
I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the 
Gentiles to obey God by what I have said and done – by the power of signs and wonders, through the power 
of the Spirit of God. So from Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed the gospel of 
Christ. It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that I would not 
be building on someone else’s foundation. Rather, as it is written: “Those who were not told about him will 
see, and those who have not heard will understand.” This is why I have often been hindered from coming to 
you. But now that there is no more place for me to work in these regions, and since I have been longing for 
many years to visit you, I plan to do so when I go to Spain. I hope to see you while passing through and to 
have you assist me on my journey there, after I have enjoyed your company for a while. Now, however, I am on 
my way to Jerusalem in the service of the Lord’s people there. 

1. All people know God.

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who 
suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God 
has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – his eternal power and 
divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without 
excuse. For although they knew God . . . 

2. All people reject God.

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking 
became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 
and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals 
and reptiles. Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the 
degrading of their bodies with one another. They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and 
served created things rather than the Creator – who is forever praised. Amen. 

3. There are no innocent people in the world.
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As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands; no one who seeks 
God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even 
one. Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit. The poison of vipers is on their lips. Their 
mouths are full of cursing and bitterness. Their feet are swift to shed blood; ruin and misery mark their ways, 
and the way of peace they do not know. There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

4. All people stand condemned for rejecting God.

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be 
silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s 
sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.

But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets 
testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 
difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in 
his blood.

5. God has made a way of salvation for the lost.
6. People cannot come to God apart from faith in Christ.

Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what principle? On that of observing the law? No, but on that of 
faith. For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law. Is God the God of Jews 
only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too, since there is only one God, who will justify the 
circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through that same faith. 
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“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How, then, can they call on the one they have 
not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear 
without someone preaching to them? And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How 
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

7. Christ commands His church to make the Gospel known in all nations.

Jesus sends followers to all nations. Followers proclaim the gospel to all nations. People in all nations hear. 
Hearers in all nations believe. Believers in all nations call. Those who call from all nations are saved.
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