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DEFINING GOSPEL
Ephesians 2:1-10

The gospel is the good news that the only true God, the just and gracious Creator of the universe, has looked upon 
hopelessly sinful men and women and has sent His Son, God in the flesh, to bear His wrath against sin through His 
substitutionary death on the cross and to show His power over sin and death through His resurrection from the 
grave so that everyone who turns from their sin and themselves and trusts in Jesus alone as Savior and Lord will be 
reconciled to God forever.

God’s Character
• The gospel is God-centered.
• We must exalt the entire character of God in order to be true to the gospel.
 ○ We must proclaim His love … and we must proclaim His wrath.
 ○ We must proclaim His justice … and we must proclaim His mercy.

Offense of Sin
• We trespass in rebellion against God.
  ○ As a result, we are dead in our sin.
• We have a man-centered perspective of sin.
  ○ The severity of sin is determined by the One who is sinned against.

Sufficiency of Christ
• Jesus lived the life we could not live.
• Jesus died the death we deserve to die.
• Jesus conquered the enemy we could not conquer.

Personal Response
• Faith is the means by which God saves people in the gospel
• Faith is the anti-work.
  ○ Faith is the acknowledgment that there is nothing you can do but trust in what has been done for you.
  ○ Faith is the one attitude of the heart that is the exact opposite of depending on ourselves.
• The gospel is not just information; it’s an invitation that demands a decision.

Eternal Urgency
• Heaven is a glorious reality for all who trust in Christ.
• Hell is a dreadful reality for all who do not trust in Christ.

Life Transformation
• The gospel leads to a radically new life.
  ○ Salvation is neither a casual determination nor a superficial declaration.
• We must be careful to communicate a gospel that calls people to die to sin and self and to live in Christ as Savior 

and King.
  ○ Christ has not called us to count decisions; He has called us to make disciples.


