
“A man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.”

“Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. And he came to a certain place and stayed there that night, 
because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that 
place to sleep. And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached 
to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it! And behold, the Lord stood 
above it and said, ‘I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which 
you lie I will give to you and to your offspring. Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall 
spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and your offspring 
shall all the families of the earth be blessed. Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and 
will bring you back to this land. For I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.’”

“Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, ‘Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.’ And he was 
afraid and said, ‘How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of 
heaven.’ So early in the morning Jacob took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar 
and poured oil on the top of it. He called the name of that place Bethel, but the name of the city was Luz at the 
first. Then Jacob made a vow, saying, ‘If God will be with me and will keep me in this way that I go, and will 
give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, so that I come again to my father’s house in peace, then the Lord 
shall be my God, and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s house. And of all that you give 
me I will give a full tenth to you.’”

“And Jacob came safely to the city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, on his way from Paddan-
aram, and he camped before the city. And from the sons of Hamor, Shechem’s father, he bought for a hundred 
pieces of money the piece of land on which he had pitched his tent. There he erected an altar and called it 
El-Elohe-Israel.” 

Religion is the biggest cover up for sin we don’t want to see.
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1. BLIND SPOTS OFTEN SEEM SMALL AND SUBTLE.

2. BLIND SPOTS EVENTUALLY PROVE EXTREMELY COSTLY.
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“Now Dinah the daughter of Leah, whom she had borne to Jacob, went out to see the women of the land. And 
when Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the land, saw her, he seized her and lay with her 
and humiliated her. And his soul was drawn to Dinah the daughter of Jacob. He loved the young woman and 
spoke tenderly to her. So Shechem spoke to his father Hamor, saying, ‘Get me this girl for my wife.’”

“On the third day, when they were sore, two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s brothers, took their 
swords and came against the city while it felt secure and killed all the males. They killed Hamor and his son 
Shechem with the sword and took Dinah out of Shechem’s house and went away. The sons of Jacob came 
upon the slain and plundered the city, because they had defiled their sister. They took their flocks and their 
herds, their donkeys, and whatever was in the city and in the field. All their wealth, all their little ones and 
their wives, all that was in the houses, they captured and plundered.”

“God said to Jacob, ‘Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell there. Make an altar there to the God who appeared to 
you when you fled from your brother Esau.’ So Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, 
‘Put away the foreign gods that are among you and purify yourselves and change your garments. Then let 
us arise and go up to Bethel, so that I may make there an altar to the God who answers me in the day of my 
distress and has been with me wherever I have gone.’ So they gave to Jacob all the foreign gods that they had, 
and the rings that were in their ears. Jacob hid them under the terebinth tree that was near Shechem. And as 
they journeyed, a terror from God fell upon the cities that were around them, so that they did not pursue the 
sons of Jacob. And Jacob came to Luz (that is, Bethel), which is in the land of Canaan, he and all the people 
who were with him, and there he built an altar and called the place El-bethel, because there God had revealed 
himself to him when he fled from his brother.”

“. . . let us arise and go up to Bethel, so that I may make there an altar to the God who answers me in the day 
of my distress and has been with me wherever I have gone.” 
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3. WHEN GOD BY HIS GRACE OPENS OUR EYES, BLIND SPOTS CAN 

BECOME NEW STARTS.

GENESIS 35:3



“God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Paddan-aram, and blessed him. And God said to him, 
‘Your name is Jacob; no longer shall your name be called Jacob, but Israel shall be your name.’ So he called 
his name srael.”

“And God said to him, ‘I am God Almighty, be fruitful and multiply. A nation and a company of nations shall 
come from you, and kings shall come from your own body. The land that I gave to Abraham and Isaac I will 
give to you, and I will give the land to your offspring after you.’ Then God went up from him in the place 
where he had spoken with him. And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he had spoken with him, a pillar 
of stone. He poured out a drink offering on it and poured oil on it. So Jacob called the name of the place 
where God had spoken with him Bethel.”
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