  been	
  used	
  in	
  
the	
  Temple	
  services	
  on	
  the	
  Sabbath	
  day	
  (see	
  Num.	
  28:9-­‐10	
  for	
  what	
  would	
  have	
  taken	
  place	
  at	
  the	
  sanctuary	
  on	
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the	
  Sabbath).	
  Verses	
  1-­‐8	
  praise	
  God	
  for	
  His	
  works,	
  and	
  verses	
  9-­‐15	
  attribute	
  the	
  destruction	
  of	
  enemies	
  to	
  the	
  
Lord	
  and	
  describe	
  the	
  preservation	
  of	
  the	
  rightoues.	
  

o An	
  enthronement	
  psalm,	
   Psalm	
  93	
   celebrates	
  God’s	
  everlasting	
   reign	
  over	
   the	
  world,	
   and	
   it	
   exalts	
  His	
  might,	
  
decrees,	
  and	
  holiness	
  as	
  Lord	
  of	
  all.	
  

o Psalm	
  94	
  contains	
  a	
  national	
  lament	
  about	
  wicked	
  rulers	
  who	
  were	
  killing	
  the	
  people	
  of	
  Israel	
  (vv.	
  1-­‐7),	
  and	
  the	
  
psalm	
  warns	
  the	
  readers	
  that	
  nothing	
  escapes	
  God’s	
  notice	
  (vv.	
  8-­‐11).	
  God’s	
  people	
  need	
  not	
  despair	
  because	
  
He	
  does	
  discipline,	
  will	
  not	
  forsake	
  His	
  people,	
  and	
  will	
  judge	
  justly	
  (vv.	
  12-­‐15),	
  and	
  the	
  psalmist	
  gives	
  testimony	
  
to	
  the	
  Lord’s	
  strength	
  and	
  preservation	
   in	
  his	
  own	
   life	
   (vv.	
  16-­‐23).	
  Despite	
  the	
  oppression	
  of	
   the	
  helpless,	
   the	
  
psalmist	
  trusts	
  God	
  to	
  avenge	
  the	
  righteous	
  and	
  to	
  judge	
  the	
  wicked.	
  

o In	
   Psalm	
   95,	
   the	
   first	
   six	
   verses	
   call	
   the	
   people	
   to	
   praise	
   God	
   for	
   His	
   superiority	
   and	
   sovereignty	
   while	
   the	
  
remaining	
  five	
  verses	
  exhort	
  the	
  people	
  to	
   listen	
  to	
  the	
  Lord	
  and	
  to	
  avoid	
  the	
  unbelief	
  and	
  disobedience	
  they	
  
demonstrated	
  at	
  Meribah	
  (see	
  Num.	
  20).	
  In	
  the	
  psalm,	
  the	
  basis	
  for	
  faithfulness	
  and	
  obedience	
  is	
  the	
  greatness	
  
of	
   the	
  Lord,	
  and	
   it	
  demonstrates	
  the	
  severity	
  of	
   the	
  consequences	
  for	
  hard-­‐heartedness	
  since	
  the	
   Israelites	
  at	
  
Meribah	
  died	
  before	
  entering	
  the	
  Promised	
  Land.	
  Hebrews	
  3-­‐4	
  draw	
  upon	
  Psalm	
  95	
  in	
  the	
  discussion	
  of	
  Sabbath	
  
rest	
  and	
  the	
  admonitition	
  that	
  those	
  who	
  do	
  not	
  follow	
  God	
  will	
  not	
  enter	
  His	
  rest.	
  While	
  the	
  “rest”	
  of	
  Psalm	
  
95:11	
  is	
  the	
  Promised	
  Land,	
  the	
  “rest”	
  of	
  Hebrews	
  4	
  refers	
  to	
  eternity	
  with	
  God	
  in	
  the	
  heavenly	
  sanctuary.	
  

o Five	
  imperative	
  verbs	
  dominate	
  Psalm	
  96:	
  “sing”	
  (vv.	
  1-­‐2),	
  “declare”	
  (v.	
  3),	
  “ascribe”	
  (vv.	
  7-­‐8),	
  “worship”	
  (v.	
  9),	
  
and	
  “say”	
  (v.	
  10),	
  and	
  accompanying	
  each	
  of	
  these	
  verbs	
  is	
  the	
  content	
  of	
  the	
  praise	
  and	
  other	
  instructions.	
  It	
  is	
  
instructive	
  to	
  note	
  that	
  Psalm	
  96	
  demonstrates	
  that	
  praise	
  is	
  meant	
  to	
  be	
  shared	
  and	
  not	
  kept	
  to	
  one’s	
  self,	
  for	
  
the	
   the	
  psalmist	
  exhorts	
   the	
   readers	
   to	
   “tell	
  of	
  his	
   salvation”	
   (v.	
  2),	
   “declare	
  his	
   glory	
  among	
   the	
  nations,	
  his	
  
marvelous	
   works	
   among	
   all	
   the	
   peoples”	
   (v.	
   3),	
   and	
   “say	
   among	
   the	
   nations”	
   (v.	
   10).	
   The	
   psalm	
   contains	
   a	
  
missional	
  element	
  in	
  that	
  the	
  praise	
  spills	
  over	
  from	
  believers	
  and	
  is	
  relayed	
  to	
  nonbelievers,	
  so	
  they	
  can	
  know	
  
about	
  this	
  great	
  God	
  who	
  deserves	
  their	
  worship	
  unlike	
  the	
  gods	
  that	
  they	
  already	
  worship	
  (vv.	
  3-­‐6).	
  The	
  psalm	
  
also	
  celebrates	
  the	
  day	
  when	
  the	
  Lord	
  comes	
  to	
  judge	
  and	
  rule	
  the	
  world	
  (v.	
  13).	
  

o An	
  enthronement	
  psalm,	
  Psalm	
  97	
  describes	
  the	
  reign	
  of	
  the	
  Lord	
  and	
  sets	
  it	
  forth	
  as	
  a	
  reason	
  for	
  rejoicing.	
  	
  The	
  
psalm	
  uses	
   epiphany	
   language	
   (powerful	
  manifestations	
   of	
  God)	
   in	
   verses	
   2-­‐5	
   to	
   demonstrate	
  His	
   superiority	
  
over	
  all	
  other	
  gods	
  and	
  idols	
  and	
  to	
  exhort	
  people	
  to	
  hate	
  evil	
  and	
  rejoice	
  in	
  the	
  Lord.	
  

o Psalm	
   98	
   urges	
   others	
   to	
   sing	
   praises	
   to	
   the	
   Lord	
   for	
   His	
   salvation	
   and	
   for	
   His	
   faithfulness	
   to	
   His	
   covenant	
  
promises,	
  and	
  the	
  psalm	
  anticipates	
  His	
  return	
  when	
  he	
  will	
  judge	
  the	
  earth.	
  

	
  


