
And the angel who talked with me came again and woke me, like a man who is awakened out of his sleep. 
And he said to me, “What do you see?” I said, “I see, and behold, a lampstand all of gold, with a bowl on the 
top of it, and seven lamps on it, with seven lips on each of the lamps that are on the top of it. And there are 
two olive trees by it, one on the right of the bowl and the other on its left.” And I said to the angel who talked 
with me, “What are these, my lord?” Then the angel who talked with me answered and said to me, “Do you not 
know what these are?” I said, “No, my lord.” Then he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: 
Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts. Who are you, O great mountain? Before 
Zerubbabel you shall become a plain. And he shall bring forward the top stone amid shouts of ‘Grace, grace 
to it!’” Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of 
this house; his hands shall also complete it. Then you will know that the Lord of hosts has sent me to you. 
For whoever has despised the day of small things shall rejoice, and shall see the plumb line in the hand of 
Zerubbabel.  “These seven are the eyes of the Lord, which range through the whole earth.” Then I said to him, 
“What are these two olive trees on the right and the left of the lampstand?” And a second time I answered 
and said to him, “What are these two branches of the olive trees, which are beside the two golden pipes from 
which the golden oil is poured out?” He said to me, “Do you not know what these are?” I said, “No, my lord.” 
Then he said, “These are the two anointed ones who stand by the Lord of the whole earth.” 

And he said to me, “What do you see?” I said, “I see, and behold, a lampstand all of gold, with a bowl on the 
top of it, and seven lamps on it, with seven lips on each of the lamps that are on the top of it. 

You shall make a lampstand of pure gold . . . You shall make seven lamps for it. And the lamps shall be set up 
so as to give light on the space in front of it.

The lampstand symbolizes God’s presence made known through God’s people. 

I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a 
covenant for the people, a light for the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from 
the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
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Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life.”

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is 
the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because 
their works were evil.  

. . . the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ 
as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” 
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: not only because I see it, but because by it I see 
everything else. – C.S. LEWIS

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it 
under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for his 
treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. It was not because you were more 

JOHN 8:12 

JOHN 3:16 – 19

2 CORINTHIANS 4:4 – 6

1 PETER 2:9 

MATTHEW 5:14 – 16 

DEUTERONOMY 7:6B – 8



in number than any other people that the Lord set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of 
all peoples, but it is because the Lord loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the 
Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt. 

Then he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, says the LORD of hosts.”

And a second time I answered and said to him, “What are these two branches of the olive trees, which are 
beside the two golden pipes from which the golden oil is poured out?” He said to me, “Do you not know what 
these are?” I said, “No, my lord.” Then he said, “These are the two anointed ones who stand by the Lord of the 
whole earth.”

I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to 
you. But if I go, I will send him to you.

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of 
the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.

GOD IS THE ONE WHO SUPPLIES POWER TO HIS CHURCH.
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In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to the prophet Zechariah, the 
son of Berechiah, son of Iddo, saying, “The Lord was very angry with your fathers. Therefore say to them, 
Thus declares the Lord of hosts: Return to me, says the Lord of hosts, and I will return to you, says the Lord of 
hosts.”
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