
He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there 
as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”

God said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I will establish my 
covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after him . . . But I will establish my covenant 
with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this time next year.”

Then Solomon began to build the house of the LORD in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the LORD had 
appeared to David his father, at the place that David had appointed, on the threshing floor of Ornan the 
Jebusite.

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the 
act of offering up his only son, of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” He 
considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did 
receive him back.

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your 
reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and 
the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, 
and a member of my household will be my heir.” And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man 
shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” And he brought him outside and said, “Look 
toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 
offspring be.” And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. And he said to him, “I 
am the LORD who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to possess.” But he said, 
“O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a 
female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” And he brought him 
all these, cut them in half, and laid each half over against the other. But he did not cut the birds in half. And 
when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. As the sun was going down, a deep 
sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great darkness fell upon him. Then the LORD said to Abram, 
“Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, 
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and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and 
afterward they shall come out with great possessions. As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you 
shall be buried in a good old age. And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity 
of the Amorites is not yet complete.” When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire 
pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, 
saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, the 
land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, the Amorites, the 
Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.”

And the men who transgressed my covenant and did not keep the terms of the covenant that they made 
before me, I will make them like the calf that they cut in two and passed between its parts . . .

He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the 
people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself.

Happy are you, O Israel! Who is like you, a people saved by the LORD, the shield of your help, and the sword 
of your triumph! Your enemies shall come fawning to you, and you shall tread upon their backs.

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land 
that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, 
so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and 
in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot 
went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. And Abram took Sarai his 
wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they 
had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 
Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites 
were in the land. Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he 
built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. From there he moved to the hill country on the 
east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to 
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the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord. And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. Now 
there was a famine in the land. So Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine was severe in 
the land. When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to Sarai his wife, “I know that you are a woman beautiful 
in appearance, and when the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’ Then they will kill me, but they 
will let you live. Say you are my sister, that it may go well with me because of you, and that my life may be 
spared for your sake.” When Abram entered Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful. And 
when the princes of Pharaoh saw her, they praised her to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s 
house. And for her sake he dealt well with Abram; and he had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male servants, 
female servants, female donkeys, and camels. But the LORD afflicted Pharaoh and his house with great 
plagues because of Sarai, Abram’s wife. So Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is this you have done to 
me? Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her for 
my wife? Now then, here is your wife; take her, and go.” And Pharaoh gave men orders concerning him, and 
they sent him away with his wife and all that he had.

And I said, “O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with 
those who love him and keep his commandments . . .” 

I prayed to the LORD my God and made confession, saying, “O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps 
covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments . . .”

Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would 
justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations 
be blessed.” So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.

Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, “And to offsprings,” referring 
to many, but referring to one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ.
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