
 

© David Platt 2020 1 

 
McLean Bible Church 
David Platt 
January 24, 2021 
 
    

  
From Surviving to Thriving… In the Church 

Hebrews 10:19–25 
  
As members of the body of Christ, brothers and sisters in the Church help 
one another: 
  

• Flourish in faith. (Hebrews 10:22) 
• Hold on to hope. (Hebrews 10:23) 
• Grow in love and good works. (Hebrews 10:24) 

  
Twelve Traits of a Biblical Church we see in Scripture, given to us that we 
might thrive together: 
  

1. Biblical Evangelism (Matthew 16:13-20) 
2. Biblical Teaching and Preaching (2 Timothy 3:14-4:5) 
3. Biblical Prayer (Acts 1:14, 2:1-13, 2:42) 
4. Biblical Discipleship (Deuteronomy 6:1-9) 
5. Biblical Membership (1 Corinthians 12:12-27) 
6. Biblical Leadership (1 Timothy 3:1-13) 
7. Biblical Fellowship (Romans 12:1-21) 
8. Biblical Accountability and Discipline (Matthew 18:15-20) 
9. Biblical Worship (John 4:1-26) 
10. Biblical Ordinances (Acts 2:37-41; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34) 
11. Biblical Giving (1 Corinthians 16:1-4) 
12. Biblical Mission (Romans 15:8-27) 

  
Sermon Discussion Questions – January 24, 2021 
  

1. Thinking back on last week’s message and discussion, were you more 
attentive to the lost around you this past week? Did you recognize (and 
pursue) opportunities to share the gospel in your spheres of influence? If 
so, how did it go? How might you continue to foster a heart for the lost and 
actively look for opportunities to share the gospel with others in the days 
ahead? 

  
2. If a nonbeliever asked you to describe what ‘church’ is, what would you 

say? What if they went on to ask why you are part of a local church – how 
would you respond? 

  
3. Why might we be tempted to pursue intimacy with Jesus, but neglect to do 

so alongside other brothers and sisters in the local church? Have you 
experienced this in the past? What do we miss if we aim to live as ‘lone-
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ranger’ Christians apart from the local church? How might this be 
detrimental or dangerous to our spiritual life? 

  
4. Read Hebrews 10:19-25, 1 Corinthians 12:7, and Ephesians 4:4-12. The 

body of Christ is rich with many diverse, interdependent gifts that we have 
been given to carry out the work of ministry and edify the Church. In what 
ways have you seen the Lord’s spiritual gifting at work in the members of 
your group? In other words, how have you seen the Lord build and 
strengthen the faith, hope, and love of the MBC family through the spiritual 
gifts of your group members? 

  
5. In the local church, who has the Lord used to grow you in your faith (e.g., 

people who actually knew you, encouraged you, and shared the word of God 
with you)? Who is the Lord currently using in your life to do so? 

  
6. Practically, how might it look to encourage one another to “…hold fast to our 

confession of hope without wavering” (Hebrews 10:23)? Is there an area of 
your life where you are currently struggling to hold on to hope? How can the 
brothers and sisters in your group help you keep your eyes fixed on Jesus 
amid the challenges you are facing? 

  
7. What are some ways that your group could strive together towards loving 

our neighbors and serving our city? For example, what needs has the Lord 
put on the hearts and minds of those in your group? Are there certain 
giftings or passions you and your group members share that could be 
leveraged to serve others in the name of Jesus? At the very least, might 
some (or all) of your group members be willing to serve together in our 
outreach food distribution efforts? 

  
8. Below is a list of 59 ‘one-another’ passages from the New Testament. These 

passages are intended to be lived out primarily through relationships in the 
local church. Which of those commands do you feel come most easily to you 
because of the way the Lord has wired and gifted you? Which ones do you 
find more challenging? Recognizing that we are called to exhibit all these 
commands, how might you take steps to grow in the areas you feel less 
comfortable or competent to display? 

  
9. Read through the list of 12 traits of a Biblical church (Note: If you are 

meeting online, you can paste the list above into the chat for all to 
see). Among the 12 traits of a healthy Biblical church listed above, which 
ones resonate with you the most, and why? Which ones are the most 
challenging to you, and why? Which ones do you have the most questions 
about?  

10. Which of the 12 traits have you experienced especially well in the 
context of your group? Which of the 12 traits seem to fit in really well with 
the life of a group? What might it look like practically for your group to 
pursue those specific traits together? 

  
11. Consider closing your group time, praying that God would help us be a 

church that is increasingly marked by the 12 traits of a Biblical church in the 
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days ahead. You might also take time to pray for the many leaders in our 
church (including your group leaders!) as they strive to lead in these 
efforts, knowing that apart from the Lord, we cannot accomplish this (John 
15:5).   

  
12. Read Acts 13:1-3. This week, we also encourage each of you to 

pray “God, I will go if You want me to go” as we trust the Holy Spirit to set 
apart some of our church family to go to the nations where Christ has not 
yet been named. 

  
To download a free e-book that unpacks each of the 12 traits, please visit https://radical.net/book/12-
traits-embracing-gods-design-for-the-church/. To tune into a 10-week, live-streamed teaching series 
on the 12 traits of a Biblical church, please visit McleanBible.org/12traits/. The series begins on January 
27 at 7:00PM. 
  
  
59 ONE ANOTHER COMMANDS FROM SCRIPTURE 
  
1. “…Be at peace with each other.” (Mark 9:50) 
2. “…Wash one another’s feet.” (John 13:14) 
3. “…Love one another…” (John 13:34) 
4. “…Love one another…” (John 13:34) 
5. “…Love one another…” (John 13:35) 
6. “…Love one another…” (John 15:12) 
7. “…Love one another” (John 15:17) 
8. “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love…” (Romans 12:10) 
9. “…Honor one another above yourselves. (Romans 12:10) 
10. “Live in harmony with one another…” (Romans 12:16) 
11. “…Love one another…” (Romans 13:8) 
12. “…Stop passing judgment on one another.” (Romans 14:13) 
13. “Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you…” (Romans 15:7) 
14. “…Instruct one another.” (Romans 15:14) 
15. “Greet one another with a holy kiss…” (Romans 16:16) 
16. “…When you come together to eat, wait for each other.” (I Cor. 11:33) 
17. “…Have equal concern for each other.” (I Corinthians 12:25) 
18. “…Greet one another with a holy kiss.” (I Corinthians 16:20) 
19. “Greet one another with a holy kiss.” (II Corinthians 13:12) 
20. “…Serve one another in love.” (Galatians 5:13) 
21. “If you keep on biting and devouring each other…you will be destroyed by each 
other.” (Galatians 5:15) 
22. “Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.” (Galatians 
5:26) 
23. “Carry each other’s burdens…” (Galatians 6:2) 
24. “…Be patient, bearing with one another in love.” (Ephesians 4:2) 
25. “Be kind and compassionate to one another…” (Ephesians 4:32) 
26. “…Forgiving each other…” (Ephesians 4:32) 
27. “Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.” (Ephesians 
5:19) 
28. “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.” (Ephesians 5:21) 
29. “…In humility consider others better than yourselves.” (Philippians 2:3) 
30. “Do not lie to each other…” (Colossians 3:9) 
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31. “Bear with each other…” (Colossians 3:13) 
32. “…Forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.” (Colossians 
3:13) 
33. “Teach…[one another]” (Colossians 3:16) 
34. “…Admonish one another (Colossians 3:16) 
35. “…Make your love increase and overflow for each other.” (I Thessalonians 3:12) 
36. “…Love each other.” (I Thessalonians 4:9) 
37. “…Encourage each other…”(I Thessalonians 4:18) 
38. “…Encourage each other…” I Thessalonians 5:11) 
39. “…Build each other up…” (I Thessalonians 5:11) 
40. “Encourage one another daily…” Hebrews 3:13) 
41. “…Spur one another on toward love and good deeds.” (Hebrews 10:24) 
42. “…Encourage one another.” (Hebrews 10:25) 
43. “…Do not slander one another.” (James 4:11) 
44. “Don’t grumble against each other…” (James 5:9) 
45. “Confess your sins to each other…” (James 5:16) 
46. “…Pray for each other.” (James 5:16) 
47. “…Love one another deeply, from the heart.” (I Peter 3:8) 
48. “…Live in harmony with one another…” (I Peter 3:8) 
49. “…Love each other deeply…” (I Peter 4:8) 
50. “Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.” (I Peter 4:9) 
51. “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others…” (I Peter 
4:10) 
52. “…Clothe yourselves with humility toward one another…”(I Peter 5:5) 
53. “Greet one another with a kiss of love.” (I Peter 5:14) 
54. “…Love one another.” (I John 3:11) 
55. “…Love one another.” (I John 3:23) 
56. “…Love one another.” (I John 4:7) 
57. “…Love one another.” (I John 4:11) 
58. “…Love one another.” (I John 4:12) 
59. “…Love one another.” (II John 5) 


