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Faith Family Worship Guide - Week 9

MEMORIZE

*  For those with 1%-5" graders at Brook Hills, focus on the verses that they are memorizing in Children’s Ministry for this
unit, from now through the end of April.
o 1% Grade - John 3:16
o 2" Grade - Psalm 139:7-10
o 3" Grade - Psalm 23:1-6
o 4" Grade- Philippians 3:20-21
o 5" Grade - Colossians 1:15-18

READ

As our church reads through the Bible for the next two years, each day will include a chapter from both the Old
Testament and the New Testament. As a family, decide if you want to read one or both of these passages. The Faith
Family Worship Guide will look forward to the readings for the upcoming week.

Read: Exodus 19:16-20, 25; 20:1-17; Matthew 22:36-39

Questions:
o Why did God give Israel the 10 Commandments?
o What was the purpose of the Old Testament Law?
o Did keeping these rules “save” the Israelites?
o  What does each of the commandments mean?
o Do we still keep all of these rules today?

Bottom Line: God gave the Old Testament Law to show people their sinfulness and need for a Savior and to teach them
the way that God wants His people to live.

Readings for March 3-9
Exodus 14-20 & Luke 17-23

Where We Are In The Story (Old Testament)

Background of Exodus: The title “exodus” comes from the Greek word meaning “going out” or “departure” and describes
the major event that occurs in the book. Exodus opens where Genesis leaves off — the descendants of Abraham are living
in Egypt instead of in the Promised Land. The events in Exodus occur approximately four hundred years after Jacob’s
family moved to Egypt, and as prophesied in Genesis 15, Abraham’s descendants became slaves. While Genesis highlights
God as Creator, Exodus focuses on God as the Deliverer of His people, for He keeps His promise to free His people and to
bring them back to the land of promise.

Structure of Exodus:

o Exodus 1-18 focuses on the deliverance of the people Israel from Egypt and God’s provision for His people.

o Exodus 18-24 explains God’s covenant with Israel.

o Exodus 25-31 provides instructions for the construction of the Tabernacle and explanation for the priestly role.

o Exodus 32-34 describes God’s response to His people’s idolatry.

o Exodus 35-40
This Week in the Old Testament: Exodus 7-17 contain the pattern of God working in a mighty way, then Israel facing a
challenge, Israel murmuring and doubting God because of the hopelessness of their situation, then God protecting and
providing for His people. This pattern occurs four times in these 11 chapters with the plagues and the Passover causing
the release of God’s people, the crossing of the Red Sea, turning bitter water into drinkable water, and providing manna
and quail for the people to eat. These events prepare the Israelites to receive the Law that God gives on Mt. Sinai by
showing them that God has authority over them and that He is their Deliverer, Provider, Protector, and Creator.
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In Exodus 19, God brings Israel to Mt. Sinai to have a “defining the relationship” moment, and Exodus 19-24 record this
Sinaitic Covenant between God and Israel. In Exodus 19:1-6, God calls the people to be in relationship with Him and to
serve Him. God continues to develop the fulfillment of His promise to Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3) by making a covenant with
Israel, forming them into a nation of His people and making them a “kingdom of priests” and a “holy nation” (Ex. 19:6).
This meant that Israel would need to be distinct from the world in how they lived and why they lived that way, and as a
kingdom of priests, they would teach God’s Word, make intercession for others, and help others know who God is and
enter into relationship with Him. In 1 Peter 2:9, these same descriptions of a “royal priesthood” and a “holy nation” apply
to Christ-followers and depict how we are to live and interact with the world.

Keeping the 10 Commandments and the other laws did not save the Israelites. God’s people have never been saved by
their works. It has always been by grace through faith. The contents of Exodus 19-24 were given as part of God’s
covenant with Israel, and the Law lacks the power to save. In Galatians 3:24-25, Paul calls the Law our “guardian,”
“pedagogue,” or “tutor” because it was meant to show us our sinfulness and guilt. We are unable to perfectly keep
everything that the Law demands. The Law shows us God’s standard of how He wants His people to live.

Commandments 1-3 have to do with a person’s relationship with God, and the fourth command involves keeping the
Sabbath. In the Old Testament, covenants would include a sign, which was something that the participants in the
covenant would do to remind themselves of their promise(s), and God gave the Sabbath as the sign of His covenant with
Israel. Commandments 5-10 involve how we relate to other people, and Matthew 5-7 either repeats or augments many
of these commands. In Matthew 22:36-39, Jesus sums up the 10 Commandments (and the Law as a whole) by stating that
the two greatest commands are to love God and to love your neighbor.

Where We Are In The Story (New Testament)

Background of Luke: In Luke 1:1-4, Luke explains why he wrote this book — for his friend Theophilus (and for us) to have
certainty regarding the identity of Jesus and the beliefs that Christ-followers commit themselves to. While Matthew
focuses on Jesus as the Promised Messiah and Mark emphasizes that He is the Son of God, Luke depicts Jesus as Savior.
Jesus came “to seek and to save what was lost” (Lk. 19:10), and by featuring Jesus’ interactions with three unlikely groups
of people (the poor, the sinners, and the Gentiles), Luke shows that Jesus came to save all types of people — not just the
Jews. These three groups were on the fringes of Jewish society, but Jesus chose to interact with them despite the
comments of the Jewish religious leaders.

This Week in the New Testament: Luke 17:1-19:27 take place as Jesus journeys to Jerusalem in the weeks leading up to
His death, and Luke 19:28 through the rest of the book records the events of Passover Week. Luke 18 includes two
parables that are only recorded in this Gospel: the parable of the persistent widow (Lk. 18:1-8) and the parable of the
Pharisee and tax collector (Lk. 18:9-14), and both parables address the subject of prayer. As Jesus teaches on the coming
of the Kingdom, He instructs the disciples to pray with perseverance as the widow who repeatedly sought vindication
from the judge (Lk. 17:20-18:8). With the second parable, Jesus warns against prideful motivations for prayer and piety
and advocates humility and dependence on God. Luke’s descriptions of Jesus in Gethsemane are unique from the other
Gospels with regards to his emphasis on prayer. Luke records Jesus’ instructions for Peter, James, and John to pray that
they not fall into temptation, describes Jesus earnestly petitioning God for a different path than the cross yet being
strengthened by an angel, then urging the sleepy disciples to pray so they do not fall into temptation (Lk. 22:39-46). Jesus
exemplifies what He teaches and establishes the importance of praying in the midst of trials.

As with the other Gospels, Luke records Jesus’ invitation to follow Him, warnings about the cost of being His disciple, and
descriptions of how His followers should live (Lk. 9:23-27, 57-62; 14:25-33). In Luke 12-16, Luke describes money as a
chief hindrance to following Christ, and this theme continues in Luke 17-23. The story of the rich young ruler
demonstrates the danger of possessions and wealth (Lk. 18:18-30). In contrast to the rich young ruler, Zaccheaus, who
was a tax collector, trusted in Christ and demonstrated his repentance by restoring what he had taken (see Lk. 18:26-27).
In this week’s readings, Luke contrasts wealth as a deterrant to following Christ with the generosity of both Zachaeus and
the poor widow (Lk. 21:1-4).

As Jesus approaches Jerusalem on His way to Passover, Luke alone notes Jesus weeping over the city (Lk. 19:41-44).

Although the people had praised Him (Lk. 19:28-40), Jesus had recently concluded a parable telling of His own rejection

by the Israelites (Lk. 19:11-27), and He knew what the next week entailed. Jesus prophesies the destruction of Jerusalem
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that would occur in A.D. 70, and He weeps as He cites their rejection of Him as the reason for this coming judgment on
the city (Lk. 19:44).

SING
Let's continue in family worship with “The 10 Commandments Song”, recently released on The Church at Brook Hills’ kids’
cd, “The Great God and His Big Story”. This week we've learned about God's righteous requirements of the people of
Israel. God's law is perfect and we must obey the commands of God. At the same time, no man can keep God's law
perfectly. For this reason God gave us His only Son, Jesus, who lived the law perfectly on our behalf and died for our sins
in our place. Let's sing this song together, reflecting on the goodness of God, which is displayed in His perfect
commandments.
Visit our website for a link to this song: www.brookhills.org/gathering/this week.html.

SUGGESTIONS
These suggestions were created by the age-group ministry leaders as a way to help parents better communicate the
biblical truths discussed in the Family Worship Guide. These suggestions are intended to help parents facilitate God-
centered discussions with their children throughout the week (at the dinner table, in the car, during a family worship
time, etc.).

Preschool

¢ How many commandments did God give to Moses?

* Do you know some of the commandments?

¢  Whydid God give us the commandments?

* Does God know what’s best for His people? Are His commandments always right?

*  When we follow God’s commandments, what do others see in us?

* Canyou do everything right all the time? Why not?

* Who did God send from heaven to earth to be our Savior?

Children

* Read Exodus 20:1-17.

*  Why did God give Israel the 10 Commandments? Remind them that God is holy and wants His people to be holy.

* What does each of the 10 commandments mean? Clarify for your children what each commandment means. Remind
them that the first 4 commandments deal with our relationship with God, while the other 6 deals with our relationships
with other people.

* Read Matthew 22:36-39.

e Remind your children that Jesus sums up the 10 Commandments (and the Law as a whole) by stating that the two
greatest commands are to love God and to love your neighbor.

*  Were the Israelites able to keep these commandments perfectly? No! They continued to rebel against God.

* Are we able to keep all of these commandments all of the time? No! But these commandments remind us that we cannot
obey God perfectly. That is why we need a savior—Jesus! Jesus was the only person who was ever able to keep all these
commandments perfectly.

*  Point your children to Jesus and help them understand that because of Christ, we can have a right relationship with God.

*  Pray, asking God to help each of you keep His commandments, and thank Him for sending Jesus to be our savior.

Students

Read through the 10 commandments in Exodus 20.

Why did the Lord give us the 10 commandments? God gave the Old Testament Law to show people their sinfulness and
need for a Savior and to teach them the way that God wants His people to live.

Why is it sometimes easier for us to follow a list of do’s and don’ts, rather than recognizing our need for a Savior and
putting our trust and hope in Him?

Think about the last time you held the door open for someone you didn’t know, maybe while walking into a restaurant or
classroom. What do people tend to do as they come through? They put their hand up on the door. Why do they do this?
What do you think you are planning? Do they think you are going to hit them with the door or do they simply lack trust?
Why are we a people that lack trust in others?

Why do we lack trust in God?
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