
The church is not a building to see.
The church is not a place to sit.
The church is a movement to join.

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day when he 
was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 
He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days 
and speaking about the kingdom of God. And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from 
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; for John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” So when they had come 
together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not 
for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was 
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, 
two men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This 
Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s 
journey away. And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter 
and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus 
and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. All these with one accord were devoting themselves to 
prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. In those days Peter stood up 
among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) and said . . . 

When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came from 
heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. And divided 
tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. Now there were dwelling in 
Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, 
and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. And they were 
amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, 
each of us in his own native language? Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging 
to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling 
in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
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“What does this mean?” But others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.” But Peter, standing with 
the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be 
known to you, and give ear to my words. For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the 
third hour of the day. But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel . . . 

Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 
whom you crucified.” Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of 
the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God 
calls to himself.” And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save 
yourselves from this crooked generation.” So those who received his word were baptized, and there were 
added that day about three thousand souls.

. . . when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, 
they were astonished.

Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house, and Peter was following 
at a distance. And when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter 
sat down among them. Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and looking closely at him, 
said, “This man also was with him.” But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” And a little later 
someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not.” And after an 
interval of about an hour still another insisted, saying, “Certainly this man also was with him, for he too is a 
Galilean.” But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about.” And immediately, while he was 
still speaking, the rooster crowed. And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying 
of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.” And he 
went out and wept bitterly.

Saved by grace.
Desperate for God.
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And when he [Jesus] had said these things . . . 

And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes . . .

[They] said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you 
into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer . . . 

. . . suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting.

And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit . . . 

. . . you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses . . . 

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them 
utterance.

To obey God’s Word.

When the day of Pentecost arrived . . .
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On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on the mountain and 
a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled. Then Moses brought the people out of 
the camp to meet God, and they took their stand at the foot of the mountain. Now Mount Sinai was wrapped 
in smoke because the LORD had descended on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and 
the whole mountain trembled greatly. And as the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, 
and God answered him in thunder. The LORD came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain. And 
the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up. And the LORD said to Moses, “Go 
down and warn the people, lest they break through to the LORD to look and many of them perish. Also let the 
priests who come near to the LORD consecrate themselves, lest the LORD break out against them.” 

And he gave to Moses, when he had finished speaking with him on Mount Sinai, the two tablets of the 
testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger of God.

And the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses. And that day about three thousand men of the 
people fell.

Better than Jesus beside a few of us, Jesus is inside all of us!

To share God’s Word.

Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ 
should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should 
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And 
behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power 
from on high.”

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. 
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. . . in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams . . .

Even on the male and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit. 

. . . even on my male servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall 
prophesy.

Every single one of us has the privilege of speaking for God!

“. . . What shall we do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins . . .”
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